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T is defired, that no Perſons will 

I offer to // this Book, but (as 
It is freely given) firſt read it with 
ſerious Attention, and earneſt Prayer 
to GOD for his Blefſing upon it, 


as a Direction to heavenly Wiſdom 5 


and Happineſs; and then lend or 
give it to their Friends and Neigh- 
bours for the ſame kind Purpoſes. . 


5 N. B. It is given by the Society 
for promoting Religious Knowledge 
among the Poor, only to be diſperſed 


gratis, and that no worldly Gain _ - 


whatſoever ** be made thereof. 
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RELIGIOUS TRADESMAN; 
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Plain and Serious 


HINTS or ADVICE 


FOR THE 


TRADESMAN' 


Prudent and pious Conpuer ; from his , 


Entrance into BUSINESS, to his 
5 leaving Ir off: 


Cortained under the 1 


Of the Nature of a Life | Of Juſtice. 


of Buſineſs, and Ob- Of Fruth, and 


ligations to it. Of Contentment, asg 
Of chooſing a Calling. relate to Trade. - 


Of Prudence or Diſcre- Of Religion. 


tion. [Of leaving our Cal N 
Of Diligence. * ings. : 
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It is a Book admirably fitted by its proper reprQntati! n of the 
Tradeſman's duties, and thecloſe and var enforcement of them 


pon the conſcience, to do excellent kern ice, under the blefling 
of God, to tue ſh p and to the woll. — The toli: wing fo oy 


contain a nich treaſure of he ſome inſtruction, tuch as every 
2 7eſman ſhould write upon his heart, aud Pre in luis ſhon 


and tamily. 
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OR RE Nur Fe, ER, HER, 
Woof) Kant) -e Yon) Won Wien 


R E A D E R. 8 


E Reverend Mr. Richard Steele, a 
9 Miniſter in the laſt century, pub- 
Uhre 4 Trentiſe entitied, The Tradeſman's 
Calli in 1 1 yoo! AO ly fitted by its proper 
Z re . ation of the Tradeiman's duties, aud 
the woke aud warm cnforcement & them lien 
the comricacty, freu ive arguments of Scrip- 
e aud Realon, fe de Exceiitn; fervice (under 
eee ef Gon) to toe ſhop, and ta the 
1 This Piece „r Try littie known 
e taten & < w* E 21 y PN bly be, tet 
e ned matter lies wider the dijaduantane ( 
,,“ name, and 1 ancient ares: Tere: 
whico chᷣiecttian, and, if it phaſe Gon, 1 10 
Jo a kindneſs ta the tradiug world, by ſet. 
iing befcre them their duty and inter, an 
trereoy frenentiug tho/e preſent and future 
er ies, de negligence, injuſtice, aud ir- 
religion, bring upon mantind; a perſon into 
whole be nds it fell, frem a jirong perſuaſion 
of its admirable tendency to theſe ends, de- 
termined, . after ſeveral alterations had Lci3 
made, 10 fend i ab. oad 9700 into the world. 
. 1 


„ - To ibe READER. 
As it is a pleaſure to meet with any oppor- 
| tunity to affjt the caufe of Religion and Virtue, 
end being well ſatisfied that the followi 18 ſheets 
_ comata a rich treaſure of whelejume inſtruction, 
ich as every Tradeſmen ſhould write upon bis 
heart, ard praiſe in his ſhop and family, dib 
the greateſi readine/s lend my name to the 
frece ; and pearlily web it ccuid borrow much 
C eater edtantazes, as lo its perujal and uſt- 
ſulneſs, twan I am capable rf rung it by my 
FOcommenagation. | 
As the ave in which we Are i is much degene- 
rated from the virtue and piely of eur forcfa- 
thers, 1 fuld be heartily glad if I might jee 
he ſatvation of Gov, in a general repentance 
40d reformalicn : And ſheuld this begin in tie 
inop ond the exchange, how wide and ana- 
ding wou be tis infuence? No more Would 
eur eyes be Witneſſes of the baſe practices of 
c ver reaching and various ether iniquities; nor 
would eur ears be fa cfien ſbocted with the tre- 
mendous banxruplcy and ruin, brought by idle- 
neſs, luxury, and vice, not only upen ſingle per- 
aus, but whole families, left aeftitute and wretch= 
ed for ever aſter. 5 
That the fol owing pages may be leſt 40 
theſe pur paſes, is the deſire and woe of lie 
Readers 


Hearty Well- wi her and Humble Servant, 


2 A owvingt n, fan, 
2% 1747» 
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T HE 


INTRODUCTION. 


8 Trade and Commerce employ a very 
\ conſiderable part of mankind, an at- 


tempt to render the conduct of thoſe that 
art engaged in it more happy and ſucceſstul, 
will appear to be, at leaſt, a benevolent 


undertaking ;z and to this end it is evident, 


that mcral as well as prudential directions 


may contribute, Certainly, to diſcharge 
in a proper manner the reſpective duties of 


the common callings of life, which take un 

x parts of our time in ſeven, requires gen- 

ter attention of mind than is uſually Pat ck 
to them, for the regular diſcharge of Ie 
reſpective duties; and may admit of more 
alſiſtance than has been yet offered to the 
world in any treatiſe now extant: There. 
bs, indeed, an excellent piece which has met 


with conſiderable and deſerved acceptance, 
called the | Compete Eugliſo Tradeſman *, 
which I could wiſh were in the hands of all 


that are concerned to appear in that charac- 


ter with honour or ſucceſs; but as it is chiefly 


employer in conſiderations of a prudential 


nature, 


. two Volumes, wmelres, printed for C. 
RIVING 3 9X, 17 739. 


vi The INT ROD U CTICN. 
nature, it leaves room for an attempt If 0 
preſent Rnd. 
Inſtead therefore of oleh ſpeculations, 
or perplexing controverſies in religion, 
which neicher entich the mind, nor reform 
the manners of men; I ſhall endeavour IF 
girect the conſcientious Tradeiman in the 
cuties of his daily calling, wherein he is ſur- 
rounded with manifold temptations and dif- 
 fculties, and ſtands in need of all the aſſiſt- 
ance he can obtain from Gop or man — Hie 
hath the ſame den nature to biaſs bim, 
and the fame malicious ſpirit to tempt hint, 
as others; and he hath a much greater va- 
ricty of trials and temptations from the world, 
than either the Huſbandman, Scholar, or 
Gentleman, The particular circumflances of 
trade, ant! the duties Rowing from thence, 
are indeed too numerous to de contained in 
fo ſmall a tract as this; yet 1 doubt not, but 
the principles and rules here laid down, be- 
ing faithfully applied to particular caſes, will 
generally be found ſufficient for his direc- 
tion: 1 hough after all it muſt be owned, 
that the religious fear of Gop, and a fincere 
love to our neighbour, will do more te direct 
nus in many doubtful and critical caſes, than 
can be expected from an) treatiſe whatſoever. 
Let me beg, that che R eader would take 
into ſerious and mature conſtteration the 
Hints that are here ſuggeſted, and it he meets 
au: 


de INTRODUCTION. vi: 
with any thing which recommends itſelf to 


his conſcience, | as agreeable to the laws of 
Gov, and the nature and reafon of things, 


that he would not fail immediately to put 


it in practice. Surely, no one can be ſo 


| abſurd as to think it ſufficient to appear re- 

ligious on the Lord's-day, or to be ferious 
in the devorion s of the cloſer, and then 
leave conſcience aſleep all the intermediate 


ime; ſince theſes religious duties were de- 


6 aned as the means of producing And 


9 


maintaining thoſe principles or wiidom ang 
juitice, virtue and goc dueis, which are to 


be in continua] exerciſe; and the infinite 


Creator and Proprietor of the univerſe, 
claims our conſtant chedieuce to his laws, 
as well as our devout e of worſhip 


and adoration. 


It may be fit to acquaint the world, that 
che ſubſtance of this piece is taken from a 


book entitled, Th: Yradeſman's Calling; 
which though it has lain fone time in obſcu- 
rity, is thought by many judicious perſons to 
be very deſerving of the public regard. The 


Publither could have wiſhed it had been re- 


viled, and ſent into the world by a more able 
hand; and the ſenſe he had of its deficiencies, 


Was the chief cauje of its lying fo long un- 


publith: ed: but he does not ablututely deſpair 
of its being in ſome degree uſeful, ſince, 


AS 1 33 weiter obſerves, . th iallu- 


**erces 


—— A 


ET 


| 
1 

/ 
1 
* 


vi Te INTRODUCTION. 
< ences the mind of man more by its own 
authority, evidence and excellency, than 
| << by any ornaments of wit and eloquence 
< in which it may be dreſt.” And ſuch 
ornaments are in this caſe the leſs needful, as 
the ſubjects are chiefly addreſſed to perſons 
of plain ſenſe and underſtanding ; if the 
| Gop of the ſpirits of all fleſh, is pleaſed to 


ſmile upon it ſo far as to render it effectual 


to reform the practices, and improve the 
tempers of thoſe that read it, the Publiſher 
will have the full reward he hopes for, 


from this eſſay of benevolence to his fellow- 


| beings ; and a thouſand encomiums on the 
elegance of the compoſure, without theſe 
effects, would afford him little ſatisfaction. 
He has added ſome paſſages of ſcripture at 
the concluſion of each ſubject, that they 
might have the ſanction of divine authority 
to enforce them; firmly believing that, 
however men may deſpiſe it, if ever the 
bleſſed Gop is pleaſed to reform a ſinful 


world, He will honour His own word as the 


 inftrument of producing ſuch | an bappy 
event. 


1 11 E 


ce 
ch 
as 
ns 
the 
to 
ual 
the 


her 


for, 
DW 
the 


ele. 
LON. 5 


e at 


hey 
prity 
har, - 

the 


nful 


the 
PPY 


RRELIGIOUS oy RADESMAN. 


1 


* 


CHAP. L 


— N — 


The Nate of a Life of Buſineſs, and 5 


Obligations to it. 


1 The 8 of man themed * Tb 


iſdom and Goodueſs of Gop viſibie in 
the variety of abilities and diſpoſitions in 
men.—PBuſin:/s to be a conſtant employ.— 
Obligations 19 it from Nature and Reaſon : 
The command and appointment of Gov : 
 Taſhice to ſociely and families; Its advan-_ 
-tage to ourſelves. Reflections on the pleas 
for indolence, by the rich; on account of de- 
votion; the unſucceſsful - the uncapable.— _ 
Advice to parents. Ahe folly of ncglefins 
Religion, the great buſineſs of life.—Scrip- 
tures ſuited to the ſubject. 


8 . X33 H E ſupreme felicity, tad; great 


end of man, is to know, love, 
=o and glorify God his Creator, 
. M Redeemer and Benefactor (a): 


But as we are beings ed 


with powers and faculties of body and mind, 


litt d and deſigned for actions relative to our pre- 
5 B L = Y _ „ leut 
(a) Jon Kyi. 3. 22 e 


2 The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop 
ſent ſtate of being; and are placed by divine pro- 
vidence in mutual dependance upon each other, 
by the perpetual return of wants, which of our- 
| ſelves we are incapable of relieving or ſupplying ; 
both reaſon and religion require, that all, as they 
are able, ſhould be 7zmployed in ſuch a manner as 
may be beneficial to themſelves, and the ſociety 
to which they relate *: And a very conſiderable 
part of the beauty and excellence of the Chriſtian 
Life conſiſts in due affections and conduct with re- 
ſpect to the perſons and things of the preſent ate, 
and in acting upon principles of Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Juſtice, and Integrity to one another. 
Ihe real and imaginary wants of Mankind have 
created great Diver/ity in their Employments ; 
Some are chiefly labouring to ſupport the life, or 
reſtore the health of the Body.—Others to defend 
mens Perſons or Eſtates, and ſecure or promote 
the private or public Peace and Proſperity. Some 
to improve the mind in uſeful and entertaining 
Knowledge ; or in the more important concerns 
of Religion and Virtue, which though not always 
the moſt advantageous, yet are certainly not the 
leaſt noble employments. While others, in vaſt 
variety, are contributing to the convenience and 
delight of their Brethren of Mankind. 25 
And, ſurely, the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
(:oD deſerve our reflection here, in fitting and 
«525 men to thoſe various ſervices, which are 
| „„ ſuited 


* Heav'n ſormed each on other to depend, 
As malter,. or as ſervant, or as friend; 
Bids each on other for aſſiſtance call, et 
"Fill one man's weaknets grows the ſtrength of all. 
Anu buzlds on wants, and on defects of mind, 

he joy, the peace, the glory of mankind, 
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in the Employments of Men. Bp 


ſuited to the neceſſities and comforts of human life: 


Some are endowed with extenſive knowledge; 
others with vigour and ſtrength; Gon hath given 
to one a penetrating judgment; to another, a 


curious hand, or a ſtrong arm: Some are diſpoſed 
to travel abroad; others to manufactures at home; 
each conducing to the public good; and qualified 
for diſcharging the reſpective offices in which they 
are engaged. As in the natural body, every 
member and organ is placed in the ſituation moſt 
| ſuitable to its office, and all are at eaſe and con- 
tent; ſo in the political body, the great Governor 
of the Univerſe inclines men to chuſe out of this 
great variety, what is moſt acceptable to them- 
| ſelves, and uſeful to the community; and renders 
_ thoſe labours and employments tolerable and ealy 
to ſome, which to others appear big with hardſhip | 
and woe: The rich ought to remember that their 
comforts as much depend on the ſervice of the 
poor, as the ſupport of the poor does on their 
_ affluence or bounty: So that * the eye cannot 
„ ſay to the hand, 1 have no need of thee; 
% nor the head to the feet, I have no need of 


* you (b);” this ſhould induce them to treat 


the poor with zenderne/s, and reward them with 


liberality. 


FS II. That every one who is capable of it, 
ſhould be conflantly employed in ſome uſeful ſtation 
of life, appears a truth ſo evident that little need 
' be ſaid to ſupport it. Few indeed are ſo worthleſs 
as to by always idle, but that we buſy ourſelves only 
now and then, as humour and fancy inclins us, can 


never be {ufficientto anſwer the end of our creation 3 


tor this it is neceſſary we ſhould exert ourſelves in 
iome Buſineſs that may fully employ our time; and 
1 „ - matt -- 


4 The Wiſdom and Goodneſs i Gov, &e: 


that it ſhould be our own proper buſi.” ; for 
ar Wiſdom cenſures thoſe as Are live 
ers (c), who either work not at all, or are Buſy- 
beales, "riding intermedlers in the * of others, 
to the neglect of their oon; and requires that 
they ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their own bu- 
« ſineſs (4). The wiſe Governor of the univerſe 
has appointed to every one his proper Place and 
work, and will rather reprove than reward thoſe 
who are aCting out of their own ſphere. But as 
pride and flat h have many pleas, I ſhall endeavour 
to enforce the obligations toa life of uſeful activi- 
ty, by o0 oferving, 
itt, That the nature and reaſon of thi ings require 
it. There are comparatively few whoſe circum- 
{ſtances are independent. Now it is highly un- 
reatonadle to live upon others without a mutual 
return of advantage. And to expect that ſuſte- 
| nance ſhould drop from the clouds, without la- 
bour and care of our own, is an abſurdity fo ob- 
vious and flagrant, that none are ſtupid enough 
to maintain it; yet their conduct is not much 
wiſer, who pretend to live upon providence while 
they live in , and do not exert themſelves in 
ſome proper buſineſs for their own ſupport. But 
let a perſon's circumiſtances be what they will, 
the Gop of nature, who doth nothing in vain 
by having given vs capacities and powers for 46 
tion, plainly intimates, that it is our duty to em- 
play them in a rational and uſeful manner. In- 
dceccd, activity is ſo natural and delightful to man, 
that if idleneſs had the ſanction of a law to en- 
for ce ic, no doubt many would nnn, pay their 
fine f for liberty to wok. 


2 Fk. ni. 11. ( Theff. ic. 11. 
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Our Obligations to a Lif fo of af ful Activity. 5 


2d, It is the expreſs command and a3pointment of 
Gch. Adam, before and after his fall, was 
placed in a ſtate of eHiov. In innocency, the 
wiſdom of Gop choſe a calling for him: * The 
Lord God tock the man, and put him into the 
& garden of Eden, to dreſs it, and to keep it (e).“ 


If a noble birth, as one obferves, a great 


„ eſtate, a fmall family, and a mind fitted for 
1 


contemplation, would excuſe man from labour; 


„ none have fo fair a plea for it as he.“ At- = 


ter the fail, when labour was more difficult to 


5 him and lefs profitable, he was injoined, in the 
* ſweat of his face to eat his bread, until he ſhould 
return unto his duſt ().“ The command 


of almighty Gon to all his poſterity is, that 


<©« fix days the ey ſhould labour, and do all their 


de work 4 ) * ln this is plainly implied, that 
all ſhould fill up their time with ſome proper 


employment, from one ſea'cn of relizious reft to 
another: For it is obvious to remark, that the 
obligation to labour fix days, is expteſſed in 25. 
general terms, and is bound upon is by the ane 
authority, as the religious obietvation of the 


venth, Nor is the calc c 1anged under the arge 


by which men are commanded and exhorted in 
the name and authority of Gur Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, with quietne(s to work, and to eat 
de their own bread {5).” That his precepts 
might have greater force, he has given u bis on 


example ; for beſore his entrance into the minit- 


terial office, we find him 1:bouring in the carpen- 


LOW 


ters trale (i): And it ſo Givine a Perſon & 20pcd 


to a mean calling to teach us humility, diligence 


| B 3 and 
( Ex0d. xx. 9. () 2 Theft, in. 12. 


(i) Mark vi. 3 


P 


rr 


6 Our Obligations to a Life of uſeful Activity. 
and induſtry, ſhall any who call him their Maſter, 
refuſe to imitate him herein It is not indeed ſup- 
poſed that all ſhould be employed i in labours equal ly 
mean and fervile ; but what is pleaded for is, that 
every one ſhould fill up life in a manner becoming 
reaſunable and accountable beings, and members 
related to ſociety. 
3d, Julie te our families 2nd the public re- 
quite it, The great Author of our natures, has 
implanted in every being, love and affection to 
| theie tender offspring, which excites them to ſtudy 
and promote their happineſs; but idlencis and 
| Noth obſtruct thoſe bleſſings by which the family 
might live comfortably, and be diſpoſed of happi- 
ly: And whatever profeſſion of religion there may 
be, the ſacred records warrant us to ſay, that“ if 
any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for 
„ fthoſe of his own houſe, he hath denied the 
« faith, and is worſe than an infidel (4).” How 
unnatural | is the ſight, when by the flothfulnets of 
the parent, the children are cloathed with regs | 
Or how can they riſe up and call them bleffed, 
who thus make them heirs to nothing but poverty 
and diſtreſs? 
Nor is the regard we owe to the public to be 
_ overlooked. None ſhould fland as cyphers in their 
generation, but ſo employ themſelves as to be 
bleſſings in it, that their abſence may be ſenſibly 
ſelt. How many are employed to furniſh us with 
the conveniences and necefiaries of life; and how 
unreaſonable is it to make 70 returns? The induſ- 
trious Bees drive the uſeleſs drones from their little 
eommonwealth ; and indeed thoſe deſerve not the 
| protection, that add not to * welfare of the 
: public. 


On 


(4) r Tim v. 8. 


Our Obligations to a Life of uſeful Aftvity. 7 


On theſe principles, and from a conviction that 
zdleneſs was injurious to the conſtitutions and morals 
of men, and very unjuſt and miſchievous to ſociety, 


the ancient Greeks and Romans appointed Magit- 
trates to ſee that no perſons ſpent their time in 


ſloth; and ſeverely puniſhed thoſe that thus of- 


- fended. It was the general Cuſtom of the Vert 
to bring up their children to manual labour, hov? 

_ plentiful ſoever their circumſtances were, or ho- 
polite ſoever their education was deſigned to be: 
On this Account we find the apoſtle Paul, who 
bad a learned education, under the greateſt of their 
Rabbi's, working as a Tent- Maker (1), The 
ſame cuſtom is continued | in other nations to this | 


day. 


4th, Our on fafety and comfort much Jepend 


upon it. The buſy perſon, like the bird upon the 


wing, eſcapes many of thoſe ſnares to which the 
indolent are expoſed. It is hardly poſhble that a per- 
fon ſhould continue abſolutely unemployed for any 
long time; and he that is not doing what he cught, 
will be doing what he ought not; the deſtroyer ot 
ſouls can hardly with for a fairer mark at which 
to direc his temptations, than an idle perſon. Ine 
ſloth of Sodom is repreſented as one cauſe of the 
wickedneſs of it (m); And David's criminal in- 
dulgence ſeems to have been preceeded by the {ame 
indilpoſition (1): But an honeſt diligence ſub4ues 


that pride, luſt, and ſenſuality, which are cheriſhed 


by floth and indolence ; ; and nen vacat, I am not 
at leiſure, is ſometimes a more powerful reſtraint 

from evil, than non licet, it is not lawful, What 
numbers have been cut off in the midſt of life, or 
had their beings rendered uncomfortable while 
they lived, * the great variety of diſeaſes which 


B 4 So Aolb 


(7 05 Xvi. 3. 0 Each xvi. 49. (#) 2 Sam. xi. 2. 


4 


8 Sloth reproved. 


Seth and inaftvity bring upon the human frame ; 
(as dropſies, conſumptions, melancholy, and the 
like,) which according to all human views, might 
| hare been prevented by. ulctul activity? The 
ft. rence of Noth and infuniy in the acquitition. 
and enj.vinent of the good thingseof lite, is too 
cv. deut to need ary illutttation here. From hence 

e maß take Cccaſtion to fee © ES | 
. {hat an mdzlent life 1 is 4 meats whatever 
cxcuſes may bs Made for it. 

It is certainy wrong, that pe rlons 77: nent 
circumſiances in liſe, Hau d think themſelves ex- 
_culed rem activity and emnplahment. This is to 
relle ct on the wiſdem of Gop, as if he required 
the 1 ſervice of thoſe to whom he hath commit- 
ted g talents : And it ſhews great ignorance of 
the preper v/e of ſuch giits, and the beſt way of 
reliſhing and enjoying then. Superior advantages 
in lite are chiefly valuable as they give a op poriu- 
ity of ſerving God, and doing good i in a more 


bhenourable and extenſive way; bor their deſign is 


perverted, when they are made a plea. for Noth 
a1; luxury. IC your £3v#2 condition does not re- 
quite the impros ement of your fortune, the wants 
of ethers Co, and the \ v. ee of your foul Bray ren- 
der an employment highly expedient. A thou- 
ſand vices are produced by idicneſs, The human 
mind without exerciſe, like ſtanding water, 10061 
grows corrupt; and a life ſpent in the chearful 
lervice of Gon. and uſeſulneſs to menkind, will 
doubtleſs yield a more pleajant ſaclian in the de - 
Cline of years, Or the proſpect of death, than tine 
uiffed away in inaCtivity an doing nothing. 
Devotion is ſometimes pleaded in vindicatien at 4 
this; but I fear it is ſeldom a juſt and ſufficient 
excuſe, even in the caſe of perſons in an efluen: 
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| | Sloth reproved. = } 


ſtate : But it is particularly vain, when uſed by 


' thoſe whoſe circumſtances in life, render an em- 
ployment nece//ary for the ſußport of themſelves 


and their family. It is a groſs abſurdity, that any 


ſhould think themſclves exculeable, who neglect. 
the proper dutics of ſocial and relative life, thiough 


an exceſſive application to the external duties of 
1 eligizus worthip : Who live as if they were ol! for, 
and had u bedy related to the things and perſons of 
the preſent ſtate; and permit their families and 
buſineſs 1% /angui/h for want of their preſence, 


while they are indulging the intemperate fervours 
of an indiſcreet zeal, of an unſeaſonable and miſ- 
taken piety. 
Nor is it a ſufficient excuſe that any have been | 
| hitherto unſucceſ ful in buſineſs. Let ſuch exert. 
themſelves with vigour, and conſider their difap- 


pointment as a motive to greater di lis zence and 


prudence, rather than a realon for 1 nt deſpon- 
diency. One attempt may ſuccecd, though others 
have been fruitleis. inſtead, therefore, of fitting 


down diſcouraged, let pe: ſons in this caſe uſe care 


and diligence to jind cut the cauſe of their u: Mieccels- 
| fulneſs, and endeavour to correct it; whether it be 


imprudence, indolence, unſkilfulneſs, credulity or 


vice: And having done this, let them end2avour to 


ee eee e e again into buiineſs, Wich Zreater 


caution, with more ſteady reſolution and dilige >*NCE, 


and with an humble dependence on God, the 


giver of wiſdom, and fountain of happineſs. 
If {nability 1 E een take care it be real 4 


not imaginary. Theie is no perſon to whom 


God has given the cxerciſe of I Cation, but may 
employ himſelf in ame tuny or oer; ant an in- 


duſtrious mind will break 155 rough many. Aich ultics, 


rather than and as à cyber in the woiid, In- 
B S | Ceed 
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10 Suggeſtions to the Rich, 
deed if we are wholly diſabled by infirmities, Gop 
himſelf gives a releaſe from labour. Patience and 
ſubmiſſion to his will, are the proper duties of that 
ſtate ; which, however, it may and ſhould be borne 
with patience, will always be conſidered an an 
affliction by an active mind. It is to be feared, 
the cauſe of perſons loitering away their lives very 
frequently is, that their purſes are too low forfhigh = 
and honourable employments and their ſpirits 7% 
high for thoſe that are mean: they would live 
without labour, and enjoy plenty without pains; 
and their antiillingneſs to action, and not their 
inability, is the true cauſe of an indolent life. 
22. Let parents be perſuaded to educate their 
children for a life of buſineſs and vſefubrieſs ; let 
not ſuch noble powers and faculties produce ſuch 
i0:rthiefs lives, as are a reproach to the human 
nature; for if you are rich, the wealth you give 
them without an employment, will only be ue 
for their luſts; and make their preſent folly the 
more canſpicuaus, and their eternal ruin the more 
inevitable; as it is next to impoſſible, in a ftate of 
indolence, to enjoy the full means of gratifying. 
the inordinate appetites and affections of depraved 
nature, without the inclination to comply with 
their ſolicitations, If you are peer, the injury 
ou do to your children is irreparable; you 
_Circct them in the way to ame and miſery, and 
ctray the truſt which Gop has committed to you; 
whereas by placing them in ſome honeſt calling, 
tn-y might be happy in themſelves, uſetul in the 
World, and reſpected by all about them. : 
Let the young be excited by theſe conſiderations 
to apply with it aud rilolution to acquire uſe— 
ful knowledue, that they may be fit for thoſe 
„ mployments by which they may credit their. 
- 7 friend:, 
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friends, and be ſerviceable to mankind: Though | 
_ wiſdom and knowledge be difficult to attain, and 


eaſe and paſtime have a more enticing view at 


preſent ; yet the fruits of induſtry in riper years, 


will abundantly recompence your preſent labour 


and felf-denial : Folly and want are eaſy ac- 


quiſitions, but wiſdom and wealth are only to be 


procured under the bleſſing of heaven, by induſtry. 
and care. : ; pas 


(2.) What egregious folly is it to negleR rei- 


gien, the great buſineſs and end of life ; and that 
in which the ſafety and happineſs of our immortal 


ſoul is ſo intimately concerned? If drligence in 


: common affairs is ſo important, if negligence there 


is ſo culpable, they are infinitely more ſo here. 


That the ſoul ſhould be adorned with the moral 

image of God; that its beauty in this reſpect 
ſhould grow; that by a ſincere faith in Chriſt, 
and an humble repentance towards God, we 
| ſhould be made meet for final and everlaſting 
glory; and the lively expectation thereof ſhould 


row into the full aſſurance of hope: Theſe are 
objects that will repay the moſt aſſiduous applica- 


tion, the greateſt diligence. This is a caſe fo 
plain, that children, and almoſt Ideots, might ſeem 
capable of judging in it. In ſuch a cauſe, we 


might expect to find ardour and perſeverance even 


in the moſt ſluggiſh minds, in thote which no 


proſpect of earthly honour or wealth can warm. 


But how prepoſterous is it! Theſe infinite con- 
cerns are overlooked, this important neceſlary buſineſs 
is neglected, not by the ignorant, the indolent and 


ſluggiſh alone; but by the prudent and ſhrewd 


by men of buſineſs, ſteddineſs, aud unwearied ap- 


plication. There are thoſe that 7/e up carley, ard 


4 / - ” 
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rs dawn late, that eat the bread of labour and care- 


12 Paſſages of Scripture. 
| fulueſ; for a little, it may be a very little, emp- 
ray gain, who cannot find a moment to think of 
| God and their fouls, though reaſon, conſcience, 
and the word of God, aſſure them that the neglect 
_ muſt prove deftruChive of their eternal happir 5. 
O ye prudent and toiling mortals ! Are the unſatis- 
fying, tranſcient enjoyments and honours of this 
life worth ſo much; and is it of no importance that, 
. when theie things fail, you may be received to 
everlaſting habitations ! Conſider your ways and 
be wiſe. O may God teach us all to know 
the things that differ, and prefer thoſe that are 
moſt excellent, and by the powerful energy of his 
| Grace make us wiſe and happy for ever! 
And Abel was a #eefer of ſheep, but Cain: 
% was a tiller of the Ground, Gen. i iv. 2. 1 Sam. 
„ ee 22. ans nv. 26. | 
© The ſun riſeth—Man 2555 forth unto bis 
„ work, and to his labcur, until the evening, 
F 
« The /othful man roaſteth not that which he 
© took in hunting; but the ſubſtance of a dil; gent 
© man is precious, Prev. xii. 27. 
In all labewr there is profit, but the talk of the 
e lips tendeth only to poverty, Prov. xiv. 23. 
« He that loveth pleaſure ſhall be a poor man: 
« He that loveth wine and oil ſhall not be rich, 
4 Prov. xxi. 17. 
« By much feli futnef the building decays; 
and through iden- of the hands the houſe drop- 
4%. peth through, Lercleſ. x. 18. 
Wo can find a virtuous woman ? — She 
is ſegketh wool and flax, and wwerketh willingly 
+ 0 th her hands.—She viſeth alſo while it is yet 
" e ang giveth meat to her houſhold.— She 
-* 1:5 her Lunds 10 o the ſpindie, and ber hand: 
hold 


ain 
am. 


ing, 


h he 


gent 


f the 


aysS3 


lrop- 


She 


ingly 
is yet 


— She 


hand: 
bold C: 


his 


_** Behold, this was the iniquity of % m, pride, 
ſulneſs of bread, and abundance of al-nefs was | 
in her, and in her” daughters; neither did the 


Paſſuges of Scripture. . 13 


hold the diſtaff.—She looked well to the ways 
of her houſhold, and eateth not the bread of 


idleneſs, Sc. Prov. xxxi. 10-31. 


ſtrengthen the hands of the poor and 88 
Ezek. xvi. 49. 


: 66.” ] here was a diſciple named Dorcas; this wo- 
man was full of good works, and al:ns-deeds.. 

And all the widows ſtood by weeping, and 
ſhewing the coats and garments which Dorcas 


made while ſhe was with them, Acts ix. 36—39. 


« You yourlelves know that theſe hands have 
miniſtred to my neceſiities, and to them that 
were with me. — I have ſhewed you all things, 
how that ſ% labouring, ye ought to ſupport che 
weak; and to remember the words of our 
Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed 


to give than to receive, Acts XX. 34, 35. 
Eph. iv. 28. 


„„ Withal, they learn to he idle, wandvring 


about from houſe to houſe ; and not only idle, 
but tatlers alſo, and buly bodies, 1 Tim. v. 13. 
| « [et ours alſo learn to maintain gad works 
lor honeſt trades, Margin) tor neceflary uſes, 
that they be not unfruittul : Theſe things are 
good and profitable unto wn, Sc, Titus | iii. 
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of chooſing a CALLING. | 


$ 1. 7 be lawfu Ineſs of a calling to be attended | 
to in the choice of it. — And its ſuitableneſs 
Io the abilities of body and mind, education 
and circumſtances. — Conſideration recom- 
* mended therein. — Reſpelt to the advice of 
others.— And the intereſt of the ſoul. — De- 
pendance upon divine providence. — And 
regard to a particular inclination.——Scrip- 
tures ſuitable. S Il. Due diſpoſitions and 
views, as neceſſary as a proper choice. 
Religious principles. — Steady reſolutions.— 
Humility and faithfulneſs. —The fludy of the 
 Jacred ſcriptures. And prayer to * Z 
"uns; recommended, & c. 


8 I. paving n the oligations to Ry 

life of buſineſs, and advantages of it . 
: the next thing that preſents itſelf to us is, the 
proper choice of it. This, at firſt view, muſt ap- 
pear to every one a momentous Concern, as ſo 
much of the comfort and happineſs of an after 
life depends upon it. As to children and youth, 
it is commonly under the direction of parents or 

ardians; but the inclination of the perſon to be 
diſpoſed of is not to be diſtegarded. The direc- 
tions neceſſary under this head may be compri- 


| ſed in theſe two, that the calling we chooſe be 
RE and — : 


” i.) Both - 


mpri- 


dle be 


Both 


TDbe prudent choice of a Calling. 15 
(1.) Both the diſpoſers and diſpoſed muſt agree 


to chooſe a calling that is /awful. To do a ſinful 


att is bad enough, but to make a trade of ſin, 
and employ our lives in one continued ſcene of 
diſobedience to Gop, is a condition that cannot 


be thought of without the utmoſt abhorrence, by 


any one, in whom the principles of virtue and 
religion are not wholly extinguiſhed ; as the 


continual curſe of God mult neceflarily be at- 
tendant upon them. The proſpect of gain may 
blind the eyes of men, and carry them on in 

| ſuch a courle without reflecting ; but it is often 
ſeen that the divine reſentment follows them, even 


in this life, by bla/{ing their hopes and aims, and 


_ cauſing wealth thus gotten by vanity to be dimi- 
niſbed (o): but ſhould this not be the caſe, God 
does not forget, nor loſe the right to puniſh, thoſe 
cirimes, on which he does not animadvert in this 
world. It is a plain, though a lamentable caſe, 
that men are now diſpoſed to take great liber- 
ties with their conſciences, and make a light 
matter of religion, as if it was confined to a few 
outward acts of piety, without having any thing 
to do with their general conduct; in ſuch an 


age it would be difficult to point out thoſe cal- 


lings that come under the character of criminal, 
without cenſure ; yet every one muſt acknowledge 
that thoſe employments are certainly evil, that 


tend to leſſen the reverence and duty we owe to 


Almighty Gop; or ob/truf the general good of 


mankind ; that are either the neceſſary occaſions of 
ſin to ourſelves, or the certain incentives to it in 


others. — Thoſe only are /awful in which we 
can reaſonable aſk for the bleſſing of Gop, and 


expect his favour and acceptance, T his indeed 


(e) Prov, xiii. 11,ch, xxi. 6.— ch. xxii. 8, 
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16 The he lent dolce PT a Calling. 


is the belt rale we can form to ourſelves by which 


to judge of cvery doubtful action. Not that every 
lawful calung promotes the bhappine!s of every 
individual, tor foldiers and pubic EXCCULIGNETS, 


who deliroy the lives t men, are nevertheleſs in- 
ſtruments of public good ; and perſous may ſome- 


times innocently trade in thote things, which others 
may Ticted!y abuſe, as might be inttanced 1 in ny 5 


caallings. 


(2. The employment or calling we chank, 


mult be ue or fit. Raſhnels and negligence 
herein, hus often been the ruin of particular per- 
ſons, and ſumetimes a public iniſchiet. Thoſe ws 
have capacities and endowments above their call- 
ings, grow unealy and diſcontented in them. 


Thoſe who have employments above their capaci- 


ties, after ſome weak and unſucceſsful attempts, 


are diſcouraged ; ; and if they ate placed in more 


cxalted ſtations ot life, render their weakneſs the 


more conſpicuous, and prove a ſhame and reproach 
_ unto them. 


Let therefore the . of body and mind, be 


_ conſidered. As to the mind; never thruſt one of 


a dul] capacity, bad memory, ſhallow judgment, 


or ungovernable paſſions, into an ingenious, eſpe- 
cially | into a religious profeſſion z for though ſome 


of mean abilities have proved uſeful in church and 
ſtate, yet as that ſeldom happens, ſo the divine 


Goodneſs in making them ſucceſsful, will not 
| ju, the folly and raſhneſs of man, in making 


ſuch an wnadviſed choice. The Almighty Gop | 
may do what he roll, we muſt do what we 
ought ; that is, fit the means to the end, and for 
an ingenious calling, chooſe an ingenious perſon. 


—On the other hand, it is great pity to confine a 
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The prudent cheice of a Calling. * 


like n thoſe to the oar, that might fit at 
the helm. God, by giving to ſome excellent and 


large capacities, tacitly appaints them to employ- | 


ments ſuited thereto, if other circumftiances con- 


cur; for his methoJ of calling men now, is not 


by audible words, but by beſtowing real and ſuit- 


able gitts.— The employment ſhould likewiſe be 
Etted to the firength of Body, A robuſt and 
healthy conſtitution, where the endowments of the 
mind ate ſmall, is fitteſt for a laborious calling; 
and thoſe of weaker, and more tender conſtitutions, 
 fhould be placed in caſier ſtations of life. . 


Let the education and circumſtances be regarded. 


A genteel or liberal education, directs to a genteel 
or liberal calling, if other things concur. A 
plain employment, very well ſuits a plain educa- 


tion; but it will require uncommon wiſdom and 


' humility, for perſons of Jearning and ingenuity, 
to ſtoop to low and ſervile employments, and be 
eaſy in them. Thoſe likewiſe who have been ten- 

derly educated, ſhould not be placed under too 


much ſeverity, leſt ſuch new wine, being put into 
old bottles, it be ſpilt and loF.— The crcumfances 


of perſons are alſo to be conſidered in the choice 


of a calling, It is abſurd to ſet thoſe to follow a 


plow, who by the fortune they are to receive, 
might be qualified to fill the chair. But it is to 
be feared people more frequently err on the other 
fide. Vanity and pride lead perſons to chooſe for 
| themſelves, or thoſe they are concerned for, call- 
ings fupettor to their ſubſtance, in hopes of ſume 
imaginary, fortuitous events, which feldom come 


to paſs; upon this preſumption they either enter 


into e a falſe foundation, and ſo 28 
jute ruin atgany conſiderable diſappointment z 


Ie for want of a capital to engage in — 
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18 The prudent choice of a Calling. 
they are obliged to remain in a ſtate of /ervirude 
and dependance all their days. | 
In order to à happy choice, therefore, 
Lit, Let due confederation be uſed. It is highly 
abſurd to fix upon ſuch a weighty affair as a condi- 
tion for life, without the ſerious exerciſe of rea/on 
and thought; and yet we too often find that hu- 
mour and fancy are the guides that are chiefly 
conſulted in this momentous concern. Perſons 
_ promiſing themſelves eaſe or honour, pleaſure or 
gain in this or the other employment, ruſh into 
it, and, their promiſes exceeding the bound of 
reaſonable expectation, and diſappointing their 
hopes, they grow reſtleſs and weary of their 
Choice. Conſider then, is the calling I am a- 
bout to chooſe /awful in itſelf, and ſuitable for 
me? have I means proportioned to the end, ca- 
pacity ſufficient to attain the knowledge of it; 
_ ſtrength and patience to bear its burdens ; and 
ſubſtance to ſupport the expences ? Otherwiſe, 
like the Veli builder, after you have laid the 
foundation, you will not be able to finiſh, and 
thereby expoſe yourſelf to ſorrow and ſhame. If 
vou are fitted for callings of different excellence, 
it is our wiſdom and duty to chooſe that in which 
we may me/t eminently ſerve GoD, and the com- 
munity. _ Be, jj 
2d, Let faithful, jadielaous perſons be conſulted, 
eſpecially of tne ſame calling, They are the 
| fitteſt judges in their gn profeſſion as they belt 
know the convenienc\s ad inconveniences at- 
_ trending it, and the qualifications requiſite for it: 
great regard therefore ſhouid be had to their ad- 
vice, ſuppoſing them judicious and faithful. Let 
the young be perſuaded to ſubmit their judgments 
to perſons of experience and fidelity, and ſteer 
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| The prudent cheice of a Calling 19 


their courſe by their advice. Then, ſhould they 


be unſucceſsful, this reflection will yield them ſup- 


port, “ that they were not ruined by their on. 


raſhneſs;“ and they will find perſons ready to 


_ afſilt a man of conduc? and prudence in his diſtreſs, 
who would deſpiſe the man of /2:9ur and caprice. 
3d, Choole fuch a calling and place as may not 


be dangerous to the mind. There are ſome callings 


which are in themſelves lawful, and ſufficiently 
gainful, in which, nevertheleis, as they are 


at prelent managed, none who regard the pre- 


cious and immortal ſoul, would fix their chil- 
dren ; becauſe the temptations which attend them 
are ſo many and great, that it is next to impoſ- 
ible to be preſerved from the contagion of vice 
and immorality in them.——There are places 
alſo, which on account of buſineſs would be de- 
_ ſervedly preferred, and yet by the ſupineneſs and 

neglect of maſters in the government of their fa- 
milies, and the infection of evil ſervants, who are 

the bane of 8 they are rendered equally de- 


ſtructive. eal not worſe by your children, 


than you would by the herd of the ſtall, or the 
ſheep of the fold. Expoſe not their immortal fouls 
to ſuch eminent hazard for any momentary gain; 
for © what will it profit a man to gain the whole 
ee world, and loſe his own foul, or what ſhall a 

man give in exchange for his foul (p)?“ Let 


them be ſituated where Gop is reverently wor- 


| ſhipped, and his day religiouſly obſerved ; where 
the weakneſs and impetuolity of youthful diſpoſiti- 
ons, may be under a who!ſome reſtraint, and they 


may be taught to live for time and eternity : For, 


permit me to ſay, that if their lives and manners 
are not regulated by reaſon and religion, they will 


| BE be 
(p) Matt. xvi. 26, | 
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20 The prudent choice of a Calling. 
be as far from happineſs in this world, as hs are 
from the warrantable hopes of a better. | 
4th, Let the divine providence be ackni 2wledged, 
by earneſt Jupplications for direction and alftance. 
It is Gov that appointed the bounds and places of 
our habitation, that by a ſenſe of our dependence 
upon him, we might be induced to e eber 
him (g). It is part of the reaſunable hemage 
which intelligent and dependent creatures owe to 
the ſupreme Creator and Governor of all, to 
acknowledge him in all their ways; in doing 
this we are allowed to hope that he wil ai- 
rect our paths (r); but in the negiet of it, 
as we have no right to expect the guidance or 
bleſſing of heaven, fo it will be no wonder if we 
meet with diſappointment and diſtreſs, Gon 
only knows a!l the temptations and difficulties, 
advantages and diſadvantages of ihe ſeveral fitua- 
tions in life, and cur ſtrength and fitneſs to bear 
them. He has often directed the honeſt humble 
enquirer, ſometimes by perſons and means un- 
known and unthovght cf, into the way moſt con- 
ducive to his preſcnit comfort and future happt- 
neſs. It is our beſt intereit, as well as our pro- 
per duty, to leave him to “ chooſe our inhe- 
© ritance for us (s).“ 8 


5th, In concurrence with the foregoing OOH 
ons, let the perfo's carter be conluited z which 
if it is firongly and reafonably fixed on any par- 
ticular callin, 2, 15 one method whereby we receive 
the direction of providence, and a good ſtep to a 
proper choice: Peciors- generally make the beſt pro- 
ficiency in, and moſt caſiiy bear the inconveniences 
of, thoſe employments and lituations, to which 
: their natural d: ſ politions incline tgem. 

<< ] wouls 
(2) Adds xyii 26. (+) Prov, 1!, 6. () Pfal. xlvii. 4 
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«] would /e unto Gon, and unto Gop would 


I commit my ctuſe, Job v. 8. 
«© Then I proclaimed a faſt, that we might 
2M:&t ourſelves before our Gov, to ſeek of 


him a igt way. — So we beſought our Cop 
for this, and he was intreated of us.—The_ 
hand of our Gop is upon all them for good 


that /ee# him ; but his power and his wrath is 


againſt all them that forſake bim, Ezra viii. 


2123. 
Neither know 1 we what to do, but our eyes 
are up unte zee, 2 Chron. xx. 12. 


* In the multitude of Counſe lars there! 1s fafery, 5 


Prov. xi. 14. 


& 'Trutt in the Lord with all 4 hes: - and. 
lean not to thine 9wn underſtanding. -—Þ2 not 


wiſe in thine own eyes: Fear the Loid, and de- 
part from evil, Prov. iii. 5, 7. 


« A man's have deviſeth his ways but the Lord 


directeih his ſteps, Prov. xvi. | 
+ I know, O Lord, that the way of man is 


not in himſelf; it is not in man that walketh to 
fired} his ſteps, Jer. x. 23. | 


Let ours allo learn to maintain 8 works ts 


profe/s honeſt trades, Margin) for neceſſary uſes, 


that they be not unfruittul, 771. iii. 14. 


let him labour working with his hands the thing 
which is good; that he may have to give to him 
that needeth, Epbeſ. iv. 28. 


L „Wo uato him that buildeth his hn by 1, un- 


( 


rightecuſnsſs, and his chambers by Wrong, Sc. 
Ferem. xxii. 13. 


It ye will walk contrary 4e me—Then will 
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22 Religious Principles recommended. 


you yet ſeven times for your fins, &c. Levite 
© xxvi. 21—28. 

« Wealth gotten by vanity hall be * 
ed; but he that gathereth by labour mall ins 
"00 creaſe, Prov. Xiil. 11. | 
| << Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing Pr. x. 2. 
„ He that ſoweth — ſhall reap vanity, - 
Prov. xxii. 8. 


$1. Proper d 1 poßti tions 1 Views, are equally | 
neceſſary with a ſuitable choice of an employ- 
ment. As we are beings, not governed by inſtinct 
as irrational creatures are, but poſſeſſed of reaſon, 
and directed in the exerciſe of it by a revelation 
from Gop; it concerns us, that the views and 
motives of all our actions, and the diſpoſition and 
manner in which they are conducted, be agreeable 
to the directions heaven has given to lead us in the 
paths of duty and happineſs, and worthy of the 
reaſonable natures with which we are endowed. 
Now to this end it is eſpecially neceſſary that the 
mind be influenced and directed by the principles 
of religion. We may juſtly impute the miſcar- 
riage of thouſands, to their unadviſed and irreligi- 
ous introduction into life ; they go to Univerſities 
and Trades, without any ſenſe of duty or danger, 
and being unarmed, are ſoon ſurprized by thoſe 
_ temptations with which an evil world is filled, 
and which a depraved nature is too ready to em- 
brace, to their utter ruin and deſtruction. To pre- 
vent this, labour after a true underſtanding of 
the chr: (an religion, and regulate your tempers 


and conduct by it in every ſcene of life. 


I. Let a ſincere love and reverence of Gon, and 
deſire of his acceptance and favour through Chriſt 
| , be the governing ſpring and motive of all 


your 


A caution againſt evil Company. 2 3 


your actions. When the mind is devoted to Gop, and 


bent on pleaſing him, we have the ſtrongeſt ſecurity 


againſt preſent guilt and folly, and future miſery 
and puniſhment. If we ſincerely ſerve him, he 
will ſurely bleſs us; He will intereſt himſelf in our 
concerns, ſupport us under our difficulties, give us 
the direction of his wiſdom, and the conſolations of 
his grace, and preſerve us from a tnouſand follies 
and miſeries by which thoſe are overtaken, who 
make worldly gain, or their own luſis and vicious ap- 
petites, the governing principles of their lives. Be- 


lieve it, Sirs, it is as much your intereſt as your duty, 


to be early and truly religious, and to“ remember 
e your creator in your youth (f).“ It is this for 
which you were created and redeemed, and are 
ſupported and maintained in life; and which the 
Majeſty of heaven claims of you as his due. Let 
the buſineſs of your callings be proſecuted, * not 


& with eye ſervice as pleaſing men only, but as 


«© the ſervants of Chriſt, with good will doing 
& ſervice as unto the Lord, and not to men (4).” 
This will enoble the meaneſt employment, and 

ſecure your higheſt end and trueſt happineſs, what- 
ever your ſucceſs may be in other reſpects s. 

2. In dependence upon the help of Gop, let 


your religious principles be accompanied with 


Teach me, my God and Kin 
In all things thee to fee; 
And what 1 do in any thing, 
To do it as for thee: _ 
A fervant with this clauſe, 
Makes drudgery divine ; 7 
| Who ſweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
Makes that and th' action fine. | 


(:) Eccleſ xu. r. (.) Epheſ. vi. 6, * 
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24 A caution againſt evil Company. 

Heady reſolutions. Temptations and difficulties 
unknown before, attend every new ſcene of life, 
which ſoon overcome the unprepared and irre- 
ſulute mind; but if vou diſcern the hook as well 
as the bait, and conſider the conſequences as 
well as the incentives to evil, by the grace of the 
Lord Jetus Chriſt, you may eicape. Of all 
temptations to which the young are en poſed, 
none is more fata and pernicious than evil come 
oy. Such are to be tound every where, who, like 
2 fallen angels, having revolted from their alle- 
: 255 ce to Gop, endeavour to draw cthers into the 
| ſime guilt and concemnation with themſelves. 
Begin, therefore, no friendſhip with any, until you 
have a wrthy character of them from a judicicus 
hand, or have had a ſufficient time and opportu- 
nity to be ſatisfied of their ſeriouſneſs, from your 
oon obſervation: Let not former acquaint- 
ance only be thought a ſufficient foundation for 
fler friendſhip; for he might be very innocent at 
ſchool, who is now very vicious and profane. 
Let no accompliſhments of wit or learning, breed- 
ing or fortune, engage your heart to an intimacy 
with any who deſpiſe or ridicule a lite of ſerious 
religion and ſtrict virtue; for the more agreeable 
they are in other reſpects, ſo much the more fatal 
is their converſe likely to be: Herein you muſt 
be reſolute; two or three poſitive denials will 
free you from their ſolicitations, whereas eaſineſs 
and compliance will ſtrengthen their importunity, 
and when once you are intangled in the ſnare of 
evil company, you will find it very difficult to dif- 
engage yourſelf: If you are fometimes forced, on 
account of buſineſs or relation to converſe with per- 
lons of this character, let it ever be with a prudent 
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| abate by the ſneers of folly and profanenels, e- 


riouſl; inſpect the word of Cop, and tee what 
infinite wiidom dictares as the duty and happinc!s 
of man, and coniider which it is beſt to follow, 


the judgment of Gov, or that of blind and deluded 
ſinners.—Obſerve whether holineſs and virtue be 


any more than the real and vital influence and 
practice of that religion which th-y th:m;/elves, how- 


ever, v-inly profeſs to believe.—Conlider whether 


in the proſpect of death and at the day of jur- 


Y 


ment, they will not curſe themſelves and their own 
folly, for the neglect of that religion which they 

now impiouſly and madly deride; and then think 
whether be does not deſerve to periſh, who will 


forſake his God, his duty, and his beſt intereſt, 


for the ſneers of ſuch mad-men ; enquire therefore 
after the prudent, the wiſe, and religious of your 
age, and converſe with them; for he that walketl, 


with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but a companion of 


' Maintain alſo a eite induſtry under the la- 


| fools ſhall be deſtroyed Tf Tu 


bours and difficulties of your callings. Time and ule 


will make that caſy and tolerable, which at firſt 


appears difficult and burthenſome. The powers of 
the body and mind enlarge and /trengthen by prac- 
| tice, and with eaſe and pleaſure perform thoſe. 
things, which once were thought moſt grievous, 
Having therefore a tolerable capacity for your 


buſineſs, reſolv: 


mind. — Nor be diſcgur ane it you meet with ime 
ſcverities to which you hive diet been accuſlom- 
— f 


(e) Prov. XIII. 22. 
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26 umility and Fidelity enforced. 
ed; as ſtern and angry looks, harſh words, or 
unk ind uſage; divine providence permits theſe 
things to humble that pride, and tame that wan- 
| tonnels, to which youth is prone : Therefore 
Patiently and chearfully uit to what is ſuffera- 
ble in your calling, and ſtill hope that peace and 
ſatistaction will ſucceed toil and trouble, 
3. Particularly let me recommend to you Y- 
mility and faithjulneſs, as molt neceſſary to procure 
eſteem from thoſe you ſerve, and reſpect from all | 
_ mankind, - 115 
Humility will make you eaſy and contented in 
every condition of life; you will then be ready 
to be commanded; eaſy to be pleaſed; hard 
to be provoked ; and generally beloved. An 
humble mind thinks every good it receives 
more than it deſerves, and every evil fs. It will 
not think ittelf too great or too good to ſtoop to 
the meaneft ſervices of an honeſt employment; 
nor be wanting in a modeſt and reſpeciful behaviour 
to others. You will not then be dijpuiing when 

you ſhould obey ; fretting when you ſhould ſubmit; 
_ exvying thoſe you ſhould reſpect, or contemning 
thoſe you ſhould embrace. Theſe are the conſe- 
queices of pride of heart; a diſpoſition which will 
make you hateful to Gop, diſteſpected of men, 
and uneaſy to yourſelves, every labour will be 
thought too much, every reproof too galling, and 
every V week a year, until the time of tervitude ex- 
jires, and then you will carry your chain with 
you, for what liberty can he have that | is a fave 
to his pride and pathons ? : 
Fidelity is another amiable e which 
| ſhould be ever cultivated: Be tiue and fincere 
in your words, Let lying and diſſimulation be 
— unned with the greateſt abhorrence, as A vice 
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The ſtudy of the Scriptures. 27 
that is deſtructive to all friendſhip and converſe 


among men, by taking away tuat mutual cont 
dence which is the very bond of ſociety; and is 


the ſure characteriſtic of a mean and abandoned 
mind, wherever it is indulged (:) . Let tius there- 
fore be your reſolution at ali times, and in all 
7 caſes, to ſpeak the truth whatever it colts you. 


Dare to be true, nothing can need a be, . 
The fault that needs | it mot grows two W 


HERBERT, | 


You will find, a fault honeſtly confeſſi | will 


be attended with a much readier pardon, and 
preſerve a much better character, than whe» ex- 
cuſed or denied with @ lie, which at beit will ide 
it but for a 0 your Fidelity 
extend to dezds as well as words. Be punctu ally 
faithful and juſt in every thing you are entruſted 
with. Dimiviſh not the /ub/tance, divulge not 
the ſecret; of thoſe you ſerve, upon any pretence 
whatſoever. Then, though your ſkill and parts 
may fall ſhort of expectation, your faithfulneſs 


will procure you love and efteem. A true heart 


will make amends for a weak head, or a flow 
hand. Natural weakneſs will be pitied and par- 
doned, but falſeneſs and fraud are exceedin 
odious to Gon and man. Whatever, therefore, 


your neceſſities or temptations may be, never 


tranſgreſs the rules of ju/tice and truth, nor imagine 


that any degree of fxill or dexterity will recom- 
mend you in the world without them. 

4. Let the /tudy of the ſacred ſcriptures con- 
itantly employ ſome part of your leifure hours. 


2 Theſe 


(1) Rev. xxi. 8, 27. Chap. Kall. 15. Prov. xix. g. 
(21 Prov. * 1 | 
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28 The ſtudy of the ſacred ſcriptures, 

Theſe are the ſureſt guides to duty and happinefs, 
The mind of the bluticd God is herein laid open 
to man, to preſerve him fiom the worſt of evils, 
and to direct him to the higheſt god, ard ithew 


him the thoughts of his heart twwwards him for 


ever. Some parts a hound with the moſt enter- 
_ taining hiſtories, which are the more inſtructive, as 
- they not only relate the external actions of men, 
but the #aternal motives from whence they pro- 
ceeded, free from all fiction and falſnood. Here 
we are preſented with a ſyſtem of the moſt re- 
fined morality, founded upon the molt rational 
aud exaited conceptions of God ; and enforced by 
the molt awful and interetting ſanctions.— They are 
_ admirably contrived (with God's blefing) to heal 
the conſcience ; to purity, to comfort, to ennoble 
the Soul; to inſpite it with principles of virtue and 
goodneſs, and ſtiengthen and confirm it in the prac— 
tice of it: In a word, they ate able to make - 
Twijſe to ſalvation through faith in Chrift feſus (w) 
When your minds arc formed capable of rel. thing 
the pleaſures and purity of theſe jacred vilumes, a 
_ a caution will be leis neceſſary agaiuſt delight in 


thoſe looſe and immoral writings which ann i in 


the preſent day; which, however cel: brated for 
wit and politenels, tend to p- giſon the heart, cor- 
ropt the fancy, vitiate the affections; and for one 
u;eful leſſon that can be learned from them, are 
big with a thoufand ills. | 
5. Let humble, earneſt prayer 4 Gop for his 
grace and favour, be as the conſtant breath of 
your fouls : Never think that good reſolutiongwill 
ſecure you from moral evil, nur labour and ſkill 
from natd, 4 evil, without the concurrence of 
Heaven: V\ GL & i, the molt excellent parts, 
5 the 
(ar) 2 Tin N 5 


ligion ot 


* in your hearts, the Lord will not hear your 
n prayers (. nor accept your perions. 


and ſerious Prayer recommended. 29 
the wiſeſt inſtructors, and the moſt gainful em- 


ployments, can never enſure ſucceſs. The fre- 


quent miſcarriages of thoſe who have been ever 


way promiſing, plain! y ſhew that GOD fands for 


fonething, and whatever advantages men may be 
poſſeſſed of, all are but cyphers without his bl-/- 


| ing; which thoſe that deſire to enjoy, mult ute 


this method to obtain, 


This is not only ne- 


ccilary at the entrance into buſineſs, but in all 


ſucceſſive fe: ſons of life; becauſe we conſtantly | 
depend on Gop for the continuance of preſent 
blethings, as well as thoſe we hope for in N 
Aer. inc al) d ETON Z pr aver are as the ke 

open the .mercics- of the day, and ſhut out he 
dangers of the night, and therefore be conſtant 


and fince:2 in the practice of it; and let not the 


luccet> of your prayers be obſtructed by the irre- 
aut lives z for „ if you regard iniquity 


Thus waving cnolen a latrful calling in Aa re. 
1 


Foam emily, having your minds influenced 
by the rm ip! es of religion, —and vour reſolu- 


tions feady (th rough divine grace) for the prac- 
tice of it, —making the holy ſcriptures your ſtudy 


nd guide, —and leeking the bleſſing of he:ven 
Ly ſerious prayer to God ; you may comfortz bly 
enter por, and vigorouſly purſue the duties ot 
vour callings: Some aihitance for the regular and 
celigious diſchar: ge of which, is the dclign of the 


Hollowing Eilays. 


&& © that there were ſuch an heart in them 


that they would fear me, and keep all my cm- 
* mananent, always, that it might be well with 


C 3 „ BE 
(x) Pfal. Ixvi. 18. 


30 Paſſages of Scripture. 
e them.—Ye ſhall obſerve to do as the Lord your 
„ Gop hath commanded you: You ſhall not 
turn aſide to the right hand, or to the left.— 
« You ſhall walk in a the ways which the Lord 
« your Gop hath commanded you, that ye may 
ve, and that it may be well with yeu, and that 
he may prolong your days, Deut. v. 29—33. 
No therefore fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in ſincerity and truth And if it ſeem evil unto 
you to ſerve the Lord, chooſe you this day whom 
you will ſerve. . the people anſwered and 
« {aid, Gop forbid that we ſhould  forſake the 
. Lord, Faſhua xxiv. 14—16, = 
What man is he that deſireth life, and lor- 
« eth many days, that he may lee geed : - Ncep 
thy tengue from evil, and thy lips fro ipeak- 
ing guile.— Depart from evil, and do goa; 
eck peace and purſue it, P/al. xxxiv. 12—14. 
„My fon, it finncrs entice thee, conſent thou not. 
« —Walk not thou in the way with them, refrain 
ce thy foot from their path, &c. Prev. i. 10, 15. 
_$ My fon, forget net my law; but let th; „ 
« heart keep my commandments.— Let not 
» mercy and truth forſake thee ; write them upon 
the table of thine heart. —So ſhalt thou find 
«* favcur and good underſtanding in the ſight of 
« Gop and man. Prov. iii. 1-4. 5 
„ W.ſdom is the principal thing, therefore 
get wiſdom ; and with all thy getting, get un- 
4 derſtanding.— Exalt her, and the ſhalſ promote 
de thee : She ſha!l bring thee to honour when 
&« thou doſt embrace her.—dhe ſhall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace: A crown cf glory 
4 ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. Take faſt hold of 
«6. 7n/irudtion, let her not go; keep her for the is 


Bo 20 thy life, —Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
1 | e ol and | 


Paſſages of Scripture. 31 


© and go not into the way of evil men. —Avoid 


« jt, paſs not by it, turn from it, and paſs away,— 


« Pynder the path of thy feet, and let all thy 


& ways be eſtabliſhed, &c. Prov. iv. 727. 


„And thou, Solomon my ſen, know thou the 


„ (Gop of thy father, and ferve him with a per- 
„ fect heart, and with a willing mind; for the 


« [Lord fearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth 


all the imaginations of the thoughts: If thou 
1 1 him, he will be found of thee; but if thou 


forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever, 


4 1 Chron, xxviil. 9. | 
Our rejoicing is this, the e of our 


c conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſinceri- 


ty, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
re | Gor, we have had our converſation in the = 
:: 66. world, 2 Gorc i. 2. 


« Flee allo youthful juſts; but follow le 


„ teouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Tim. 


. 22: 
© Young men likewiſe exhort to be laune. 


40 ed, Tit. li. | Ugg 


CHAP. mM 


Of Prudence or Diſcretion. 


8 1. The valure and advantages of pru- 


dence. S II. The caſes in which it ſhould 
be eſpecially exerciſed, 1. In obtaining a full 
knowledge of our callings. 2. In the 
. choice 7 the circumſtances thereof. 
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3. By due deliberation in affairs of im- 
por tance. — 4. In proportioning buſineſs to cur 
abilities, —5. In regulating our eXPEnces 
therepy. —6. By a oy" iuſpecbion into 
| the ſte cu CS airs. 5. In governing theſe 
Hens ii cebicb awe are nf expoſed —8. 12 
4 ae ccf era of the contingencies of 
trade.—g. In aoiany thoſe methods which 
hade ruined oivers,—.c. In aijpfing the. 
common buſne/s of life in ſubjcrviency to 
the duties of ve. -S III. The negle of 
Frudeuce centured — Means do 001071 th— 
1 caution cncer aing it. — ri tres releiiee 
Wit 10. | | 


J. hh I L firit thir 2 2 betete Y ior 2 2 E 2ppy pro- 
*Sküls in bulnels, 18 peu or Wiſer elion, | 
Thi 118, as it relates to trade, is an habit of mind 
enabling us to conduct our affairs in the wileſt 
and beit manner; or in other words, it is purſuing 
the proper en, by the 4% means, and in the 2 | 
tei time. It is not that ſerpentine craft, which 
lies in wait to captivate the unwary, impoſe upon 
the credulous, and over- reach the weak: under- 
ſtanding, and which teaches men to increaſe their 
wealth by injuſtice 21d fraud: Gon has given to 
no man ſuperior wildom or {kill, to be directed to 
ends ſo contrary to his own nature and will, and 
the general goo of mankind: But it is that 
| hane/t wiſdom, which is conſiitent with a good 
conſcience, and an ornament to it. Prudence is 
ſubtilty refined from all baſe and unjuſt views, as 
ſudtilty is wilcom ne * them. L iſdem, 
| Tn 


lution, and ord1;y conduct; witdom caonters : 
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like light, is pleaſant to behold; it quickens the 
| ſpirits, diſpolſes the mind to a ea activity, and 


make the Palas es of lite clear and open; under 
Gop, it enables us to acquire and enjoy many 
advantages we could not oth: -rwite attain; and 


frees from many evil: and inconveniences ta 


which we are li ble. Whatever geed ariſes from 


deliberate advice, ig ciou fo refight, table refoe 


&v hatever evi paced flum band ignorance, 
folſe preſumption, unwary credulity, precipitate 
raſhneſs, and unſteady purpoſes ; wildom picyents: | 
it begets in us the reaſonable hope of tuccels ; 


and quiet: the heart in the want cf it. Gon 


having given to man a conſidering mind, ſagacity 
nd toreligh', which he has denied to other crea- 


tures. I hey who act foohiſlily fo far degrade the 
man, and reſemble the brute: And, many are 
ruined by their own indiſcretion and folly, without 
any, other viſible means than that they were 
| themſelves raſh, wilful, or weak. But when our 
intentions are gœod and the means proper, we 
may hope that all-wiſe goodneſs will proſper us, 


and our ſucceſs will then be doubly pleaſant: 


Or, if we are viſappointed, we ſhall dilarm the 


affliction of what makes the deepeſt wound, the 


reflection that it was proc: ured by our OWN folly. 
It is not ſuppoſed, that our 21:0 m and prudence 


can controul the events of divine providence, or 


make our dependance unon the bleſſed God un- 
neceſlary: But it will kinder us from being our 
own deitroycrs, and is the means which the | great 
Governor of the world uſes to beſtow proſperity 
and happineſs, where he is diſpoſed to vouchſafe 


the enjoyment of them. A co 1/Herate head is 
olten more ſucceſs ful thin the lers hands 


EE 


=: 07 Prudence. 


though both ſhould be united in moſt employ- 
ments. | 
II. Horing conſidered the nature and  advan- 
tages of prudence. and diſcretion ; we come now . 
to inſtance the particulars wherein the ITradeſman 
is called tu th exeiciſ of it. namely, 5 
1. In getting a full inſgit into bis calling; is 
as to Know ali the parts, and lawful arts and me- 
thade of it, The nature and quality of the CO 
nicditics he dens in; proper times and places tot 
| buying and vending of them; the quantities of 
each that are moſt likely to produce advantage; 
the beſt method and art of manufacturing goods 
and the certain ums which are in moſt call- 
inge, and on which much of the ſucceſs of them 
depends: Theſe, and every other part, ſhould be 
well ſtudied, and fully underſtood. Leave it to 
others to pride themſelves in the knowledge of 
calling foreign to their own ; or to be curiouſiy 
prying into che conduct or concerns of others W 
and remember that “ the wiidom of the prudent 
« is to underſtand his own way.” Your trade or 
calling is your proper province, for the improve- 
ment of which your mind and capacities ſhould be 
employed; and peither God nor man will con- 
demn you for inexperience in the buſineſs of 
others. —Let the time of your apprenticeſhip be 
carefully improved to this end : Treaſure up all 
the {r:wwledge you Can attain by obſervation and 
inftruction, and never be aſhamed to continue 
learning any honeſt {kill ; for no fortune or appli- 
cation will ſupport a man who is remarkably de- 
fective in fnewicdre, Your ſucceſs is likely to be 
that of a rich vefle] guided by an unſkilful Pilot, 
in danger ſoon to be ſhipwreekt and loſt, On 
tte cther hand all maſters fhould make conſci- 
ence, 


| of cuſtomers. 
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ence, honeſtly and faithfully to inſtrubt their ap- 


prentices in all the Yawful and gainful myſteries 


of their callings. This they are bound to do by 


theit own agreement, and by all the rules of Juſtice 


and 8 


2d, In the trudent chaice of the ſeveral circum · | 


Nance of trade. 


For Time. Chooſe that which] is moſt ſuitable for 
your buſineſs; “ for to every thing there | is a ſca- 


“ fon, and a time to every purpoſe :” And among 


the reſt, „a time to buy, and a time to fel] ().“ 


which every wiſe Tradeiman will oblerve. The 5 
future contingencies of buſineſs, and the riſe and 


fall of the value of commadities, often depend 


upon ſuch uncertain or unknown caules, that the 


deepeſt penetration is not able to tathom ; but to 
buy goods when they are cheap, and ſell them 


when they are growing dear; and at all times to 
be cautious of ver- charging yourſelves with dear 
ot changeable goods, are maxims of prudence 
that never vary. Futurity is hid from us, but 
diſcretion is given to direct us, and thoſe of the 
beſt diſcernment and ſagacity are moſt likely to be 
- ſucceſsful. 
-*. For Place, Prudence will direct the Tradeſman 85 
to conſider which is molt ſuitabie and proper for his 


calling, and fix there. The conveniences of his 


family muſt give way to the conveniences of his 


buſineſs, and his fancy be regulated by his judg- 
meat in this affair. That place may be exceed- 
ing proper and advantageous for one employment, 
which perſons of a difterent one muſt ſtarve in; 


and a fine houſe, or a pleaſant fituation, or even 


a {mall rent, will not make aniends for the want 


00 Kate Ui. . . 
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For Perſenn Great prudence is neceſſary in the 
choice of thete., Fiilt, em ts truſt; for it is 
not the mctal that elitters moſt, that is always 

the richeſt ; men are often deceitful, and too many 
make it their buſineſs to deceive, and enrich 
6 | themſelves with the ſpoils cf the unwary an d 
-Exedulous. It 5s be tter, therefore, to be at the 
Pains of a diligent enquiry after their abilities for 
| the truſt which we repoſe in them; than endure | 
the grief of ſad experience that we were miſtaken | 
in our appreh: nions concerning them. Certain it 
is, that as there is prudence in truſting ſome, and 
charity in tiuſting others; ſo there are many 
whom it is ncither prudence nor charity to truſt at 
all. bom to deal with; to wit, with men of 
conſcience, or at leaſt of common honeſty; for 
theſe may be relicd upon with more ſecurity than 
others, and it is at all times more creditable to 
_ correſpond with men of virtue than with knaves, 
Common fame with generally 2cquaint you who | 
and where they are, —Laſtiy, hm to be familiar 
With, For though we ſhould be triendly to all, 
yet familiar only "with a ſew ; 3 and they ſhould be 
tuch as we may either receive good from, or do 
gcod unto: And even of theſe not too many; for the 
Tradelman's employment will not allow him time 
ſufficient for performing the neceſſary offices of 
hicncſnip to a great number. Let therefore the 
wile and prudeut, the virtuous and good, be the 
perſons of your intimacy and choice; for nothing 
| has a greater influence on our preſent and ſuture 
havninets or miſery, than our choſen COMPAnNICns, 
as was befhre obſerved, © He that walketh with 
«<<. wife nen {11 we; Ws but 4 com panion of 
feels ial ue veltroged (z).“ 
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3d, This prucence ſhroud appear in uſing 1a 
ture deliberation in affairs of importance. It is too 


| viſible that even men of inge nuity are often ruined 
dy their rhei. Net confi ering the circum- 


ftances that are necefiary to ditect them; in a pro- 


per conduct, nor viewing the conſequences that 


flow rom them, they are carried on by a plauſible 
appearance Gf th. 1175 or a haſty impetus h of 
ſpirit, to the irretricvable ruin of thenztelves and 
ſamilies; fancy or paſkon, not reaſon and judge 


ment, being the guides Oi their actions. — Others | 
Joſe their opportunities of advantage by an un- 
ſettled, dilatery temper of mind, ſuſpending their 
_ determinations till the proper icaſon of acting is 


paſt. Due deliberatizn is therefore reccmmended, 
according to the importance and difficulty of the 


affair, and the limits of time it will admit of, 
If the caſe will allow of it, take a night's time 
to think of it, for that which is weizhed over 


night, and reviewed in the morning, will be in 


ome degree ripe for a judicious retolution. In- 
deed, as to trifling concerns it is childiſh and 
unneceſſary to ſpend much time in determining 


concerning them; but of the two, a circumſpect 


flowneſs in words and actions, is preferable to 


too much ſpeed, as being lets dangerous and 


hurtful. 


4th, In dias the affairs of your trade 


10 your abilities, 


Of Mind. So as not to overcharge your un- 
derſtanding or memory: The mind of man, like a 


ſpring overftretched, loſes its vigour : A ſhip that 


is weil built, rigged and balanced, will carry a 


heavy burden ; but if overladen it enk The ca- 
pacities of ſome are ſtronger and larger than 
others, but none are infinite: And, therefore, 


when 
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when you are fo far overburdened with bufineſs, 
as to unfit you for the ſcrvice of Gop, and the 
njoy ment of yourſelves ; when you can neither 
dat, nor fl-ep, nor be chearful, nor pray, It 18 
time to abate, and draw your bulineis into leſs 
compaſs, | 
Of Bedy, That you undertake no more, than 


the ?rength of that is able to perform; for this uſually = 


preceeds from covetouine i>,. which is graſping at 
_ every thing; it makes men ſlaves in their call- 
ings; and either injures thoſe that employ them by 
dises. pointments, or themtelves by too much labour; 
thereby difturb:ing the peace of their minds, and 
impairing their hes th aud ſtrength. But let ſuch 
| remember that Gup and an eternal world call for 
ſome proportion of time and vigour of ſpirits ; 
and that our bodies were deſigned to be © the 
I temples of the holy Ghoſt (4), and not drudges 
and ſlaves to the world: 2 as divine providence 
ſeldom makes it neceflary ior any thus to labour in 
the very fire, ſo he can cauſe it to be for very va- 
nity, to thoſe whoſe avarice prompts them thereto. 
Of Eſiate. That you launch out no farther 
than you can feei ground under you: For though 
in ſome caſes where the gain is certain or ex- 
tremely probable, it may be lawful and prudent 
for perſons to enlarge their ſtock and trade beyond 
the limits of their own foundation; yet every wiſe 
man will be very cauticus in this matter; and I do 
not ſee how an honeſt man can arſwer it to Gop 
and his own conſcience to go far this way, without 
acquainting his creditors bejore hand with the na- 
ture of his adventvre, and gaining their conſent; for 
unexpected loſſes and diſappointments may happen; 
and what right have you to endanger the ruin of 
| others, 


(a) 1 Cor. iii, 16, 
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others, or at leaſt their ſuſtaining a conſiderable 
damage without their cwn conſent 7 Pride or 
covetoutneſs, are uſually the motives to theſe ha- 
_ zardous enterprizes, and ſhould be watched :2:inſt 
by every prudent Tradeſman ; For as that water 
will turn one mill briſkly rounv, which will cauſe 
two to go heavily; fo that credit with which a 
perion may chearfully carry on a moderate trade, 
will fill the mind with confuſi n and anxiety, when 
it is extended to a greater degree: The ſtory often 
ends fadly, and he that was not contented to trade 
with his wn ſtock, muſt be glad to live upon 
ansther's charity. 5 
 _ 5th, In regulating your exdences by your abili- 
ties. As men ſhould not, on the one hand, from 
a ſordid diſpoſition, live too much bee their in- 
comes, and deprive themſelves and families of 
what may contribute to the comforts of life; ſo, 
on the other, great caution ſhould be uſed that 


their expences do not exceed their due proportion; 


for without the gift of prophecy it is eaſy to foretel 
the unhappy conſequence of ſuch a conduct. Ex- 
e penſive living is a kind of flow fever that pres 
<* upon the ſpirits and vitals of the Tradeſman, and 
* when it is conſiderably encreaſed is as fatal, and 
as ſure to kill: It feeds upon the two moſt 
, eſſential branches of his trade, his credit, and 


* his caſh; whereby the languiſhing Tradeſman is N 


„ coverwhelmed.— There is a load of pride upon 
« the temper of the nation, which, notwith- 
< ſtanding all the inconveniences of trade, prompts 
«< people to a profuſion in their expences, that I 
think may very properly be called a plague upon 
© them; the poor will live like the rich, and the 
rich like the great, and the great like the 
86 greateſt; and thus the x nation runs on in a * : 
| N 
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« of diſtrzction at this time; and where it wal 
„ end, time will diſcover x. Some are fuch 
ſlaves to their tes, thet the belly devours 
what the head and hands have labuured for. — The 
pride of dthers, in the experitivencls of their. 
hnfes and firmiure; th: ehilinels of a>paret tor 
themfelves + (heir wives or chiidten; or the number. 
and uXury of their entertuinments; ett oy, their 
ſubſtance, and leave their creditors and work men 
exclaiming agairit their injuſtice and extravagance; 
and multituves are coptinually ruinee by the ex- 
cefl;ve ic vc of fleafure, which neeeflanly produces 
PER of many ſorts, The Tradeſman will find 
all his rcioluton lite enough to withiland the 
torrent of this evil: But prudence will teach him 
to live rather below, than above his income, not 
| Knowing what catualities and diſappointments fu- 
turity may produce. * He that. begins to live 
as he ſhould end, will loon end worſe than he 
began.“ > 
th, Prudence will die the T to a 
frequent inſpection into the [late of his affairs; that 
he may know whether, and how much he thrives 
or Janguiſhes therein. This is eipec:ally neceſſary 
with relpect to your ſouls; and he muſt live very 
uncomfortably, or be a ve:y bankrupt in religion 
who neglects it. But it is of ulz alto in temporal 
concerns; and to this end a regulur met! ed ſhould 
be kept in your books of account, that you may 
readily and certainly view the pullure of your at- 
fairs. If you find that you 7472ve in your way, 
this will aflord you latisfaction and pleaſure, and 
ſhould cxcite your gratitude to GO fur his good- 
neſs, in bleſivg your labours. If you perceive 
things to be at @ /iant, you will be quickened to 
| greater 
5 Ct Engliſh Tintin Vol. I. Chap 10. 
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ercater frugaliry and induſtry. before it is too late. 
And if you are declining in your eftate, it will oblige 


you to fearch for the cauſe of your decay, to ex- 


amine what exceſs or imprudence you are charge- 


able with, and rectify your conduct for the future; 


and eſpecially to enquire whether any criminal 
conduct towards Gon, the neglect of his day, or 


_ worſhip; uncharitableneſs to the poor, or injuſtice 

to others; dees rot provoke the divine providence _ 
_ to blaſt your gains, and render your labours abor- 
tire. For if ye will not hear, and if ye will not 
__ © lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, I will even ſend a curſe 


upon you, and I will curſe your bleſſings; yea, 
I have curſed them already, bectuſe ye do not 


& Jay it to heart, Sc. (5).“ Inſpect therefore 


veau conduct both to Gup and man; inſpect the 
te of your wn affairs; for it is better to ſur- 
vey your oven accounts, than that cormmiſ/taners 


thould Go it for you; and give me leave to add 


this advice, that if you find your condition fo low, 
as not to be more than ſufficient to ſatisfy your 

; creditors, prudence and juſtice require you to e 
;n time; hereby your reputation will be preſerved 

as an honeſt man, and you will find even your 


creditors ready to aſſiſt your future attempts. _ 
7th, Prudence is to be exerciſed in governing 


theſe paſſions to which our callings moſt expoſe _ 
us. The paſſions of the mind are natural to us, 
and inſeparable trom us; but the government of 


them, and ſubduing their exceſſes, is the buſineſs 


of wiſdcm and virtuc. To be a ſervant to them 


is a miſery below a ſlave: This "© 4 
| | radeſ- 


05 Mal. 11 1 Hag 1 1 2 Cor. i 1X, 6. Exek, 


xl. 13. 
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Tradeſman is in danger of from various cauſes. 
Sometimes diſcontent is ready to ſeize him, becauſe 
the wind does not favour his merchand:ze, or the 
weather his manufacture. — He is ſubject to envy, 

from the ſuperior proſperity and ſucce ſs of others, 
whom he obſerves to have more cuſtom or credit 
than himſelf. — The paſſion of fear, which was 
implanted in our natures to prevent evils, and not 
to increaſe them, is apt to fluctuate his mind, and 
fink his ſpirits; and it is the triumph of prudence 
to extinguiſh. the exceſſes of it. When we have 
done our duty, and acted according to the beſt of 
our judgments, we ſhould no longer torment our- 
ſelves about the event of things, but leave our- 
| ſelves and all our concerns to the wile and good 
providence of Gop.—Burt fooliſh hopes are often 
more fatal to the preſent and eternal concerns of 
men, than groundleſs fears; theſe, though un- 
comfortable, quicken the ſpirits to vigour and ac- 

_ tivity, to prevent the evils apprehended ; the others 

leave us in a fatal ſecurity and preſumption, How 

many Tradeſmen are ruined by their vain hopes“ 

Some enriching ſcheme, like the ignis fatuus, glit- 

ters at a diſtance, and leads them through mani- 

fold difficulties in the purſuit, but when it is ap- 
proached, vaniſhes into air; other have great 
expectations from the death of rich friends, or 
ſome precarious contingency, in the imagination 
of which they neglect their proper buſineſs, live 
above their preſent eſtates, and like the dog 
in the fable, quit their preſent poſſeſſions to 
catch at ſhadows: Yea, many times ſuch is the 
infatuation, though they feel themlelves ſink- 
ing, they buoy up their ſpirits wich theſe fooliſh 
Hopes, until they can neither avoid their fall, nor 
recover from it. Another paſhon too common 
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to the Tradeſman is raſh anger; to this he is more 


or leſs expoſed according to his natural temper, and 


employment; and 20d m and prudence muſt be 
exerciſed to ſuppreſs it. A wile man will conſider 


before he gives vent to his anger, whether there is 


a ſufficient cauſe for it, or it is likely to be attended 
with good effects; he will make ailowances for 
the circumſtances of the action, and the capacity 
of the agent; and defer the expreſſions of reſent- 


ment until the mind is calm and ſedate ; that his 
Judgment may be juft and merciful, and his anger 
not mixed with /in. Though cuſtomers may be 

- provoking ; fervants and workmen, idle and un- 


taithful; relatives clamorous and peeviſh; yet re- 


ligious wiſdom aud prudence will fo far influence 
the Tradeſman that is pcflefled of it, that they 
a thall not greatly diſturb the peace of his mind, nor 


diſorder the management of his affairs; or render 


| him tuce and inſolent to his cuſtomers: For this 


is a certain maxim, that the mote we are governed 
by w:/dom, the leſs we ſhall be inflamed by paſ- 
ilihls 9 85 ä | | | 


8th, This d ſcretian is to be employed in a 


prudent conſideration of the centingencies of our Call- 


„g. Theſe ate exceeding various, and fall under 
the obſervation of every Tradeſmen in his way. 


The prudent man in thele caſes conſiders, what may 


fall out in this or that country; in this or the. 


other commodity ; upon the return of ſuch and 


ſuch ſhips, and the like; with the ſeveral degrees 


of probability; and then orders his affairs accord- 
ingly. If there was in every trade a certain and 


conſtant method, and chain of events, a ſmall de- 
gree of ſagacity would ſerve; but with many call- 


ings it is otherwiſe, which makes it neceſſary for 
us to uſe our reaſon, obſervation, and experience to 


direct 


— — — — eee oe 
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direct us when to extend or contract our 8 and | 
what courſe to ſteer; always remembering to re- 
gulate our conduct by the rules of juſtice and cha- 
rity to others; and not to exerciſe our penetration 
and judgment to prejudice and enfnare the leſs 
knowing and conſiderate.— On the other hand, 
What is out of our power ſhould be out of our care; 
ve ſhould conſider that preſent duty is ours, but 
future events are GoD's, Whatever diſappoint- 
ments we meet with in our callings, let us pa- 
tiently and chearfully ſubmit to his wiidom and \ 
government, and ſtill continue to truſt in his 
goodneſs, to be conſtant in our duty, and diligent 
In our employments, hoping that our lolles will 
ſoon be made up to us, either by the peace and 
enjoyment of our own minds, or by the ble cilings 
of divine providence, or both. 
gth, This prudence is eſpecially to be exerciſed. 
in ding thoſe methods by which athers have been 
rained. Every linking I radeſman i: a leſſon of in- 
ſtruction to us, and it is far better to leain wiſdom 
from the fatal experience of others, than our wn, 
Let us caſt our eyes abroad, and diſcern the rocks 
which they have daſhed upon, and the quickſands 
in which they have been ſwallowed up, and let our 
prudence be employed in ſhunning them, To 
inſtance in a few: _ 8 
Conipany-Aeeping. 1 am ſpeaking of it now, not 
in a religious, but prudential view; in this light, 
how often has excets herein been the Fradeſman's 
ruin! Buſineſs neglected, is buſineſs loſt ; and the 
Trade ſman that can ſatisfy himieii to be abſent from 
his employ, has no right to expect ſucceſs in it. 
Much converſation abroad mult necellarjly take up 
much fie, and is uſually attended with great 
expence, The 40% of the firit is oiten more fatal 


than 
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than that of the laſt; as money may he recovered, 
but time cannot. In the hours of abſence, bui- 
nels preſents, 2 valuable cuſtomer comes to v, 
who not finding the maſter goes elſewhere: An 


unexpected bargain offers to bed, an advantage 
which may never return azain.—Servants are 


hereby left to themſelves, who if they are un- 


faithful and negligent, embezzle the caſh, diſoblige 
the cuſtomers, deſtroy and ſpoil the manufactures, 
and do an inexpreſlible wrong. It may at firſt 
view appear ſtrange, but "tis certainly true, that 
the Injury is as great if they are diligent, obliging 


and faithful. Ihe ſervant who uſed to def as 


maler in the ſhop, and render himſelf acceptable 
to the cuſtomers in his maſter's abſence ; when 


his time is expired, or he ſets up for himſelf, will 


neceſſarily draw the cuſtomers with him. The 
man that was contented with the ſhadow of au— 
_ thority in his ſhop, will find only the ſhadow of 
buſineſs leſt there, when his ingenious and ruling. 
ſervant is ſeparated from him. Let your atten- 


dance in butineſs be conſtant, your commodities 


good, the prices reaſonable, and your deportment 
civil; and I may venture to anſwer for it that you 
will find more” ſucceſs in this way, under the 
bleſſing of providence, than by a wandering pur- 


ſuit of buſineſs abroad, to the loſs of time, expence 


of money, the neglect of ſervants and family; and, 
Which is a conſequence mort to be dreaded than 


all the reſt, and too frequent to be paſſed by with- 


out regard, the Jots of the foul, by the contagion of 


* 


cotrupt principles and evil practices. “ They that 


Hare leaſt ſenſible of their danger in this reſpect, 
are moſt likely to feel its fatal effects.” 
Suretiſbip. Though this may be lawful, and 
in ſome cafes necellary, it requires the utmoſt 
; 5 | Cale 
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care and caution. Nothing can juſtify our enter- 


ing into obligations of this nature, unleſs we are 


able to make them good w:thout injury to ourſelves 
and families, or perturbation of mind, and can 


pay them with the ſame freedom as we do ther 


debts; for certainly the whole obligation lies upon 


the ſurety, both in law and conſcience, in caſe 
the principal proves inſolvent; and who can be 
content to run theſe riſques? If it be objected, 


that there is 70 trading without doing this act of 
friendſhip for one another; I antwer; although 
men cannot, in all inſtances, trade fo high with- 


and covetouſneſe, and fend in ruin; yet trade 
a way more fafe, and 
not leſs comfortable. If the perſon is a man of 


out it, the defire of indſe may proceed trora pride 


may be carried on i 


prudence and integrity, the creditor may rely 
upon his ſingle bond, without entangling an- 
other with him; and if he is not ſo, I am ſure he 


is not fit for your truſt. If a refuſal to enter into 
obligations of this fort is charged upon you, as 
the wan“ of friendſhip or gratitude ; ſtudy to oblige 
them ſome other way, and endeavour to convince 


them that it is not a defect of honour or friendſhip 


which occaſions your denial ; for alas, this perſon 


who now ſolicits you, may be deeper in debt than 


you are aware of : Or he may be bound for others 


for more than he is worth; or he may be 4% care- 


ful and jaſt than you imagine: Or at leaſt he 


is mortal, and may leave his eſtate and you fo 
much entangled at his death, as may be exceed- 
ing injurious, if not totally deſtructive to you. 
Theſe are not idle ſuppoſitions; but caſes that oc- 
cur every day. Therefore, my ſon, be not 
4 thou one of them that ſtrike hands, or of then; 


« that are ſurcties for debts. But if thou art en- 
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TO "paged, if thou be ſurety for thy friend, if thou 
« haſt given thy hand to a ſtranger; thou art 
« ſnared with the words of thy mouth.—Give 
not ſleep to thine eyes, nor flumber to thine 
«© eyelids, until thou haſt delivered thy elf, Sc. 
ce (c) * * 

Gaming, is another ruinous practice which 
prudence will preſerve you from, Much time is 


ſpent by many in this idle courſe; and I doubt a 
pack of cards, or a game at tables, have often oc- 


caſioned the exerc.ics of religion (private and fa- 


mily) to be neglected. But that which I have prin- 


cipally in view is hazardous games, of which men 
make not a diverſion but a trade, and venture more 
upon the coniingency of ſucce!s, than either reaſon | 


or conſcience can juſtify. Make it your rule, to 
play for no more in any recreation than you may 
lat fully expend upon your delight: For whatſover 


is more than this cometh of evi. Though many 


other vices may ce/ tainly ruin you, yet theſe two 
_ of gaming and ſuretiſbip may very ſuddenly do 


: Many have by theſe in a few hours undone _ 


| re and their families beyond all recovery. 
Jet no tempration, therefore, of a tpecdy gain, 
engage you in a courſe ſo oppoſite to the laws of. 
Gon, and tte friendſhip and love that is due to 
man, and ſv 1:inous and defiructive to thole that 


enter into it; bu: tix F your unaltei able reiolutions 
| 1 againſt 


* do not by this intend to fu ggeſt, chat there are 


no caſes in which ſui etiſhip for others may be prudently 


entered into, but my deſign is to caution the Tradet- 
man againſt thoſe raſh, unthinking engagements which 
have been attended with ſuch evil conſequences t to 
many, and often proved their utter ruin. 


( Prov. vi. 1-5. Chap. xxii, 26. Chap. xi. 15 
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againſt it. « Enter not into this path of the 


„wicked, and go not in this way of evil men: 


« Avoid i:, pals not by it, turn from it, and paſs 
„away (4). And never reckon your wealth 
your own, until you have reſtored whatſoever you 
have thus injurioufly or diſnoneſtly gained. 

Prudence will teach you to avold an  exceſſrue 


curigſety; or a buſy intermedling with the concerns 
of others, Every Tradeſman has bufineſs enough 
at home to employ his time and faculties ; either 


in works of picty to God, charity to the diſtreſſed, 
_ civility to friends and relatives, or the neceſſary 


com in intermedling with 1 concerns of others, 
without a juſt cauſe, and a due call. Much time 


is loſt, and little good is obtained, by this trifling 


diſpoſit ttiom.—Above all, be conſcientiouſly cautious 


of buſying yourlelf with the affairs of fate. 
Many indulge themſelves in great impertinency in 
this reſpect ; that affect to have a profound know- - 
ledge of politics ; to be acquainted with private 
a negociations, and the ſecret ſprings of action; to 


which are often added raſh cenſjures of what the) 


do not underſtand. They can find ſome fault 


in every meaſure of their governors ; can tell to 
whoſe ignorance or unfaithfulneſs every diſappoint- 
ment was owing ; or to gratify whoſe pride or re- 


venge this or that ſtep was taken, or law made. 


By this means they not only diſcover great folly, 
but divert others from their proper butineſs, and 


ſer them againſt the moſt prudent or even neceſ- 


ſary meaſures; and rebellion itfelf is fomented by 


indulging this idle humour. Let it be your en- 


dcavour to fill up the ſtation in which you are 
- FROM with proper duty, and to promote the pub- 


lic 


4) Prov. iv. 14, 15. 


employments of his calling; but there is no wiſ- 


religion 


dcvotion diſpoſes 
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c good by all prudent and laudable means; but 
It no pretence how pious foever, nor any proſ<ct 


how ipecious ſoever, nor any preffure h-iv g eat 


foever, prevail with you to diſturb the public proce, 


to diſnonor your rulers, or embark in any defign 
unjuitiaable by the laws you are to be I: T Verne, | 5 £ 


Let Gop alone to rule the wwrld; 
magiſtrate along to rule hi; 


let the law! Fol 
ſubjets ; and let it be 


your buſineſs chearfully to obey, or quict'y to 
ſuffer. 


„elf ye be reproached for the name of 
© Chriſt, happy are ye: But let none of you fuiter | 


as an wil. door, or as A buſy-body i in other mens 
matters (e). 


10th, Prudence will direct you /o to d iſpeſe the 
common buſineſs of life, as not to obſlrudt the duties of 
But that they may harmonize and aftiit 
each other, It is true, the nature of ſome em- 


pe'oyments, and the neceſſity of ſome Tradeſmen, 


allow them /e/s time for the worſhip of Gon, and 


the exerciſes of devotion, than others: But the pious 
Tradeſman, whatever his buſineſs or neceſſity may 
be, will redeem /ome tim? for the noble and neceſ- 
ſory cmployments of religion; and will not ſo far 


conſider his relation to the e preſent ſlate, as to for- 
get the eternal concerns of another world. His 
him for his buſineſs, and his 
buſineſs makes his devotion welcome. The leſs 


dime he can ſpare in the week, the more careful 


he is to improve the chriitian ſabbath, when it 
returns. Thus he draws down the bleſſing of 
heaven upen all the labours of life, and gains that 
wiſdom and. virtue which enables him to fulal 
the duties and bear the burdens of it, But im 


Prudence, as well as irreligion, often reude.s the 


3 exer- 


e Pet. bs 14,15. 
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exerciſes of devotion aiitaits fl; the unfitgeſs of 

the ſeaſons of it, or mne undue choige of other 

circuaſtances, OCC:alons confulton in the dif- 
charge Of ic; When i: were prudently and ſin- 
c:rely performed, Would appear the mc Ut delight- 

ful and beneficial enn Loy ent of time, 

III. To conclude ; From what has been fail, 
we leain of what importance prudence is to a 
Tradeſman. It may be of more tervice to kim 
than all his „e, or all his Helen da: It will mak: 
him amiable and uſeful to others, and hap;y in 
himſelf. It ſhould therefore be our concern to 
acquire a3 much of this excellent quality as may 
be. Tt is true, /apaciry is a natural gift, and all 
men do not ſeem to be equaily endowed with it 
but it may be z7provel, az any other faculty of the 
mind may. Re zatoning on the prob. ble confe- 
- _ quences of thing „ win a Caretul coiervation of 
events as th ey Þ.Fic, may be of great uſe; but 
_ above all it 15 necellury we ſhou'd get the command 
of cur peſſions; that they may not biais our judge 
ment, nor hurry ds on to action before we have 
- C2130: a at 40, or in proportion to the impor— 
t. ncc and diffsgult of the matter. For generally, 
it; ACHE eps arg 1£2:2, not for want of capacity 
5 of nel, aature of confequerces;;- but 
ws Lal Dae ana Ccfte Rien CO Vt ney them- 
f.ives could ire % be bt: ident of rv would 
allow themielves tile to Alias col and macufe— 
Iv upon it. | ; 

Ceniiir pe ſen, An . SUITS 3 1 hereby „our Wii 
dem will grea ty iS prove: Er ey tht SOTTR: or de- 
caving Traceliaan will be a lefon of in bruction 
to Vous Czlanian leuned wiſdem this way; 5 be 
& Tcoked 00 the fe. 4 of zh. itil, he conſi- 
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&« dered it, and received inſtructlon;“ and do gn 


imitate hi therein. 


Conjet wiſe min. ine long ohſertations of - 


$1275 may on be y. e 
kari; Do not thun the, de metal. ad 
rules of wildom mw prüden. tte do de ra. cd 
bY your own ſfictil; but rather craoſe to 2, l- 
ing among the i tian pricing youll! 4 eng 


the foolith: . For he that Heart tenelh Unto Calery c! 45 48 
well as he chat is ale to give it, 7s wiſe. 
Study the ſacred ſcriptures, Theſe are the words 


of thz only wife Gop. There you will find pre- 
cepts of wiſdom ſuited to every ſtate and condition 
of life; particularly in that excellent collection 


of Privis bs, Which was dictated by the Sp.iit of 


Gad on purpoſe to convey to the «© young mn 


A bowl: there- 5 
fore, whica ſhould often be conſulted by cvery 
religious Tradeſman; and would ce ertainly have 


6 I-16 vw! edge and diſe retion „ 


been preferied, even by the polite worid, to the 
writings of Szcrates, Seneca, or Cicero, had it not 
come to us under the di ſadV.ntageous character of 
divine inſtiratim. 

Pray that the Father of lights 3 inflru? 


yon: For & he oo iverh wiſdom ; z O:1t of his moors. 
65 


- 


cometh underitandine, Sc.“ Prov. ii. 0. le 


not.” And he has: aid, lt any man lack 
* witiom let him afk it of 38 He knows all 
the connections of things, he gan nene Vour 
mind, and direct your theugats; can fave yon 

Fut 1 ual errors in civil as Well as rellen lifes 
and Keep OI temptations of ohe HL and a pg 
070» Can give more wil:om {aan ian Can a: e 
D 2 of 


pL 


gives it to all men Bernie, and upbraidech 


52 Pa ſſages of Scripture, 
of himſelf, and thoſe who moſt ſeriouſly and con- 
ſtantly depend upon him, are certainly the per- 
| ſons that are molt likely to be poſlefied of that 
wiſdom which Geb hin ſelf will approve, _ 
What I am recommending is an honeſt and 
laudable habit of prudence, not that which dege- 
nerates into Subtilty and Craft, Let none under 
the pretence of wiſdom allow themſelves to aver- 
reach and deceive others, or make a prey of their 
_ealy and well-meaning ne:gabours, to compaſs 
their own covetous or ambitious ends. This is 
 wildom from beneath; and as it comes from hell, 


10 it leads to it: For © the unrighteous ſhall not 


inherit the kiagdom of God (g); and the 
Apoſtle adds, be not deceived:“ a caution 


that plainly intimates, it is more than poſſible the 


proſpect of gain may blind the minds of men, and 
make them inſenſible of their guilt and danger. 
Whatever apprehenſions theſe perſons may have 


of their ſagacity aud prudence, the world cannot 


produce a greater foil, than he that will affront 


> 


God, injure his neighbour, and deſtroy his own ꝶ . 


foul, for the ſake of a {:7tle momentary gain. 


« good man ſheweth favour and Tendeth : 
„ he will guide his affairs with diſcretror, Plal. 
My ſon, attend unto my wiſdom, and bow 

« town thine ear to underſtanding.— That thou 

40 n ayſt regard d:jcret:9ny, and that thy lips may 
„% keep tnowledge, Prov. v. I, 2. | | 

J wiſdom dwell with prudence, and find out 
« kpowledge of witty inventions. —I lcad in the 
»* way of 11,hteoutnels, in the midſt of the paths 


of 
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of judgment. That I may cauſe thoſe that love 
eme to inherit ſubſtance, Prov. viii. 12—20. 
3 „ Wife men lay up #nnuledge : But a rod is 


„ for the back of i _—_— that is void of underſtanding, 
% Prec. x. 13, 14. 


and « He that Beet his own houſe ſhall inherit 
Co «© the wind: And the fool ſhall be ſervant to the 
es wy * wiſe of heart, Prov. xi. hs 5 
8 « Every prudent man dea eth with Ennwledve : # 
3 But a fool layerh open his folly, Prov. xiii. 16. 
paſs . Every 10/5 woman buildeth her houſe; but | 
. fooliſb piucketh it down with their hands, — 
hell, „ The wiſdom of the prudent is to underſtand bis : 
OR... way,— The fimple believeth every word: But 
the the prudent man looketh well to his goings 
r (6 1 Xiv. 1, 8, 15. 
; my There is a treature to be deſired, and oil in 


cc Is dwelling of the wiſe: But a Sali man 


nger. ſpendeth it up, Prov. xxi. 20. 
NE Through 2% en is an ho. af: builded, end 
annot 85 cc by der ending. 1c 18 (itabliſhed. WA he by | 
front _ fre- ge ſhall tne chambers be filed with all 

own 


* precious and plea ant riches, Prov. xxiv. 3, 4. 
= Be ye wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves, 
1 8 M at, x. 16. 


—_— . : 
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in the 1. 7 1 nature and Uiews of e nt be 

e paths extent of it conſidered, and recommended. 
v6 of | 


1a lle ſerious em ploy ut of our Powers. 
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dime, in dur ca lings. In ſcying bold / 
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J. D IL ICENCE, 25 It relates to trade, d n 
| has:tnai cnitityment of our eee tt in. cia as 
gzecvers about cur prefer calngs, in a jutt and hao- 
PY medium between icleneis, and fupr ene is, and. 
riſling curioſity on the ore bagd and flaviti 
Fas g Ling 2nd im moderate care on tlie other. It 
Eiffers not in the reli 1:45 Tradeſmn from the 
ep v; rti. c in ther men, bur as it flows from 2 bet- 
er indie e, and is directed to an higher C, The 
vicious a: 0 proiane, as they know not: Gon, be) 
they live not to him; all their labours and view 
center in themſelves, anon the indulgence of their 
z ppetites ang deſires is tre ben, a gut ae: 214 
end of all their actions. But tne gc man con- 
drs himſelf, whatever may be Eis ftetign in ie, 
28 FR ſervant of Civine providenee ; anc tende 


ten word of Gop the zue, and the honour of 
Ch D > the end of his common emplo; ments: He 
ic 4. Zeut therein from a ien'c 07 duty, as wel a3 


om the PIOkpect of gin. This virtue is chick, 
erelbciſed in the follow lit partie ulars. 


20 


Lit, I the e ci2Þ:; oyment of tae pode 2. 
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a. 


ployed. 


of others.— 
1 vigorous -NerFes; an 


to this end were you inteulted with them. 
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city of mind, depth of judgment, or quickne{s of 
invention you are endowed with, ſhould be em- 
There is, indeed, leis uſe for theſe in 
ſome callings than in others ; but there is room 
tor the exerciſe of them in all, and they are 


much better 16 in the Wer callings, than 


perverted to the diſhonour cf God, or the injury 
Again, have you a ſirm conltitution, 
able ar:n, or a curious 
ih thoſe in your callings ; for 
Gon 
honcit labours ; of lite to pro- 
vide ſupp! t forthe body, and prevent the r 
pets of the mind; ſober induſiry ſpends tho 
cxt:berant ſpirits, which ctherwiſe arc apt to bieak 


hard ; ſerve Go 


has appointed the 


forth in unlawful Eames; and the more laborious. 


the leſs laicivious : Indeed. vie are not required 
ſ> to exhauſt our ſtrengtliin the buſineſs of the 
dav, as to leave oviſciie- CER in the cloſe of 
it; but in moderation we fuld not be b ackward 
to. excrt- ou feives - in ce oo ploy ts, eing. 
„an,; nd wall Ly food and' 
reſt recruit our r ft; ength and ſpirits again. 
40. 5 en loyi sg the i gſtanee of our time in gur 
| ks the fei vate dune is his maſter's, o 
he wafers time is Gop's, and not his n; 
ich the rc! Sious Tradefman vill carefully im- 
wines divige between the concerns of 
his hiſe and the next. Tours have wing „and 
EVETY moment dies UP to 8 Author of time, and 
Carries notice-of our ulage of it. The con: mon 
1 Hi life nece e eee che cant em- 
loy mant of time, and are not to be attended to 
the by : The induſtrious: Fracctinian: 
will, if healch permit, be itirring early, and cin 
tiizce with Chearful oiligence in lis bulinets: 14's 


1 + fan. 11. > J 
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family, and ſhop, his friends, or the public, teach- 
ing or Jearning, will find him full employment for 
his time; and he will need no miſerable helps to 
deftroy that which flics with ſo ſwift a ſpeed. 
„Man goeth forth unto his work, and to his la- 
„ bour, until the evening ().“ . 

30, In laying bald of «sppar tunittes ;, for diligence 
includes watchlulnel-, Gieat things may tome- 
titnes be done in a little time; and opportunities, 
if embracce, will reward cur care and diligence ; 
if they are let ſlip, miy never preſent themſelves 
again: for © to eveiy thing there is a ſeaſon, 
« and a time to every purpole.” Theſe are like 


wind and tide, with which men fail with eaſe and _ 


expedition, and thele the cilivent I radeiman will 
be careful to obſerve and impiuve. Care is as re 
ceſſary to ſucceſs as labour; let men be ever 
io induftrious and painful, unlels they are conſt- 
derate and witcoful, their ſuccels is like to be but 
imail. 355% gre 

Ath, In a beceming atiewttin to liitle things, 
Many /all matters atiſe in time to fomething 
conſiderable: A ſmall cuſtomer attended to and 
piealed, ſhews the way to a greater: But the 
diflaining to get of ſave things of (mall value, is 
often pumthed by divine provicence, in reducing ſuch 
ptide and cateleſneſs to indigence and want, It 
;3 the remark ci a very wile man, he that 
„ contemncth {mall things, Mall fall by little and 
little (i).“ The gifts of the Creator's bounty, 
ahnſed by one man's folly and vanity, are often 
transferred to anther, Who will make a better 
uſe of them. Gov ibid that J ſhould encourage 
2 covetous, ſordid difpolition ; what I recommens, 
WO 70 


(4) Pfal, civ. 3. (0) Eccluf, xix. 1, 


| thered up, th a4 * nothing might be loſt ( &)” No 


Of Diligence. $9 
is a dilizent care to make the beſt uſe of things, 
and to regard we" Tag matters on which greater 

depend, or which by fome few repetitzons may 


amount to ſomething conſiderable. A conſtant 


and careful reſpe& to this has raiſed inany per- 


ſons to a conſiderable eſtate, and enabled cthers 
even with a little, to do much more good than 
the careleſs perion can do with a large Income. 


Our divine Maſter has herein propoſed his own 


conduct for our imitation, who when he had fed 


five thinſand people with only five loaves and two '.ͥ 
fiſhes, by which he had ſhewn how ealily he could 


create food, yet ordered the fragmen!s to be ga- 


5th, In rejefting 10 * avacations which u“ 
divert you from your buſineſs. The Traceſman's 


ſhop or warehouſe ſhould be the place of his de- 


light; from whence he ould not wander without 


ſome 12 0 able motive; for here his buſineſs and 


advant ige lics. It muſt be fom?thing confiderable 


which will juſtify a Trad{iman's repoſing himſelf 


at his cuntry-houſe, or eljerherc, while his affairs and 
family at home are left at random. Many Fa- 


milies have this way been undone; and many ſer— 
vants ruined, by being left ers of their cion 


wilis before the ey have hav prudcnce to guide them - 
ſelves. Confidcr, Sirs, how is the trult perform- 
ed to the parents of your apprentices, who confi- 
ding in your perſonal worth and care, placed their 
children with you? Nay, how is the truſt 1 80 


ed to almighty Gop, who by his providence ha: 
given you the charge over them? And 2s you are 
the only perſons that can inſpect and regulate their 


behaviour, while the ey continu? in ydut ſervice 3 it 


„ D 13 
Gf bd © 


) John vi. 12. 


33 0 Diligence 
is from you thathe will require an accuunt concern. 
ing them. If you ate grown 8 great for your 
tre des, cr they too hard ior vou, it is better to 
refizn them to more diligent hs, than to carry 
them en in a way thus deſtructive to Giners, aud 
_ offenſive to G0. 
Thi dilizence will guard you u 2gainſt conſuming 
your time anc ſubſtance at Þouſrs if priblick entertain. 
mint. It is not eaſy to fay how far ſuch conver ie 
may be permitted; but it is eaſy to perceive th 
many Tradeſmen exceed thole hounds which dili— 
genec and f.uriety, not to fay religion, weill allow. 
How many moſt be ſougłt at the 7 ave n, Tc. who 
ficuld be found in 1 their = be, and are expengiug 
that moncy at, l of. tert arH . ut, of whica, 
duty to their nl, A 2 jultice to others, call 
for a diſterent account. And indeed, this diligenco 
will abridge all u i 5 betue RT TO pleatures 
and recreations. 8 Such as ate moderite. and ſea⸗ 
ionable, are no d dubt very a“ a dweble ; but „gen 
they copironte the mins, cnc upon bunncts, ar 
cenſume the ſubſtances it is high time to reject, or 
at leaſt to reftrain them. Divertions ſaculd be 
t:fied by us, as the dogs of Fey*t are ſaid to do 
the water of A's, with great e leſt the 
crocodiles devour them. 
Needles and fruitleſs diſits will be reſtraint 
by this diligence. A due performance of theſe is 
nece ſlary to friendſhip and buſineſs; but idle, go/- 
ping viſits, which are employed in ranſacking 
the -aitairs or faults of others; judging or convemn- | 
ing thole who by their ablence arc incepable of 
Cefendi ing themlelves ; or in cenſuring the methods 
of publie admi niſtration, the reaſons and frings 
er wh! ch are cutiely upknown to perions in come 
Inte; tote the * igent Iradeiman aide. 


tlis 


. 
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His viſits will be commonly per, ſerious, and 
cl carſul ; whereby he may leave a r<liſh of good- 


n-is »chind him, anda ceſire | in his friends t to ſee 
him again. 


Laftiy, This diligence. w:: II reſtrain all 4e. 
able devation, Far be it from me to dice ulage 
the excrciles of religious wor ip; our climate 
I e in this ref, Forde cold enough. But 
there an inditereet 2ev! in ſome, which cauſes 


them to g the neceliary duties of relative and 


focial lie; their families Janguiſh for want of 


their care, and their bulinefs for want of their 
pretence; their work is jeft undone at home, and 


their debts unnaid abroad, while they are runnin 
7 — 


from ſerinon to fur men, Se. This can by no means 


be juttified : Not that an incultrious Tracet- 
man may not redtem ſome time from his common 
calling, for public or private devotion for the in- 

! 7 WS ALE. 1 
prore ment and de lien ef his mind, as well as 


- 


the tefreſuhment of *t he D ody; Hut then he will 
Ui; 


take cre that it is Conn 
is mind; for it the 2ucket be broken, L Wit 
hold no water, —2. With / Los e ching; for 
therein Gop is truly ſerved.—3. And with time, 
to ect upæau, and pradije what he hears ; for 


the great end of devorion is ta teach us 5 | 
: $6 ſoberly, right eouſiy, and 20 10 this preſent 


© world, and at laſt arri ve with lefety and joy 

to a better ſtate. | 
II. Let the religious Tradeſm an 1 be cited to 

the practice of indα ti. It cond uccs 2.uch (under 


the favour of providence) to our tempora Progpericys 


the diligent are 1 bieficd witn ple F; and no 


doubt a Auence is e bleſſing.notwithſta ging thefrs- 
quent en eri it had never 0: IHE made 


the ſubject of ſo many divine promiſcs 1; riches, 


* * ? 
444 1. 
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and honour are good for you, this is the wiy to 
attain them: for as there is no calling t@ great 
but /loth will impoveryyh, ſo there are few fo mean 
but diligence will impr: ove. But Whatever our 
ſucceſs is, I am ture it is molt cynducive to our 
cemfe t | dare appeal to every one's experience, 
whether they find not more inward peace and ſa- 
tis faction when the day has been diligently em- 
plop ed in their proper ca lings; than when it has 
been triflev away in floth and folly: As it greatens 
our reliſhes of the reit and fefreihments of lite; 
for the io as well as © the fleop of the Jabour- 
© iny nan is ſweet.” —But then let us be very 
cautious that this diligence does not degenerate 
into covetoujncſe, and we thereby loſe the reward, 
as we extinguiſh the virtue of it; and conti act a a 
curſe inſtead of gaining a bleſſing by it. 
III. Let the plcfte God be owned and ho- 
nourcd, by bumble b. yer, for a bleſſing on your 
diligence ; and aff ienate praiſe and aratitud: for 
ſucceſs thetein: He it is that givern you power 
to get wealth (J).“ And without bis blefling 
it is in vain for you to rife up early, and tit up 
<< late, and to eat the bread of catefulneſs (m),” 
He governs and influences the minds of others, 
and dirccis all thoſe circumſtances which muſt 
preſerve what his bounty beſtows, or elſe a 
thouſand accidents will ſoon depr.ve you thereof. 
IV. Let us clo'e this chapter with an obvious 
reflection. Is diligence ſo much a duty in che 
common buſineſs cf this life; how much more is 
it ſo in the great concerns of religion and an eternal 
world f If * riches do not drop into the 


moutbs 


il) Deut. viii. 18. ( Pr cv. 2. 


glory and happinets. Gen 
heaven like tones, without any eme or mation of 


diſtember of the tou), 
for trifles condemn your culdne!s and dulack i in 


SY 38 a 54 4 | 
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mouths of men whiie fleeping, nor ar? to be ob- 
tained without labour and Cuic ; much let ate the 
habits of virtue and gomdnets, and the rewnrds of 
Wit: bot carty us to 
our Own ; but requir.* us to ſhew our eſteem of 
his eternal grace and favour, by rwwng, fighting, 


 qoreſtling, ang ffrrving for 1:, before he bellows 
it 1 us, As {th is the evident cauſe of mens 


Pre:wnt poverty, ſo it is of their future miſery ; 


they will not be at the pains to be ſaved, though all 


the labour in religion is accc mparied with real 
pleaſure and fweetnefs. Shake it airs, this baſe 


and let not your di ligence 


the purſuit of beaveriy and true riches. Let the 
foregoing directions be attended to ior the proſ- 
perity of your ſouls, as well as that of your 
callings; 1. Sericuſy employ all the paicers of na- 


ture, in he ſervice and love of the ever bleſſed 


G0b.— 2. Let time be diligently improved ; let not 


that be miſpent, or run waſte, while work of ſo 


great importance lies before you.—3. Lay hold of 
eve) y opportunity for doing or receiving good. — 


4. Take a becoming care of thoſe things that are 


accounted ſmall, though nothing t that relates to 
(30D, and another world, is really io ; let no ſmall 


duty be omitted, and no ſmall fin indulged ; for a 


man may as ſurely bleed to death by the wound of 


a lancet, as by that of a ſword.—5. And reef 


thoſe avscations which would divert you from the 
great buſineſs of religion: let not the world, the 
fcſh, or the devil, draw away your minds from 


the love and duty which you owe to Gop, and the 


CONTEFA 


4 


* Theſe are ſcripture metaphors. 
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ctigern that is nesc far or the {ai vat! On of the 
Sep ( take hued that you de ret put your 
fer ita igt n the am sf ine gra ind 
W :2ternjniſs of the L. ort! feius Chiiſt; for fo all 
50 wr 1; 007 ar in legion will be utterly loft and fruit- 
lets ; ; Hing eit 1: bis“ be wicrits (re ed in by taith) 
and not your ge Worts, at will juſtity you be- 
fore Cop; and it is his grace and ſſiengtb, and not 
3 vgn and ce, that mult enable you to 
tuin! tune duti ies of he chriitian life. | 


Pharaoh . ao unto Joſeph. If thou knoweſt 
% any inan of «7:7y imongit thy breth;2n, then 
as make tnem ruters over my cattle, Gen. xlvii.5, 6. 
„ Themen Jer: »boan; was a mighty. man or 
„ 1nd Solomon fo ering the young man 
cc that a Was indie. ns, he made lg ruler 
4 gyer ail the Clatge of the houſe of Joſeph, 
4 x A A. X*; 28. 
nie becomerh poor + t dealeth with a Hack 
T ha, but the hand ws "he dil cent maketh 
& rich. —cie that gacnereth : n ſummer, is a wife 
« fon ; But he that epeth in harveſt, is a fon 
© that cauieth ſhare, Prov. K. 4. 5. 
He that 1i/iet' his lau {hall be ſatisfied with 
ec hread ; but he that Holler: eth Vain perſcus 18 void 
44 of underſtanding. —The hand of the diligent 
cc ſhall bear rule; but the /thfu! ſnall be under 
c tribute, — be ſubſtance of the dilgent man is 
. Precious, Fo. xii. 1 1, 24, 2 | 
„ He that is ef in his work is brother to 
© him that is a great waſter, Prov. xvili. 9. 
„The fluzgaid will not plow by reaton of the 
c cold; therefore all he beg in hacvelt and have 
66 nothing, —Love not Heep, leſt thou come to 
| . 


; po: erty : Open th: -_ ey2s, and then ſhit de 


+ the vincyard of the man void „ wn 
ing. — Let a little fleep, a 


Cf Fuſtice, 


? 


12 1 8. It 4 WW 101 bre 75 Prov. IN. * 1 


3 
. | 
He the t! veil; 4/ ceiſtere n por man: 


He that Ivech wine and ol, Ural net oe tic, 


Prod. xxi. 17. 

& Yecit thou a wan air nt in his bet © El e 
ſnall lend teſote Kings, he fall not Land be- 
fore nian men, Prov. xxii. 8 | 

_« I went by the field of the fall ſul, and by 


Jer 40G - 
little ſtamber, a little 
fe ding ol the hands to il: £p.—So 4 bat 
verty cone a; one that. tran]; 


1 
L403 *. 18 i 


n ' | > KORS 0 . 
Wand 28 an att ou wy „ 2 5 34 


— — * ＋ 
wy ** 11.t.never thy Haid fin eth ay do, dey 1 E 
v. ich th 7 i- 44 


tor tere is no Work, noc de- 


vice, nor Enowleds ze, nor wiidem in the Ciave 


WI. ace thou goeſt, "Eedleſ. . 10. 


CHAP. V. 
Of Juſtice. 


-4 I. The rature ef Juſtice. 1 a 


to it.— III. Ifances of it, as conſcionable 


bargaius.— I be ready payment of juſt debts. 


ere F ail law b 
cuſtoms. — Due reſpec? i0 the laws end or- 


* 447 wt acefnen. — 


Us ing exact weights and meaſures. —The 
right working of manufactures. —T he di 
fu; impoſi ien Laxes, er 


vers of Societies. An equitable regard to 
—-1 paterac: care of 2 
Prentice A 


131 999 thy 
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chi a; Ei. — Mer CY to the 4091 — punctual 
Fes ard 19 ll lac fu contr; 2.75. 7eſtli- 
tuticon of unlawful gains. IV. EA Hor la- 
tions ta the practice of Juſtice. —SCTIPLUNCS 
Juited thereto. 


” 1 nature of juſtice, as it it reſpects mens 4 | 
ing with each other, is contained in that 
1 divine 1 of our blefled Lord's; „ Whatſoever 
ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye 
„ even ſo unto them ;” that is, do ye in all caſes 
to others, whatioever is fit for you to expect from 
them in like circumitances. It is an habit of mind 
that diſpoſes us to render to all their dues; and as 
was ſaid of diligence, it differs not in the real 
_ chiiitian from the ſame virtue in others, but as 
faith in the Lord Jefus, reverence to Gop, and a 
love to goodneſs, are the ſprings of it, I fay it is. 
a habit e the mind: For it relates not merely to a 
particular action, but the general ſeries and tenor of 
our lives. A man may be pale through fear, or 
red with bluſkiag, yet we do not from hence 
call him a pale or a ruddy man; becauſe theſe are 
nor his complexion, they are merely incidental 
and tranſient. So he alone deſerves the honour- 
able name of , whoſe conduct is uniformly ups 
right, and who nas ſuch a love to juſtice, as to 
maintain its practice, whether it meets with pre- 
ſent applauſe or not, or even though it ſhould 
ſometimes thwart his apparent intereſt, FP 4. 

XV. 4. 

II. Our odligations to this great duty are mani- 
fold : 1. The "light of nature and reaſon of things, 
enforce | it; men are not like the fiſhes of the ' Ne 
mado 


prentices .— Suitable pi cdi, for wife and 


« * wav not covet, 


caſe of diſobedience ; 


Deut. xvi. 20. 


/ Juſtice. e 
made to prey upon and devour one e another; but 
as every one requires to be ju///y dealt with him— 
ſelf, lo reafon obliges him to treat others in the 
fame manner: : This i is a principle ſo evident to 
the conſciences of men, that it is impoſſible tooblikg- 

rate it, however their vicious inclinations prevail 
with them to act contrary to it. The Roman 
Emperor Severuc, ſo much admired that golden 
rale of our Saviour's, “ Drid tibi non dis ſiori, 
© altert ne feceris; What you woul, not have done 
te you, do not to others ;”” that he made it his 


molto, and cauſed it to be edition on his doors and 


buildings, and enrolled the divine Author of it 


 2mong his Gods; and would to Gop it was more 


Ie gibly inſcribed, not ſo much upon the walls, as 
in the hearts and lives of thoſe who call themſelves 


chriſtiane. 


2. The moral * of Gop oblizes us to the 
practice of juſtice: This is the ſum "of the duties 


required in the ſecond table; which indeed is on- 


ly a new edition of the law of nature. Thou 
” excludes tne principles, ard 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal,” prohibits the practice of 


Bo ale is unjuſt or diſhoncurable in cur con- 


duct to others; and theſe rules are inforced by 


numerous and repeated injurctions : “ Thus ſaith 


the Lord, keep ye judgment, =P do ju/lice, 


* and ſpeak every man truth with his neighbour, 
„%) 5 Thou ſhalt not defraud thy neighbour : 
But that which is altogether juſt ſhait thou 
* follow (6b).” He has trengtllencd theſe pre- 
cepts with threainings of ſevete puniſhment in 
many inſtances of the per- 

formance 
(5) Lev. xix. 13. 


(a). Ifa. lui 1. Tech. viii. 16. 
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forinance of which are viſible in the world, but 
many mote are reſerved to the great and folemn 
day ef retribution.— The goſpel of Chriſt bings 
the conſciences of all who expect to receive a {hare 
in rhe bleſſings of it, to the exact performance of 
this duty; it is the very deiign of it “ to teach 
men to live ſoberly, and rightezufly, as well as 
„ zodly, in this pretent world (c).“ 0 deprives 
the unjuf! of tiny prefeut claim to the be: ens of it 3 
tor © if th; ey are not faithful in the ee ones, 
„ mammon, who will c: W. to their truſt the 
© true niches (4) And utterly excludes them 
from the hopes of the future glories and rewards of 
it; * know ye rot that the 17 :htecors ſnall not 
8 r the kingdom of Gop? Be not deceived; 
<< neither thieves, nor covetous, nor ky 
« ſhall inherit the kingdom of God (e).“ 
Bs he who allows himiélf to violate the laws 2 
juſlice, maims chriſtiaity; and, whatever his 
profeſſion of religion may be, it is falſe and infin- 
cere for he can never be frue to (30D, who is 
unjufl Has, nor can he reaionably hope to be 
ac:epied of him. : 
And not only duty and conſcience, but drefent 
ntere/t obliges him to the exerciſe of prebity and 
i ice : It is the fineſt and ſafeſt way to proſperity, 
and has a meme tendency to promote it: The 
universal Pra tice of it will neceſtarily eſtabliſh a 
c attcr. upon which much of the Trace!- 
man's ſucceſs de ORE | ; every one loves to dcal 
v1th an hene nian; ang the credit and reputation 
that attends. it ER eres many advantages to the 
\ polleiior ct. jt Lo} hough the incl! (cretion of forme 
| dane 
{s) 1 Cen. 


„) Tit. ii. 12. (%) Luke xvi. 19—12. 


ation 
to the 


{ome 
ones 


1 


be always mealured by what the Comm ugtty cf 


Gf Fuftice. © 0" WY 
honeſt and juſt men may keep them poor; and 


divine providence may afflict others to convince an 
unbelieving world of a judgment to come; zes 


the good God evicently blefjes many with temporal 


projperity to {hew his love to righteouſneſs, and 


the * ot his providence in the preſent 


Hate. Ihe faichiul man ſhall abound with 
„e bleſfivgs ; ch he that haſteth to ve rich Ly 


"Wk 20 nr;/lice g ſertit mall be puniſhed 5.5 Shame 


and mitery are the rniural fruits of in juſtice and 


fratd ; and when men have increaſed their wealth, 
* 


end ſeathered their neſts with the 1 1001's vi cthers, 
the divine Leng Fonds lice a jire ut own, often 


«anſumes them 3 wn it does not reſt pen F for it 


goes il} with es that are leſt in their taber- 
* nacles (g).“ So odious is ihbia fin to Gon, 


that even the poſterity of the unjuſt and oppreſſive 
hall feel the eff Et of his indignation againſt it; 


and we may often obitrve that ill-gotten wealth 
moulders away we know not how in the hands of 


inoſe for whom it was unju/il; laid up. 


III. Having thus briefly conhdered the nature 
oi jultice, and our rblioaticns to the practice of 
t. we procced to ſpecify the in/lances in which 
the I redeſman is to ezerciſe it. | 

1 Juſtice obli ges the Tradeſinan to abe con- 


Wy Wade bargams "that he neither, ls too dear, 
not 4:35 too cheap; but does by others as ne would 
de dealt by himſe . | 


1. It requires us to exact 0! ly a reaſonable. D 


4. + 


Futon , g. in from what we ſell. Ine menture 


e allowable gain for ail Tradeſmen cannot te 
determined by any peltieular rule: R cans! 


Hie 
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ſince furprize or ignorance may occaſion a dear 
purchaſe ? and why {ſhould others pay far my folly? 
Or it might by ſome ſpecial occurrence be obtained 
very cheap ; and no reaſon will oblige me to give 
away that advantage. — The rates at which ſome 
athers ſell, cannot always be the proper meaſure of 
gain; fortney maybe neceſatated to ſell at under- 
rates and why ſhould other men's indigence preju- 
dice me? Or they may underſcll o: hers t to gain 
cCuſtomers, taking too little for one th! ng. ** 
vi wn rea. hing them in others; and why thould 
that mean artifice regulate thoſe that are above it? 
Or elfe they may be unreaſonable and extrava- 
gant in their prices, and why muſt I be governed 
by their covetouſneſs ?—What a commodity hath 
formerly fold for, can be no jult rule; for every 
one knows that prices ebb and flow, and what 
was worth a guinea laſt year, may not be worth 
half ſo much this. Nor is, what will maintain 
the Tradeſman and his family, a ſure guide; for 
two ſhillings in the pound may be profit ſufficient 
for thoſe whoſe retuins are confid<rable, or their 
expences ſmall; whereas twice as much may not 
ſuffice for the ſupply. of a numerous, or ſickly fa- 
mily.— But then the moſt we can get, is very far 
from being a juit meaſure for cur gains, for it is 
poikble to exact twice the val ue of a commodi- 
ty trom an unſkilful or unwary cuſtomer, which 
is downright injuſtice and fraud. —Nor, laſtly, 
can the intrinſic Werth, be a conſtant rule for va- 
uation ; fince in divers things that cannot be 
known, end in many others fancy s the only guide: 
Zo that the ſureſt rule that can be given is the 
market price, which as it is the moſt general, ſo it 
is uſnaily the leaſt liable to exception; and Jeſs 


naltiagghzn the conduct of particular men. A due 
"mk e 5 9 
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21!0wance is fit to be made for a perſon's time and 
labour, hazard ard ſkill ; and long credit makes it 
reaſonable for the Tradeſman to advance the price 
of his goods, as he is thereby deprived of the im- 
Pi ovement of his money, and runs ſome hazard of 


 loling eit; but in eſtimating the Ciladvantage on 


theſe heads, and making aliowanc for them, he 
is always to conduct himſelf by the rules of jul- | 


tice and honour ; and deſire no more gain from 
chers when he ſells, than he allows reaſonable 


for others to gain by him, when he is the pur- 


chaſer; remembering that “ light gains make an 


beavy purie, but "large gains oten RE: an 
« tieavy conſcience. 


2. Juſtice forbids the fating 3 of « ano- 
ther's neceſſity in your bargains, Let not the cries 


cot the poor aſcend to God againſt you, for ſinking 


the prices of their labour or goods fo low that 


it is impoſſible they ſhould live upon the profits 
of them; nor let the nece//ity they are knawn to be 


under of receiving ready money for what they el 


for the ſubiſtence of themſelves and families, ever 


tempt you to withhold from them the allowance of 
reaſanable gain. I have known a ſordid Tradeſ- 
* mai buy manufactwed metal of a neceſſitous 
woran ar the tame price that unmanufactur- 
«ed 25 known to colt, and then glory in his 
bargen; but how common or gainful ſyever 


£66 


ſuch praQtices may be, [ am ſure it is horrid in- 
| juſlice. 10 pp %u 7 it there 1 18 any providence of 


God in this world, or any truth in his word, the 
dicine curſe muſt needs attend all fuch iniquitous 
courſe... If ever your covetoutineſs tempt you to 
ſuch kind of conduct, conſider th t con founding 
queition which Gon, the poor man's King, puts 
unio you; © What mean ye that ye e 

| < of”. 


Of Justice. 


6 of tae goor, ſaith the. Lord Gun of hoſts 5 25 


and 5 ſhame and confdfon that maſt af 
tend „cor wilwer to fuch an CNQUILY, by a fincere 
repointinc:, if you have been guy herein And a 


more "ag % and chriſiiau mers dJ ot trade for 
the tine cme. Noi let their Meg ttes encour- 
age you! eng oach upon them in nat they want 
| to buy, or in any thing they want to borrow for 
their necchary uſe, «hich is equal injuſtice and 

oppt: on with the former. —Or if your fellow 
Traiciman ſhould need forme commodity to ſupply - 
his cuitomer with, ſhe your generoſity and ho- 
novr by uſing bim 45 you worul.4 be done unte; and 
in no Caie wait for an ad Vantage to prey upon the 
ttraits of chere, for none would willingly be / 
dealt with themſ:!v- s : hay, ingenuity and benevo- 
lence ſhould incline you rather to deal better by 
thoſe whoſe wont, Pligg them to make their ap- 
Pape to you, than by others who Rand | In as 

cod of ſuch conſideration. 

3. Make no advantage of others unſoilfulzeſs in 
yeur bargains. Every one i, not eucowed with 
Knowledge or ſaga city a alike; yew lons may eaſily 
forget, mittake, or overſhor ot themſclves: Nay 
it is impoſlibie that any {ſhould be a competent 
_ Juage of the value or gocunels of rvory αοmmadity 
thev may want to percha(s or ſell: We muit be 
ſer.ft0.e chat this is often our 92or Czie ; therefore it 
it is unfuſt and ungenerous {or any to take advan: 
toe Of eur ignarance or overſight, i it is equally ſa 
tor us todo the lame by other; Wat is wrong in 
one caſe muſt certainly ve fo in the other; and uy 
excule can juſtify us. Say not, my knowledge 5 
was given me to 7mprove thoſe oppertunitics t9 
my ab antage, and let every ene look to them- 

ches; 
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ſelves; but the juit and righteons Qoyernor of the 
world never gave any one ſuperior underttand'ng 


and Kill to be perverted to fuch baſe and un; zener- 
ous purpoſes; and you mignt with the lane w- 
priety (a y hat your power and drength * ven 


ycu to rob every one that is incapable (f reſittigg 


vou; for if reaſon or juſtice hold in the one al; 
J am ſure it will in the o:her.--Neither ſay, ! 


only deal by ethers, as 0: hers d. al vy me in ſuch 
cates; for it is juſt as reaſonable to ſay, becauſe 
my houſe has been ſet on fire by others, therefore 
Iwill burn my neighbout's: Ihe criminal conduct 
of others can be no plea for your imnitadon; and 
the mot e general the practice of vice, the more 
honour and virtue there is in diſttnting from it. 


„Let no man therefire go beyond (r cver-reach 


or defraud his brother in any matter; for Gp 
"0 f the avenger of all ſuch (i). 


4. Make no bargains with ſnch as have n1 juſt 


property in what they are contracting about, ee 
care is dus in this cal in thute that fell, that the 


dart ws not caildren, or ther weak p people 2 
tralfc wich them; who cannot fenen. obly be ſup- 
ER] to be ated With money ut ir Eipecialy 


Cott thote who are tempte d to b luc 5 goods 
as de Kno or greatly ſutpect to be fa,. It is 
tri: thy um ma be large by uch bargains, 
2ut Dam ture thy ove i 2r-ater : You athlt and 
encgurags them 1 thei. Wickednefs, When 
ec thou ſaweſt « thief, thou conſentedſt with 
c0owingly © co7ves at or 
e/jt. in on evil en. faves in the guilt of it: 
And if you meg be {0 rctal 23 to eſcape the 


laws 


4% 1 Thell. iv. 6. (* Pra. I. 18. 
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laws of man, which are {trict againſt theſe trant— 
greſſions; yet the penetrating eye of Gop always 


beholds you, who will ſooncr or later make you 
ſenſible of his indignation at your theſt and cove- 
touſneſs. Say not, my ſhop is my market ; for 


What honeſt man wi:l buy a ſtelen horſe in the 
market, if he kiows cr ſuſpects it to be ſo ? Nei- 
ther plead, that if you buy them not «hers will; 

for the wickedneſs of others will be no ſufficient 
excuſe for your in: quity. It is ſtrange, that men, 


who reaſon and act prudently enough in other 


things, yet when the laws of their Creator inter- 


rupt their vicious inclinations, loſe both ſenſe and 


reafon too, and will venture the anger of al- 


mighty Goup, offer violence to their conſciences, 


and hazard their reputations, rather than mils of 
_ a little ſordid gain. Nleddle not with ſuch di/- 


ooneft purchaſes, but chuſe even to be poor with 


— integrity, rather than to be rich by unrighteouſneſs. 


Uſe yourſelves to an honeſt plainneſs in your | 


hems ns. Ordinary and giſcernable faults the 
buyer is ſuppuſed to take notice of, but if your 


goods have any ſuch private or undiſce ned defects, 


as would cauſe him to relinquiſh his purchaſe, to 


leſſen his offers for them if he knew them, it is 


unju ? to obtrude them upon him. It is not ſuffi- 


cient iu this caſe to ſay, that you fell them ata 
price prop;rt:onable, (though I fear this is not al- 


ways done) for the defects may ſo far leflen them 
in the buyer's eſteem, or render them ſo unſuitable 
to his jutention in the purchaſe of them, that he 
would not buy them at ; rate; and it is not your 
formal cant, or fallacious harangues, that will 
alter the property of a bad commodity. If the 

buyer is cenſured for faying, it zs naught, it is 


naught, | in order to lefjen the” price, and when he 


goeth 


and +» 


SG 
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goeth his way rejoiceth in the goodneſs of his pur- 
chaſe 3 I am ſute the ſeller is equally guilty, who 
ſays, it is faultleſs ; it is excecding good ; when he 
knows it to be quite the reverſe, Aſk your con- 
ſciences, Sits, if this conduct > be juſtiſied be- 
fore God ; or if it is doing by dthers as you would 
be dane unto? — If it be replied, we are under a ne- 
ceſſity to buy damaged and faulty goods along with 


others, and we mult ſell them. I anſwer, buy as 


her 


few of them as may be; and ſell them to thoſe 


who underſtand what they buy, and if you ſhould 


loſe ſomething by them, rather than impoſe them 


upon the ignorant; the divine providence can ea- 
 fily and largely reward your ſelf-denial. 


2d, Juſtice requires the ready payment of all ju} 


diebts at the appointed time. Prudence will direct 


us to be cautious what debts we contract, but 
when they become due, Juſtice requires that they 


be punctually diſcharged ; otherwiſe we keep the 


poſſeſſion while another has the right. The mat- 
ter is not whether the creditor is rich or poor, for 


all have a right to claim their on; but it is an 5 
agęgravating circumſtance of guilt, when the nece/= | 
tous, the widow and the fatherleſs are injured. 


If you plead inability, this will neither juſtify, nor 
excuſe you, unleſs Gop by his providence hath 


_ diſabled you, in which caſe you are obliged to uſe 


ot al- — all poſſible lawful endeavours to make due ſatis- 


If the 
t, it is 
hen he 

goetl = 


faction; and both reaſon and juſtice require the 


fu.l payment of your debts whenever you are able, 
even though your creditors, conſidering your indi- 
gent ſtate, may accept of what your preſent abili- 


ties will allow; for right can never be loſt, in con- 


ſcience, where there is a future ſufficiency ; though 
it may be fit to be abated in lu: but let not 
thoſe calamities be charged on God's provi 


dence, 


Which 


— — —— —— — — 
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a great (to buy with) and a ſmall (to ſell with) 
neither ſhalt thou have in thy houſe divers mea- 
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v hich are the effects of your own imprudence.— 


Juſtice alſo requires that debts be paid not only 
fully, but /peeauy, as they become due: If we are 
not to fay to out neighbour, ge, and come again, 


be have it by us, when he cometh ty Leg or to 


6117cw, Prov, iii. 28. much leſs when he aſks oy 


tor that which is /75 own, you know not what ne- 


ceſſity he may have lor it, or what dependance he 


inay place upon it, Which may involve him in an 
hundred difficulties upon che diſappointment ; he 


ray be poor and ſet his heart upon it; and it is 
unmerciful as well as unjuſt, needleſly to delay the 
payment of it. OE Eg a 
7 the moſt inexcuſable violation of juſtice, is, 


A * 6 6: ; WT ; 
a Tradeſman's breaiing upon dejian, in order to 


defraud the creditors of their dues, and enrich 


himſelf with their ſpoils. Such inquity can have 


no refuge to ſcreen itſelf from confuſion and re- 


morſe, but a ſeared conſcience, or direct atheifm : 


Ile many heinous fins doſt thou wilfully and de- 
libczatcly commit, for a little momentary gain! 


Here are repeated lies, if not perjury; ſtealing, 


notorious hypocriſy and diſſimulation; contempt of 


Cop's law and juſtice, and injury to men. How 
canſt thou hope to eſcape the 1ighteous judgment 


of Gop who art guilty of crimes like theſe * 


3d, Fuſtice conſiſts in uſing exact weights and 
2.:ofiires > Without theſe, commerce is a perfect 
cheat: The buyer goes away ſatisfied, on the ſup» 
pc ſition that he has the gugntity bargained for, 


uhen it is no ſuch thing; than which nothing 


can be more contrary to probity and juſtice. 
„Thou ſhalt not have in thy bags divers weights, 


« ſuics, For all that dg ſuch things, and all that 


« do 8 are an | abomination unto the 
© Lord. Bur thou ſhalt have a perfect and juſt 
weight, and a perfect and juſt meature ſhalt 
de thau have; that thy days may be leng-hened in 
e the land which th: Lord thy God giveth 
* thee (/}. Are there yet the treaſures. of deceit. 
© in the houſs of the wicked, and the ſcant mea- 


„ ſure, which is abominable ? ſhall I count them 


e pure with the wicked balances, and wich the 


bag of deceilful weights, faith the Lord (2) 5 


Thus deteſtabie Jo theſe inftances of injujtice ap- 


pear to GoD, which ſhould cauſe all chote to 
ſaun them, who have any delice to approve them 


{cives as men ot conſcience and relwuon — The 


uren as well as the ſeil:r ſhould be content with 


juſt and equal dealings, and not Jeſire © endeavour 
to obtain more then "he agrees fur, or by any arts 


or deceits whatſoever to 7 5 a upon rome h Ss 
neighbour. 


Among other Hs, falſe Lahts are juſt'y 
reckoned ; when T radeſmen ſo contrive the li. chts 


ol their ſhops as to repreſent their commodities 
better than they real y are; and when the chap- 
man reviews his purchaſe at home, he finds it 


quite another thing; now what can be more wyz/t 


than this? It is deceiving thy neighbour, and no 


other thaw, picking his purſe of to much as 1s cx- 
torred from him by this means, above the real 

worth of the commodity. _ 
4th, Fuſtice obliges the Tradeſman to the right | 
working of a all manufactures. Ruman laws aten 
make provition tor this; but the cafes in which 
aud may be committed are fo various, that it is 
:n:poſfibie to reach them all, and, un'e(s men are 
4 2 | -. Winder 
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under the awe of Gon and conſcience, they will 
find evalions, and trample the laws under their 
feet. 7 will teach the Trade man to do fuch 


Work fur ces, as he would have done for himſelf; 
and not throvgh fluth, moultiplicuy cf bufinets, or 


any covetous: view, to reader things % fer- 
<:c-725z than they ought to be, It is true, it is 
ot neceſtaiy to beſtow equal care or labour upon 


every piece of work, the mul, the price, or the de- 


nian of it may not require it; but equity requiree 
that every manufacture have the perfection 7egui- 


Fieio its kind; and forbids the ce“, thrutting 
in of a baſer fir or metel inſtead of a better, 


den though it may do the purchaſer equal ſervice, 
„e be May never be ſenſible of the difference; be- 
Cute it is im poſing upon his ignorance, and ex- 


iti g à price from him above the true value of 
the comme dity. Say not, the price will not allow 


3 tnings be made as they ought, for it is che : 
nee of work that is the uſual cauſe of re- 


Aud n in the price; and it goo. ds vere better, the 


ices mignt be en too, as is evident from re- 
p-:2ted facts, that they who do the belt work have 
tus 2reateft gains, as well as the molt credit. 
n Juſlice requires the ready and chearful 
dayment Of all lawful inipofilians, taxes, or cuſtinrs, 
„s the Tradeſman enjoys the benefit and protection 


7 


er government; he ſhould not think much to con— 


tibute to the ſupport of it; and to render to ail 


bein Cues, tribute 20 20/911 tribe ts due, cuſtom 


2 whim cuſtom. Fuſtice obliges you either 
punctually to diſcharge them, or plainly to deny 


that they are %; but how can you queſtion this, 


when chey are tertled by law, and this Jaw the act 
of your own conſent, by your repreſentatives z_ 


J 
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to ſupport the office of magiſtracy, and protect the 


rights of the ſubject? Say not that the profits of 
them are tranſmitted to oer hands, it is the offi- 


ccrs who gain by theſe things, and their revenues | 


are fo Jarge, that there is little hurt in wrongng 


them ; for theſe were inveſted with an endoodtcd ” 


right from the proprietor, and fo cannot lawfully 
be defianded, any more than a tenant of What he 


taketh in leafe from his landlord. Neither plead 


that the end of taxations are not anſwered, trade 
and property are not fecured, che f225 are not 
guarded, or the like: For it is "hard to piove the 


matter of fact, and the care of the government 


cuchr not to * eenfired without cler and uncon— 


| trolable evidence; The neglect of /ubardinate offi- 


cers muſt not be thrown uon the chief mapiſtrate, 


unleſs it be frequent, notorious, and aſter Cue in- 
 fermation : Aud after all, there ever were, and 
Weill be ſome overſights; ſome unwor.hy peilors. 
employed, who will ſeek their own and not the 
public good z whole neg'igence mult be cotrected 
dy their ſuperiors, and not plead: d in exculc for the 
neglect of duty by every private perſon.— Neither 


is it enough to fay that you are ready to ſtund 13 
the penalty, _whenever you are detccied in with- 
holding cu vin, or the like; for there is no come. 


mon thief” but ni. ghr make this plea, if there was 


any ſtrength in it: Penalties are annexed to laws 


to deter th::le from evil, whom neither conſcience 


towards Gop, nor jullice to man, will þs/4 tg 


their duty; and it would be little to your reputa- 


tion to come under this character. 
Ard as you ſhauld “ render to Cæſar the things | 
ce that are Czlar's;” ſo ſhould you | „render to 


ic the things that are Gop's.” If you ex- 


pect the bleſſing of Heaven, withhold not from 
N E 3 „F. 
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his Miniſters whatſoever by law or equity is due 
unto them; for“ GoD hath ordained that they 
& which preach the goſpel, ſhould live by the 
* gcſpel (n).“ As they have relinquiſhed the 
gaintul employments of life for the tervice of 

Gop and the intereſts of religion | they have a 

_ claim to be ſupported in a manner becoming their 

office, that they may be freed from the anxietics 

of want, and may be examples as well as pro- 
motets of charity to Others : and this is not only | 

2 point of relig gon and h but . and \ 

Equity, 

Stk Puſtice requires the tradeſman 29 pay As 
reſvet to the laws and on ders of his ſociety : To tho 
odtervation of which, the members thereof are 
uſually obliged by oath. Sup poſing thete laws to 

de agree ble to the dictates of reaſon and religion, 
Juſtice and conſcience obliges your obedience io 

0 them, although they ma) ſometimes interfere with 

Pour private intereſt. Fer inſtance, Are yen. 

= called to any cflice of charce cr tiouble? if it is 

_ conſiſtent with your concerns, you ſhould readily. 

diſcharge it; or if not, chearfully ſubmit to ſuch 
fines as are duly impoſed.—Or are you prohibited 

to import or export ſome profitable commodity, 
whereby the poor at home might want fublitence, 
or public enemies be ſtrengthened and encouraged? 
Juſlice requires your ready compliance with ſuch 
orders Or are you engaged to employ n foreigner | 
in your ſervice, leſt thole who have ferved a regu- 
Jar apprenticeſhip be diſcouraged, or left without 
employment? Juſtice and fidelity oblige you % 
_ refuſe all ſuch aſſiſtants; eſpecially where the end 
of thoſe inſtitutions are croſt by ſo doing. Ina 
word, we ought in all things to con/u! t che good of 


 ſecaety, | 


bn) 1 Cor. i ix. 4. 


* 
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| principle, t de unte others as you wwhuld be done unto. 
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feciety, as well as our own; and the future good, ns 
well as the preſent; if we will be faithful and true 
to our obligations. 

7th, Fuſtice demands an equitable regard to your 
fellow Tradeſmen. Though every man may ule all 
lawful methods to increaſe and ſecure his cuſtom ; 
yet, charity fhould keep us from hindering thoſe 


who are poorer than ourſelves ; and juſtice forbids 
the gaining cuſtomers or chapmen from others, by 


any 4 iſhanoura zble or indireet means: Particulaily, 5 
let every unjuſt reflection, and depreciating inſinu- 
ation on your fellow Tradeſman's character or 


goods, be abhorred; and every other mean artiſice 
to increaſe your duback at the expence of your 


neighbour's : but let this always be your governing 
—And though maſters ſhould be content that 
their apprentices at ſetting up ſhould carry away 
ſome cuſtomers from them, being part of the con- 
ſideration for their time and money; yet no ing2- 


nuous apprentice wil! uſe any untwarthy means + 


gain cuſtomers to himſeif ; or do any thing but 


what is common and approvedly done. in that 


caſe, either before or after the expiration of his 
time; remembering that when he comes into the 


ſame circumſtances, he himſelf will not be con- 
tented with ſuch uſage. 


Again, ingroſ/ing of commo lities, whereby man} 
are impoveriſhed for the enriching of a fe; whe- 
ther it be done by focirties, or ſingle perſons, 13 


directly contrary to the Jaws of juſtice and charity 


which command us to lede aur neighbours as our - 


ſelves + And notto ſeek our own advantage to the 


prejudice of others, The law of natuie gives to 
every Mail a righr of l e ful fiiterce by la- 


bour and SEMMEFLOE; : Thole hat veEprive others of 
* 4 theſo 
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theſe advantages by covetous and ſelf-enriching 
ſchemes, are common enemies to mankind. Men 
may ** boaſt when they do well for themſelves; 
and others may bleſs the covetous whom Gop 
* abhors (2);“ but the common and tender Fa— 
ther of all, cannot bat hate theſe gains of op- 
preſſion, and puniſh this method of ha//ening to le 


 4ih: And we often fee the effects RICE in the 


. Il and ruin of thoſe who thought to enrich them 
ſelves by the e gains of unrighteouſneſs. ets 
Neither is it agreeable to Juſtice or equity, for 


the rich Tradeſman or Artficer, whole eſtate 7 


perhaps may bear hin out, in ſuch a manner to 
underſell his poorer fel ow. Tradeſman, that they 
wanting his ſtock and credit cannot pieferve their 
cuſtomers, or ſubſiſt upon thoſe prices. Inis 
conduct is eſpecially criminal where the very de- 
ſigu of it is to weaken and impoveriſh others. | 
Laſtly, That nyuſtice is intolerable which is 
offered to your partners in trade: Who repoſe the 
ſame confidence in you, as they do in themſelves ; 
and to whom you are bound by all the ilticteſt 
ties of law, conſcience and mutual confi lence. For 
tuch perlons to undermine, or purloin from each 
other, is a crime that de'erves the ſevereſt cen- 
ſure; and cannot be practiſed by any who have 
not loſt all love to virtue, or fear of ſhame. 

8th, Juſtice obliges the tradeſman to a parental 


dure about his apprentices. Prudence directs to 
chuſe ſuch as are of ſober characters, tolerable 


tempers, and capacities fit for buſineſs; and not 
for the ſake of a little preſent money, or to ſupply 
an immediate pinch of buſineſs, to thruſt a thoin 
into your ſides, which may pain you for ſeven 
. long years: but thoſe whom you ſee fit to "rod 

| | and 


(0) Pal. x. 3. 
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3 and teceive into your families, u obliges you 
1 do uſe in the lame manner as „on would have your 
; own children treated, when they come into the ſane 
D ogy | 4 

| | Beware of EY ſeverity and rigour towards 
| | . This will difcourage them in your ſervice, 


be --| if worſe conſe. quences do not attend it. Remember 
8 that you were once in the fame ſtate, and reprat 
=. not upon them what was then juſtly eſteemed an 
hardſhip by yourſelf ; remember that you «//9 have 
or ) à⁊ nmaſter in heaven, who rules by love and uſt au- 
. 


thority, and not by {everity and vengeance; and 

do you imitate him therein. Let che government 

25 of your ſervants be fuch as may command love 
And efteem, as well as reſpect and obedience, that 


nis they muy feel it to be as much their intereſt as. 
je- thcir duty to ſerve you, —Maintain your authority 
Tz over them by a life of virtue and relzgion - This 
15 will produce reverence, and enforce reſpect much 
tne more effectually than any domincering auſterity in 
8 words or behaviour; while vice and folly naturally 
t-{t_ breed contempt under the moſt lordly and impe- 
For rious ſway.—lmpoſe not too heavy taſks upon 
ach them; make not their lives bitter by cruel bon- 
en- dage leſt they cy unte Gon againſt you: Re- 
ve _ member their years, and bear with their frailtics 
LO and imperfections; charge them not with faults 
ental "without cauſe, nor refuſe to hear their juſt apolo- 
s to 


s Qt gies. Rn the reflection of fob | in the like 
able caſe, ** If 1 did deſpiſe the cauſe of my man- 


| not . lervant, or of my mat ſervant, when they 
pply „ contended with me; what then ſhall I do when 
hon „ Gop rifeth up ? And when he viſiteth, what 
ſeven „ ſhall/l anfwver Him? Did not He that made 
_ „ me in the womb make him? And did not one 


5 falhuun | 
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«© faſhion us in the womb (p) ?”—Let them have 
Veo and re/t covenient for them: For quality, | 
let it be ſuch as is {aitable to their condition; for 
quantity let it be iuhcient for their neceſſary re- 
freſhment; and for time and ſec: an, let it be ſuch 
AS is moſt conducive to their health and comfort, 
— e full as ready to encourage them when they 
co well as to reprove them when they do amifs; 
that they may be ſenſible of your gocd will to 
them, as well as your authority over them. 
„ Thou ſhalt not rule over them with — but 
« ſhalt fear thy Gop (4). 

2. But then be chad againſt a weat indul- 
gence towards them. Improve your juſt authority 
cover them, for maintaining in the whole of their 
conduct a due reſpect to Gup and yourſelves. In- 
dulge them in no 4n:awn evil. Recommend to 
them, both by example and precept, the religious 
fear of God, and juſtice and truth to man. Above 
all, diligently watch over them to preſerve them 
from the infection of evil company; to this end, take 
an exact account of their time when they are abſent 
ſrom you; for it is then that they contract their 
peinicious acquaintance : Eſpecially let your au- 
thority be exerciſed over them for the religious 
obſervance of the Lord's-day, for many have dated 
their ruin from the faulty liberties they were then 
indulged in: and how Tradeſmen can anſwer it to 
Gob and their own conſciences, in leaving their 
ſervants at large on that day, while they are re- 
galing themſelves in their country retreats, is 
more than 1 can ſay : I ſcarce believe any thing 

has contributed more to the cor #ption of the rid 

ing generation, than neglects of this kind, How 


| _ juftly 
6e Job A 1315, (% Levit. xx. 43. 


fery and tears are the only inheritance they laue 
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juſtly may Gon upbraid thoſe with elfifhneſs and 
by pocriſy, who require a {trict obedience to they 
oton commands, but thus overlook the neglects of 
Illis holy and righteous laws? Keep them there- 
fore under your eye, and rather ſpare them tim: 
from your 6wn bulineſs, for an interview with their 
friends, or other Jawful occaſions, than let any 
part of that /acred time be ſpent in a trifling o 


unberaming manner. They may think much of 


this reilraint at preſent, yet future time and better 


conſidetation will cauſ2 them to bleſs you, and 


blels Gop for your care concerning them.—- 
Latly, Be very cautious of ſerding thole to travel 


who are not furniſhe with cin wildom and 


virtue to preſerve them from the manifold temp- 


tations to which they are expoſed ; and by which 
m. ny youths have been undone, | 


th, yuſtice will excite the Tradeſman, (i fin 
thoſe relations i in lite) to make due proviſion far his 
wife and chiidrea, The wife brought a conſider- 
able portion, in proſpect cf a comfortable pro- 
vition 3 or elſe hath been uſeful in the ſhop or 
the family, to preſerve or encreaſe your eſtate, and 
govern and inipect the affairs of the houſhold ; or 
however ſhe is bone , your bene, and flaſb e, 


| your fleſh, and hath forſaken her parents ant 
 triends, to caſt herſelf upon your love and care: 


you are bound, therefore, by all ſacred and hu- 


man ties, to 3 her comfort as far as lies 1.1 


your, power. — Tour children are parts of yourſelt, 


whom you brought into the world in an helple(s 


and dependent ttate ; it is unnatural and en 


not to ſupport and provide for them: yet ſuch is 


the idlenets and negligence, ſuch the prodigality 
and voluptouinets of many Tradeſmen. that - 


70 


ho a 


to R diſtteſſed families. The goods are ap- 


praiſed, but they are ferv or unjaleable ; the books 


are n but To cem fart is to be found from 
them; the poor wife is forced to live upon her 


friends, or pine away in want; and the children 


to wander deſolate and forſaken : O wretched in- 


juſtice! Can the poſterity of ſuch men riſe up and 
call then bleſſed, 1 make them heirs to nothing 
iſtreſs? Or will it excuſe them 


but poverty mw 
that they have been ju to cthers, who are thus 


| Crvel to their own fleſh * No. Limit yourſelies 


i the expences of dreis, diet, and furniture ; allow _ 


yourſelves in no unreaſonable or coſtly pleatures ; $ 


be diligent in your callings, and prudent in your 
concerns; that you may leave your families above 


the charity of their friends, and enable them to 


| live when your period of life ceaſes; that vour 


exit may not be like the brutes who have no con- 
5 cern for the oftspring they leave behind them. A_ 


© good man leaveth an inheritarice to his childrens 


„ children, Wealth and riches are in his houte, 
and his righteouſneſs endureth for ever (LM 


10th, This Juſtice in the Tradeſman, obligeth 


ha. ts Heir mercy to the poor; for righteouineſs 


containeth charity (s). Men are but ſtewards of 


what they poſſeſs to the great Gop, who 1s the 


original proprietor of all things: As much as is 


needful tor their own ule, he "allows them to ap- 
propriate to themſelves, and has appointed the poor 


are not therefore to withhold good from them 
© to whom it is due, when tis in the power of 

c our hands to do it (t).“ 'We ſhould improve 
„„ | the 


and neceſſitous to be the receivers of the 7%; we 


(>) Prov. X11. 22. and Pfal. cx11, z. 00 Pal. cxii, 9. 


4 Cor. ix. 9. | 00 Prov. ni. 27. 
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the talent of wealth as 200! ſervants of our great 
Maiter ; and ſo regulate our expences, and em- 
ploy our fkill and care, that we may be #fliltant to. 
others; working with our hand, or labuuting with 
the thing that is good, hat we may 
Ihe pood- 
neſs of GOL is his glory; nor is there 2 more ami- ; 
able oiffofition in his creatures, or any thirg that 


yields greater delight to an humane and pious. 
heart, or is more likely to meet with a generous. 
reward from a good Gon, than a ſincere diipolt- 
tion to imitate him herein. 


Let the Tradeſman 
therefore in a courſe of diligence and prudence, 


truſt Gep with futurity, and large his heart, and 
extend his compaſſiuns to the proper objects of them. 


And here a large field is before you; either 


there are ſome poor F relations of your own, or Go 


hath ſome poor children of his, whoſe neceflities 

call for relief. —Or ſome p:.or faithful minijters of 
Chriſt, who inftead of living to ſtudy and do good, 
are obliged to ſtudy to live and get bread. Or 


ſome poor ingenious ſcholars, who if ſupported for 
a time might become inſtruments of public good. 
Or tome ignorant and uncultivated perſons and 
places where lectures of reli igion might be uſe- 
fully eſtabliſhed: 


inſteuction, beneficially difperſed ;—or ſome fober 


Or Bibles and other books of 


youths, whoſe parents are unable to place them to 
traces : And others that bave ſkill and parts, but 


no ſtock to begin with. Or ſome poor Tradeſmen, 


and houſe-keepers, that often want work ard 
therefore want brea4 : or whole families are 


large and their ee many; whoſe modeſty 


nuts chem for aſking ; and therefore languiſh 


2nd 
5 Eph. Iv. 28, | 
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and pine in dulteſs.— Or (ame virtuous Maiden 


v hom a tile money w ul ſettte in emp.ovments 
or matriuge, but bel E its and neglected, 
abe expyicd to many mpt ions, belies Achools 


for the yung, e f tor tne /ics or lame, and aſ- 
flit nce for the @ “ and belbleſs, All which are 
proper and nec ry ob). &s tor your charity, as 
far as your ab. Extend, 


Ard ihit you may be free and l. beral herein, 


lay by for this purpoie, un tome que proportion, 


as God has biiitcd you (w),” either weekly, 


month! y, or yearly, as the nature of your incomes. 
are: I his method will free you from the uncer- 


tanty that thoſe muſt be under who only occatt- 
onally ſtretch forth their hands as objects offer: 


zsnd havinz thus a ſtoyck devoted to ſacred and cha- 


2 


ritable uſes, you wiil be moch more free on all 
proper occeſiond to exerciſe your bounty and li- 
| berality : Always judging that well ordered cha- 


rity is the fare {tl and Ja- way to thrive; as what 


is expended this way is lent on the beſt ſecurity, 
and the largeſt intereſt (æ); nainely on the n 
fu'neſs and bounty of Go. 


I ith, Jujtice requires @ punctual regard to at, 


lawful contracts. But as this is a branch of that 
truth which is due from man to man, 1 hall take 
notice of it under that head, | 


12th, Laſtly, Fu/tice demands a ſpeedy reſlitu- 


tien of whatever may have been unlatufully gained, 
or acquired. This is a duty fo evident, that one 
would think litele need be ſaid to prove it ncceſ- 


ſary. I. Religian requires it; conſcience can never 


de pacified, nor guilt removed, while the gains of 
injuuice are in our bands 3 nor that repentance be 


 fincere 


— 


(w) 1 Cor. xvi. 2. (*) Prov, xix, 37, ch. iii. 9 


2 


0 emptied; 


9 ; Bp 


fiacere, which is not attended with a rea! purpoſe 


and reſolution to reitore what has been inigtiteuſly 
otten : For repentance is the undoing, as tar as we 


are able, What has been done amil-; if it was 


cüiminal for you to wyjure your n-i2hbour at fiſt, 


the crime fill remains, while you continue volun— 
tarily to detain from him what is his due: And 


thereſore Gop commended, on when any 
t treſpaſted againit the Lord,” 
another (and obterve by the way, St though men 
are the immediate objects, yet (op elteems in- 
jaſtice to them as done zgainſt Himſelt, becauſe 


e. by d frauding. 


it is the violation of His law, and the Contempt. of. 


_ His authority) * then ſhall the y contels their ſin, | 


& and recompence the ticip.is with the princi- | 
e pal and ad the fifth part thereto, and give it to 
„ bim againtt whom he hath treipalled,” as a la- 


tisfaction for the inconveniencics that the injured 


party might have fuftered (): The moral equity 


of which law binds the coniciences of ali men to 
the end of time.—When Nehemiah had engaged 
the Jews, who had been guilty of opprekiion, to 
- a promiſe of reſtoring what they were uarighte- 
oufly poſſeſſed of, he adds this divine commina- 
tion: + Goo. Made out every man f om his 
& houſe and from his labour, that performeth 


not his promiſe; even thus ſhall he be ſhaken and | 
and all the people ſaid Amen (z).“ 
And Zaccheus immediately fell under the conviction 


of this duty; when our bleſſed Saviour invited 
Himſelf to his houſe, he knew no better proof 


that he could give him of the ſenſe he had of his 


| paſt errors and the ſincerity of his prefent affecti- 


en, than engaging himſelf,“ where he had in- 
„ jured 


7 's/ Nauab. V. 67 7 Cz) Nehem. 113. 
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& injured any man, whether good or bad, 


| cc rich or poor, king Or ſubject, preſently to re- 
1 ſtore fourfold (a). This thews, that the na- 


tural conſciences of men own re/i1;ution as a 


duty; and if ever ſalvation come to your houſe, | 


an the influence of religion upon your hearts, you 


will go and do lixewiſe. 


2. Intere/t requiies it. Whi'e God is the righ- 


teous Governor of the world, the gains of 127. 
tice can never be bleſſings to the poſſeſſors of them. 
hey are often blown away by the blaſt of God, 


like chaff before the wind; but if they remain, the 
divine cr/e remains with them; and like the le- 
prey, ipreads infection to all that you poilets, 


| New who would lofe the comfort of all the honeſt 


g in they have for the fake of retaining a little 


that may be unjuſtly acquired ? Take tnerefore 
thy ill gotten goods in thy hand, as the philoſo- 
pher did his eftate when he threw it into the fea, | 
and ief9lve that it is better that theſe things be de- 


ſtroyed by me, than I for them; and eſteem it 


a thouſand times preferable to live poor and juſt, 
and die blefled; than to live and die with a | 
curſe.—If you are zncapabie of making reſtitution, 
though the will may be accepted inſtead of the | 


deed, yet ſurely you ought to mcurn with peculiar- 
bitterneſs that you have done injuries to others, 
which you are not able to repair. You ſhould re- 


flect on the hand of Gop, and acknowledge his 


juſtice, in rendering your unrighteouſneſs fo un- 
profitable to vou; and remember that the obli- 


_ gation till lies upen you to make reſtitution when, 
and in what degree ſoever you are capable—lf_ 


the ſear of ſhime and loſs of reputation, deter you 
from this inſtance of juſtice, chooſe ſome faithful | 
„ „„ 


(a Luke xix. S. 


A 


friend to tore hs owner his right, and then your 


name need not be known, or your character ſulli- 
ed; and let it be oberved, that to ſin, is ſhame, 


and that is pajt, it is only righteouſneſs and equity, 
which is to be practiced vow ; what ſhamecan it be 
to do that which is g-24, and undo that which is 
evil? Butif your ſoulith lhame or baſe covetouſneſs 
prevent your execution ol juſtice ; remember that it 


will not be long before your inquitieswill becharged | 
upon you in the preſence of (30D, of angels and 


men; and what unſpeakable ſhame and confuſtcn 
will then cover your face, when it ſhall be found | 


that after all the remonſttances cf teaſon and con- 


ſcience, you have [ued and died in theſe fins, — If 


it be objected, that the perſons ate dead whom you 


| haze injured, and you know of none to make 


re ſtitut.on to; I aniwer, the ers or exccuters af 


the deceaſed have the proper claim to it; and if 


after diligent enquir) v they are not to be found, the . 


divine records have preſcribed Who ate to de the 
receivers. 


« If the injured man have no kinſman, 
0 bar, to recompenſe the treſpaſs unto, let 


the treſpaſs be recompenſed unto the Lord ().“ 

SGop's church and poor are His receivers of all 

_ eſtates forfeited to His honour and government. 
As giving to the poor is lending unto the Lord, 


where it is an act of benevolence ; ſo it is paying 


unto the Lord what He claims as an act of juſtice 
from us. 


To conclude: 1. Reflet on your pa condu? 
as to this great duty of juſtice. Perhaps your in- 


Juſtice has been fo ſecretly managed, that your re- 


D 
putation is not injured by it; but what ſays conſci- 


ence? Does not that remeruber the unconſcionable 
* the faulty wares * off by deceit 


and 


Ul Numb. v. 5 
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may be had. 


rules of jaſlice for the time to come; and reckon | 
nothing really gained, but what you gain honeſt- 


doubtful caſes ; do that which appears to be the 
moſt honourable, juſt and charitable; and run not 


duty it is uſually belt to do the nic/t, but in mat-“ 
. ters of advantage to take the leaſt : For we are na- 
turally too much biaſſed by ſeltifhneſs, Shew 
favour to the poor, ingenuity to the unſkilful,| 
and moderation and equity to all: And lee} 


that though you may not be very rich, yet you| 

will be always very Guſt - This is the way toa 
quiet CC nſcie nce, and a firm eſtats; you may then 
enjoy wien pleaſute, and leave with comfort to 

| your polterity, whatever acquihitions A diligent] 


— 


and Falſpbaad; the unjuſt weights and meaſures uſd 
in trade; or the oppreſſion or unmercifulneſs with 
which it hath been conducted, Let conſcience ſur- 


vey the foregoing particulars, and fee wherein you | 


have been guilty; ; and give it leave to ſpeak, while! 
it acts the part of a friendly monitor, for {peak it 

_ will, and the more terrible, the longer itis filenced, 
Shut not your eyes againſt the light, nor frame any | 


excuſes for yourſelf now, that will not ſtand the teſt | 


bol the great judgment-day : Break off your fins. 
* by rightcouſneſs, and your iniquittes by ſhewing \_ 
85 3 mercy (c + iy And ſeek the divine forgiveneſs 


by a ſincere repentance before GoD, and an humble 
© find in Chritt Jeſus the Lord, while forgivenel 


2. Let all your actions be req ated by the 3 


ly. Iz adviſed ever to tat? the fafer path in] 


always to the utmoſt extent of lawfulneſs,for he that 
always walks as near to the river's brink as he can, 
is in extreme danger of falling in. In matters of 


it be your fixed purpoſe, by the grace of Gop, 


U. and, 
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nand and a good Gop has afforded you. — To 
which end, 1. Let the fear of GOD rule in your. 
hearts, Fear of ſhame may reſtrain men from 
many inſtances of injuſtice, but nothing leſs than 
the religious fear of Gobp, will make them uni- 
verfally juit and honeſt.— 2. Conquer your undue 
love ta the tber. A covetous and ſelſiſn temper is 
the grand ſpring of all ipjuſtice and oppreſion: 


of God, injure then neighbours, and hazard their 
reputation for a little gain, if their love to it was 
not exceſſive and criminal. — ee contentmentin 
your preſint Bate, and truft in GOD for futurity. 
His providence over- rules and directs ell the condi- 
tions of His creatures; He #15Wws what things we 
have reed e, and what would be artful to us, and 
will be ture to ſecure the bett good to thoſe wha 
place their confidence in Him: But men would fain 
be independent beings ; and thoſe whoſe diſobedi- 
ence and neglect of Gob, has produced a conſci- 


_ ovinels in themſelves that they have no juſt title to 


his favour, are unwilling to lie at his mercy, and 
deſirous by any means. to procure thoſe bleſſings to 


themſelves, which they had no claim to aſk at his 


hands : but though juſtice and equity may in 
ſome inſtances obitrutt the chriſtian's gain, yet 
let him not doubt but Gop will abundantly make 


it up in temporal or ſpiritual bleſſings, or both: 
1d let 


He is too great and too good, to permit his ſer- 


vants to be loſers by any thing they deny them- 


ſelves, in obedience to His will —4. Love your 
nighbrur a: yourſelf, and place yourſelf in his 
ſtead in all your dealings with him; it is certain 
jou will then Co nothing that is unjuſt or diſho- 
nourable by him.—5. Laſtiy, as this and e rI 
ver virtue and grace muſt be derived, from Chriſt 


Jeſus, 


. t 


—— —— A A 8 — 
; _ 


But let no man be fo vain as to thirk, that the“ 
_ chriſtian fa and profeſſion will profit him that] 
contradiéfs the precepts of it: Or that the righteouſe| 

10% of Chrilt wes ever dt ſigned to oF or ſave T 

the aric/tcous dealer, | 3 

3 Pronicte this juftice in i as far as yeu | 
are able. Recominend and inſti] principles of juſ- 


ad ſuffer them not to offer the leuſt wrong to any: 
be, ard pr. eis yourſelf to be, an irreconci'eabl: 
Enemy IE al rjurious and deccitful diging.— Stand] 
_ hot by etichtiy, while tubers are infuced and im- 
poſed upon ; 14 Vevit, be not partakers with them. 
= BY many uitances, he that hincers nit an injur; 
when he might, makes it His cin. Improve the 
| Intereft and influence you have in your ſeveral ſo 
 erettes, to reform what is amiſs in this reſpect. —| 


putation among men: to Yoo! in peace, and die in 
comfort (through tlie grace of the Redeemer ) and 


„Gen. xliü. 12 


1 O Juſtice. 


Jeſus, the fountain of al wiflom and grace; fol 


jet the practice of it be recommented to God, by 2 


true and living faith in Him as the great Mediator, 


Then, whatever your ſucceſs is here below, you 
will not fail of an abundant ieward above, in the 


preſence and favour of the juſt and righteous Gon. 


tice and integrity into your children and ſervants; 


This is the way to honour the g:;\pel, and ſtop the 
calumnies of its enemies, to eitabliſh a good re- 


leave a bleſſing behind you. Amen. 
.. 6s Their father Iſrael ſaid -— Take double money 


& in your hand: And the money that Was brought 
again in the mouth of your ſacks, carry it again 
* in your hand; FOTO | it Was an overſight, 
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Paſſages of Scripture. 93 
te Thou ſhalt not fteal.—Theu ſhalt not cover 


thy net hbour's koufe,—vr any thing that is thy 
neighbour's, Eau. xx. 15, 17. 


I hou ſhalt nat efraud thy neighbour, net- 
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ther rob him ; T he wages of him that is tired 
(hall azet abide w:th thee all night until the mornu- 
ing. — Te ſha do u urrighteenſneſs in judyment, 


in mere yard, in weight, or in meaſure, Lev. 


xix. 13—J5. 
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unrighterufts, are an abomination unto the Lord 55 
thy (30D, Sc. Deut. xxv. 13—10. 


« He hath / lin, hun tiches, he ſhall vo- 


mit them up again: Gop ſhall caſt them out af 


his belly. —Þ-cauic he hath ph and forſaren 


the poor. —Surely he ſhall nut feel qui-tnels in — 


his belly, he (hall not fave of that which he 
hath deſired.—In the fulneſs of his ſufficiency. 
he ſha!l be in ftraits.—A fire not blown ſhall. 


conſume him; it ſhail go ill with him that is 


left in his tabernaci2.—The heavens ſhall re- 


* veal his iniquity, &c. 7% xx. 15—27. 


« Treaſures of wickeare/s profit nothing. let. 
ſings are upon the. head of the ju/f, Prov. x. 


23. 


A man ſhall not he eft alice d by TW 0 
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But the houſe of the rightecus ſhall ſtand, Prov. 
xii. 2, 7. 


© Better is a little with righteouſneſs, ho great 
«K 


revenues without right, Prov. xvi. 8. 
« The jaſt man walketh in his integrity: His 
children ate bleſſed atter him. — Bread of deceit 
is ſweet to a man, but after wards his mouth ſhall 


, filled with gravel.— An inheritance may be 


e gotten haſtily at the beginning : But the end 
thereof ſhall not be bleſled, Prov. xx. 7, 171. 
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« It is joy to the Juſt to do judgment, Prov. 
xX1i: 15. 

le chat by /ry and unjuſt gaix increaſeth his 
ſubſtance, he ſhell gather it ior him that will 
pity the poor. — A taithful man fall abound 


with blethng:s: But he that matcth vaſte to be | 
rich, ſhall not be unpuniſhed, Prov. XXViti. 8, 20. 


As the partridge fitteth on eggs, ad hatch - 


ct them not: do he that getterh riches, and 


net Ly right, ſhall leave them in the midit of his 
| avs. ind at his end all be a fool, Ferem, 


wet. 


0 uuto him that buildeth. hls V's by PT 
ri. tec ue, „ and his chambers by wrong; that | 


utetn his newwnbour's tet vice withiut Wages, and 


* giveth hin not for his work, Jer. xxu. 13. 
* Thou haſt taken ujury and increaſe, and thou | 


haſt gieevily gaincd of thy neighoours by extor- 


tion, and haut forgotten me faith the Lord. 


Behold 1 have fraitten mine hand at thy diſbo- 


neſt gain Which thou haſt made. Can thine 
heart "endure; or thy hands be ſtrong in the | 


days that I] ſhall deal with thee ? ] the Lord 


have ſpoken it, and wil do it, Exe“. XXil, | 


12—14. 


Thou haſt defiled thy fanQuaries by the hands 


titude of thine 1n:quities, by t the iniquity of thy | 


ie; therefore will I bring forth a fire which 
{nail devour thee, in the light of all them that 
behold thee, Ezes. xxviil. "18. 


The wrath of God is revealed from 8 


againſt all ungodlinels, and znr:ghteonſneſs of 
men.—God gave them over to a rcprobate 


mind — Being filled with all unrightecuſneſs, 
coveteuſrieys, deceit, covenant- breakers „Oe. Rom. 


1. 13, 29— LL. | >, | 
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ce That no man g9 1 (or cver-reach ) and 


* defraud hiz brother in any matter : becauie 12 
„ [ord is the avenger of all ſuch, 1 he iv. 6 
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Promiſes. — In not concealing thut truth 
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CHAP. VI. 


of Truth, 


ta the praciice of it. — Excuſes for lying 


conjidered, — & III. M herein truth, as it re- 
ales to trade, is to be exerciſed. In the 

2 
lo 


which juſtice or charity oblizes us to di- 


dige. — In ferbearing all unjuſt commen- 
dations of goods. In fhunning uvjuſt dil- 


paragements of perſons and things.— And all 


tquivocations and diſguiſes in cur dealings. 
Ii reſtraming a mul:iplicity of words. — 
Inu the cantious taking, and carey ul kei ping of 


ceths, —\ IV. Diſſuaſ ves from tying, — 


Means to promzte a diſpojulicn to (truth, 


and the pratlice of it, — Sal zable veripe 


tures. 


Fl. A $ to the nature of Truth, we may ob- 


ſerve that it either is the agreement 


of c117 expreſſions to the nature of * or to 
our bee wh, e, or af preneniions of them. Our 


| exprel- 5 
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exprefions may agree with our conceptions of 
things, but not with their nature; in which caſe 


indeed a ſoft term, and implies but Httle blame; 


Yet even this is culpable, when the means of 
knowledge are afforded us: For that law that 
requires us to de our duty, requires a Care to in- 
form ourſelves about it in order thereto, On the 


other hand, if our expreſſions do not agree with 


our conceptions, it is hing; though they may 
happen to agree with the nature of the thing. For 
here is a deſign to miſ-epreſent it: and as our | 
words are underſtood to expreſs more immediately | 
our own conceptions, here is in fact an intended 
falſe repreſentation. Whatever the thing is, we de- 


ſign another ſhould believe we think it to be what 


we really imagine it is not. This however is not 
the caſe when we only rehearſe a lie in an h:/tori- 
cal manner, and make it not our own. And I muſt 


we call the falſhood a make or error. This is 


obſerve here, that perſons may act as well as 


| ſpeak a lie: for words are but the mode of ex- 
preſſing our apprehenſions, which may as ſtrongly 
de ſignified by actions; for inſtance, ** the man 
„ that lives as if he had the eſtate he knows he | 
„has not; or was what indeed he knows he is 
nat, doth as truly lie, as if he was continually 
to expreſs it by words; if it be done with a 


« deſign to injure and deceive others *. 80 


that you may perceive that every miſlule is not a 


lie, nor every doubtful ſpeech, nor every parable or 


| fable, nor the rehearfmg of a lie, if we make it 


not our own : But a lie, is the voluntary falſifying 


tion to decerve. 


® See Religion of Nature delineated, 


F . 


of the truth, and is uſually joined with an inten- | 


| 


du. 2% £2 · 
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(ca) Pſal. xv. 2. e 8 8 


Of Truth. ”— 
8 I. Let every Tradeiman endeavour to judge 
of things as they are; and [peak of them, when 


he is properly called thereto according to ſuch his 


judgment: Neither adding nor diminiſhing ; nei- | 
ther depreciating a commodity, nor putting falle 
colours upon it, but“ ſpeak the truth in his 
« heart (a):” And this from conſcience to Gon, 
and a love to virtue. To this he is bound by the 


rules of reaſon and religion, of honour and intereſt. 


1. As every man requires to be truly dealt with 


himſelf, and hates to be deceived, or impoſed upon 
by falſhood; ren evinces the fitneſs and obliga- 


tion of treating others in the fame manner : For 


with what face can we deſire that all men ſnould 


act by the rules of fincerity and truth to us, while 


ve make falſhood and fraud the meaſure of our 
conduct to them ? If truth is eligible from others 
t yen, why ſhould it not be equally ſo from you to 
| them ? It is maniteſt that all civil ſociety muit be 
diſſolved without it; that falſnood breaks the bonds, 
and deſtroys the confidence that is neceſſary there- 


unto; for how can men converſe or trade toze- 


ther, if they are not to be believed? And how can 


they expect to be believed, unleſs they canſtantly 


| /erk the truth? He that will lie for one thing, 


at one time, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed capable 
of duing it at any time, or in any caſe. It may 
further be obſerved, that truth and juſtice have 


| ſuch a relation to each other, that he cannot be 
juſt in his dealings, that is ue in his words. 


durely every one's indignation ſhould be awaken- 


cd againit a vice which thus deſtroys the common 
good of mankind.—It is evident that ſpeech was 


given us, that we might ſignify or expreſs our 


| minds to each other ; but lying and ftalſhood, 


directly 
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directly contradiqd AR this end ; io that a duni man 
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is beter than 2 {urs 


2. Neige cette ir ly Jays us under the ſtrongeſt. 
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be; it is the very c chatecter of all tha fie ccrcly 
piofels it's flat they ale iy: 1, ard ue 17 Ut, 5 (0), 


and lo contra ry is the indulgence of er Iod and 
| Gece to the fhirit of Our nuly religion, tlrat it 


utterly ce tt C practc 8 of It, frein any hure 


in the lieus o. the Zelpel, or hnp's of dal. ation 


e Hel there 


Ich ane evident Contradiction 


between a Fa. Je 5 And a Fr, e chrittian, that it 


is a Wender how 88 can ak 2 pietenſions to the 
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when he is detected: Tisthir x bat ſo: did hapes 


. 
* * * a 4 2 5 — . 9 1 3 7 . 
the uus interpreter 31-36 m1tl thus goes vas 
figur 


* Pfal. xv, 224. lo. 1 5. Proy xi 9, 


1 Ye oF Ker. RS, 3 27. C "1 op: XXII 13: 


a n and religion, but 3 
4 mY mter cl round engage men to be exicily true 


and opt Feng in their words. There is a real no- 


aoſt diftant imput tion of fo inferaars 5 
character is hi: zhly reientee by every man of ho1- 
our: He: who knows bunelt to be gu 15 „ etels a 
ſting in his conſcience, when none vic can ac- 
Cui hint; and name ond confuſton 5 fils his face, 


5 N 


credit: 


15 5 125 treaſun 2gainſt the king would 


or obligations to obedience. 
| {vec 110. 


infinite power and Juitice 


Of Trath. 09 


mur plead ſor it; and certainly it is not leſs for a 


man's interet to be true to his word, It is the 
moſt eir-etial way to maintain and ſupport his 
Such a perſon ſhall be belicved im deubt— 
ful things, when a ſolemn oath is not ſulſicient to 
g in him credit, who allows himſelf in lying an! 
deceit, When men of talſhood and deceit have 
atrichted thoſe that know them from dealing with 


them, they will ſind that juſtice and truth are 


greater recommendations, than the fairett lign | 
they can hang out, | 


Three excuſes are ut dual made for this baſe fin 


of Hing. 


Some plead the examples of others : : They ſee it 
daily practiſed and find ſome intlances or good 


men faili; 1g in this wa; and therefore think the 
may ſafely venture upon it, — It mutt indeed be 


allowed, though a fad truth, that multitudes, = 
wo even call tnemſelves by the honourable name 
of chriſtiaus, are guiity herein; but by tne ſame 


become allow. 
ol2 if the number of rebeis was great; and th: 


more contempt is caſt upon Gob and his govern- 


ment, ſo much the greater ſanct on men wou! 
have for rebeliion againſt him; and every ada 
tion to the number of iniquities, woull leſten 
Who is there that 
the fallacy of ſuch a plea? Can you 
think that the nuriber of gully worms of the earth, 
vi be any icreen from the 26 ntments of God's 
? Or chatte will for- 
bear to a e the 3 of his laws, becauſe | 
trunſgreſtors are multiplied 3 when this is the very. 


_ reaſon that makes vnrzince neceiliry to be in- 
Midcd ? Try whether it will reconcile vou to the 
augen, and nuümtter con ſolation am dit che flames 


100 | Of Trath. 


of hell, that ate of the * wicked, and the 
© nations of thoſe that forget Geb (4), [hall be 
« turned into it,” before you plead numbers as a 


_ preſcription for iniquity. — As to the failings of 
good men this way, they ſhould be ſubjects of 
caution to us, 7.2d not of imitation 3 they fhew us 
the frailty of human nature, and the neceſſity of 


conſtant watchfulneſs over ourſelves : And let it be 


obſerved, that in th-. ſeveral ſcripture examples of 
| falſhood, it was uſually produced by fear, and 
never contrived for gain, as in the caſes of Abra- 
| bum, David, Feter, &c. And yet no doubt, even 
for theſe their ſouls were deeply humbled. But 
what are theſe anuſual caſes to you, who make a 
common pradti.e of this vice? Do you think the 
omniſcient Gup knows not how to diſcern the diſ- 


allowed, unrepeated weakneſs of an upright heart, 


from the perverſe and wilful diſobedience of a vi- 
cloud mind, When you are thus encouraging your- 
ſelves herein by ſcripture examples, omit not the 


caſes of Ananias and Saphira, who both ended 
their lives v. ith a He, Acts v. | 
Another excce is, the ſmallneſs of the 5 


; Lying, ſay they, is not ſwearing, nor killing or 
| ſealing : There can be no great harm in ic, for 
we do no great hurt by it. To wanich it may be 
| replied, That the fin cannot be little, which ren- 
ders men moſt unlike to the Gov of truth, and moſt 
like the devil, the /ther of {irs hat affronts the 
authority of heaven, and diſturbs the peace of ſocie- 
ty, and which the good (30D fees fit to puniſh with 
Much bitter deſtruction : But if % g were indeed 


ſs /ma'l a crime as men would pcrſuade them- 


ſel ves it is, how many little rents can you content= | 
edly dear in your Satments! F Oi huw many little | 


motes 
(a) Pal. i ix. 17. 
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motes in your cye? Or little inciſions in your 
floh; And 's every little injury wortay your watch - 
fulneſs and care; but thote w'nch concern the 
E.ogour of Gop, and the rectitude and happineſs 
or y ur ow: touls? the only things that merit any 
g'eat concern. — But the /. illneſs of the fin you 
p ead as an excute, is really an aggravation of re- 
poated crimes; if you think it too much to pat 
with litttie {ins in obedience to the bleſſed Con, 
how can it be ſuppoted you are willing to part 
with greater? Surely, he that will not deny a luſt. 
to plcofe his (30D and Saviour, will never lay 
Gown his lite, or part witn his potleſio; Is for him, 
when that becomes his duty. The havitual in- 
dulzence of little fins, are more ap ravated than 
the commiſſion of greater, through the hurries and 
ſurprize of temptation 3 becauſe they evidence leſs 
| love to Gop, and leſs concern to pleaſe - © ny 
Others would excu/e themſelves, by ſaying, 
_ nece//ity compels them to it, there is 0 tra ing with 
out lying, cuſtomers are ſo humr/3me, that they 
make deceit and faliſhood neceſfary. — A fad cate 
indeed if true! Tnac the Jawtul callings of lic, 
can'iot be extrcited with truth, and a god cons 
ſcience; and that the lighteous Governor of the 
univerſe has placed men in uch fitustiams of life, 
as make affioats to his Majeſty, and violations of 
their own conſciences, necetiary to their ſubſiſt- 
ence! We may then with great propriety write 
upon every tradeiinan's door, as in times of peſti- 
lence; Tye Lord have mercy upon them z and con- 
fine honour and integrity, religion and ſalvation, 
to thenobt.ity and gentry.— But who can look on 
ſuch a repreſentation of things, without diſcerning 
the ſallaq of it, and being confounded at the baſs 
Sion, chat are theſ eby caſt on the Gon of 
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everto mae luck a ples moe, until thou neſt a 
better funda ion . it. — Bet IN excuſe apprats 
Hiinoe van fion: the Rrict regard that is paid 

t) truth and veracity by perſons | in your 617 cal- 
3-15, or at leaſt in call.ngs equally expoſed to ten p- 

t. tiene of this kind; 'of which hundreds may be 
ound, u bo yet gain ſufſicieatly by them. — ! ts . 
L-cn tne larger upon this, becauſe the ſame antwer 

\ ra. ſer ve to conſute moſt of thuſe vain pleas 
uv ich men wake to filence the conviction of their 
| r nings £ and CNCOUrage themſeives in vice and 
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5 il. * e proceed 6 to conſider * rut, 
els 25 ech. It is not to be trained fo far is to 
oblige the Tradeſman always ti declare % 791 ale 
of what he knows: Neither the price that his 

— g6ds t him; nor where or how he is fu niſhied 
With them; nor where bis cuſtomers may be 

ſerved cheater : or any of the u, ſecrets of his 
bufin: ls, which mi. zht tend to his prejudice? For 
though we may not ie upon the watch to deccive 
and oyer-reach others, We may ffand 1 Our 


guard, and not 3 Or injure curicl;es, But 


7. 


| make them good. 1 
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Tit, Eni rnb -bl;nes to the performance of 
all lawfu! cc, end promies. Prudence will 
rect 1 CY 55 chbtious what promiſes you make, 


and what enpigemems you enter into, that they 


are oy 3: 10 cantenient, az well as lawful 

and poßih lt: But when your word is paſt, though 
they may be erfecritt ar d prejudicial to perform; Bp 

and none may be winzlfes to your promiſes 2 and 
sd vet God. and confcience require you to 
inlets the party concerned Is. 
witli to ietcaſe von: For thete are the bonds of 
human 0. tr: which being diſfolved, men can 


- Meirener en ely treit Gr trade wich each other, 


Let iind trous man, thou: rh. he ſwearsth to 13 


en ku t, charge th not (.).“ Who, indeed, 


can proceed with comfort or ſafety in buſineſe, 
that depend upon fit men, who neither regard 
v nat they ſoy, nor what they promiſe? And it | 


muit be 2died here, that a promiſe or contract 


made by a ſer ba t whom you are uſed to rut, is 
eguny bit ding us if made by yourſelf; fer if row 


wouid attire £19 nis contract if it wes . 2a 
at bot to recede from it, thous): 


he prejuiri Fant 'ocd if Fong are impaic -< 3 | 
Ja ine / fone of tar thing agresd or, as copper 
b.ge fdr gu 3 Or ans like, the contract is void in 


Ake 8270 the! 28 11 CNN: Ent, Which! 13 neccls- 
ſary-imn a batgain; 5 3 vendor fold one thing, enl 


the buye T. P. ict, 440 rag rese d i, 100 anocher, 


Inis 7 % likewiſe requires workmen and 


others, to perform their engagements in the ln. 


avd manner hey have promted; whica is at 


too Many pa) ty little 1evard unto. The common 


excuſe is, w.ucthlig came in to hinder, other 


„ work 


(e) 1 elm XV. 
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wok in more haſte, or of more profit, Or the 
lite: 5 umwer, your promilcs heb ſhould be cen- 
lein, ard Lech 4s ihe employer will admit of, 
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ron him to profit Jouffelves, 
— 14 i 14 alc other 
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in 4. Caſes of A „ · N {ty pri miſes. 

+ilty they deuten m tint and wee who 
are for a comn; Quit, bat the price failing, or 
tome other contingence h- pet ng, hever come 


for it, or retuſe to ha we it. — Ang others; WhRO 


promiſe to pay their bi. 'S Gr ueebts on ſuch a £ 275 


but when the timèe comes, there is no MGcuey, ner 
perhaps any meflage to alk longer time. Iheſe 


omiſſions, though only made through negligence, 
er ſuch like cauſes, are nevertheleſs very culpa- 


ble; as ſociety is W diſordered and con- 


CO violated. 1 
The bufineſs of ee B ap 1415 


in 20 commodity has been conſidered under the 
| head of juſtice : but if you have any other cauſe 


to know that the bargain will turn conſiderably 


to the diſadvantage of jour cuſtomer, and the 
for bearing of it will not be an equal prejudice to 
vou; the rozal law of love and equity, obliges 
You to vive him warning of it. —By the lame rule, 
you ou "ht not to pay coin that is defect i ve in good- 
nels or value, but plainly tell them your ſuſpicion 
of it; for otherwiſe you decerve them in deeds, 


if notin words: And you will find it an unſound 
concluſion at laſt, that you have a right to im- 


poſe upon others, becauſe others hae impoſed 


upon you. 


5 3d, 


; an im cates of unavoidable Hes. 
© Nity, apply ycurfelf to the pe ron, and endea- 
wvour to foilsly lum If you would proferve a good 
conk: ence, and. 7 fan, cn aructer: And be Cauil. us 


Or P! ice. 


O Truth: 105 
34. Truth is to be ſhewn by flearing ail unjuſt 
commendatiaus of your goods; either as to quality 


It you do this ignorantly it is culpable, 
becauſe you ought to be/itute about that which yu 


| are uncertain 1 But if you know ney do Gt p" 


ſerve commendation, or at leaſt, fs much as you 
beſtow upon them; it is a manifeſt breach of 
truth and juſtice. For inſtance, to pretend that a 
commodity is of ce kind or country, When it is of 


another. I bat it is fa, lileſs, when the faults ae 


only covered .— That it was made by ſuch an / 
teemed workman, and coſt ſuch a price; when it 


is neither one, nor the other. — That it is new, or 


the news/t faſbiened, when it is manifeſtly old. Or 


that you have red ſo much money for it, when 
you know it was never offered to you. Theſe and 
tuch like falſhoods, which Tradeſmen often indulge 


_ themſelves in, muſt certainly proceed from an 
| hardned heart, and a ſeared conſcience : It is in- 
credible that men who profeſs to believe an nn 
{cient GoD, and a future judgment of final - pon i 


bution, ſhould dare from day to day, to tell an 
hundred lies, to gain as many pence; and 3 


their fouls, to obtain that which they would not 
refuſe to expend the next moment upon their gd Hes. 


beſcech thee, friend, pretend no more to religion 
or conſcience; eſpecially, diſhonour not the chriſ- 
tian name by falſly aſſuming that to thyfelf, but 


own thyſelf to be what indeed thou art, an athei/t- 


or an infidel ; or elte retorm thy practice, and re- 
ſolve, by the help of Gop, that if fru will not 
maintain you, ae never ſhall : For, „ the get- 


DN. ting treatures by a! ing tongue, is a vanity tofl- 


„ ed to and iro 01 uy of them that leck death (/).“ 
FEES F 3 | ach, 


(f) Prov. xxi. 9. 


106 Of Truth. 
4th, This truth alſo forbids a! uni? (i purcge- 
ment of perſons and things. It is two common 
for the buyer to ſey, zt 15 naught, it 15 natght, 
ho V hen he gocth bis way revicerh, But the 
gein that is got by uch artifices, is far from bal- 
lancing the guilt that is contra-ied theteby; and 
their ton gues give the lie to their con ſeience⸗. 

| Forge rot th. ercfore- cauſclels exp ions; things 
th: t are manifeit y good or cheap, allow them fo 

to be; otherwite you viparage your own judg- 

ments or ſincetity. , More than the 2000s which you 
diſcommend. 1 hines that arc ev! :d-ntly faulty or 
dear, may be Fla ply, yet iwoteltly, comp! aired 
of. And th: ſe: that ate 3 Fg. {loula only be 
ſpoken Apis K of — Ard et the fame Cut on 
and tend. rneſe te extended to your felow T; Trac 8 
n; diſcommend not bis N or gods 
without cauſe, from any fe fuhr o, manctons views: 
Remember that your tenguss are mtu 1255 GWNg 


v. 


to enh unce Or deprefs wha. ren yl. % : t hat 
vob are a nechuntzet le ti, GD for yowe wird g). 
us your aCkiotts: And the le ns 1 tal netute 
| . U under the notice ef uma taige lei nuch he 
| FR more obnoxious the; ate tot. ite jikice of 
12 ES GoD. x „ 
5 oy th, > axctades 4 #0 TIO geatls 1s Art wife : 
g11/2s in dur x. Rise Wit G i Fed lien - 4 
12 Cech, 18 6 11 55 T3 CEE RPE te ud SES TR ; il 
I. it 77 = toe ound Met ink 
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« of words ().“ 
his words, there is more hope of a fon! than 


Of Truth. 107 
fign that he mould: Or you ſpeak out fo muchas 
may decewe others, and reitive fo much in your 
owl mind, as 4005 0 to the elit, would contradict 
what you ctr us truth: But as the thief 4% 
guiſcdd, is as hateful "_ dangerous, as he that is 
open; ſo ali ſuch /::hiftices wo aling, f is 45 Contrary 
to truth and torr ity, as platner faiſnoods, and 

Nuuid be as much deteſted. li is true, ve are not 
always obliged to tei a we know, and ſeme dit- 
gutes may de allowed, when an impertinent cuti- 
GY Or a acligning craft, would extorc flom us 
truths which we aic not bound to diſcover; but 
the up! 1ght Tiaccfn;ar, as he fhou!d be a wiſe 
man, 10 nie will u usually be a lain On ; and ſpeak | 
as he tEL s, and act as he 1p-2ks : Fac | it bas ton 
{.:ong t nctuie Gi knavery, when gur ſpeech, lite 
Ap lies Oracies, may be underitood in a fair, ora 
fetal {enic. Jeune ate pleaſed with ſuch deceitful 
Cealinie to temiciye , and none ſhould practiſe it 
with 0 he 8 | 
th, 1 his Ser y will re „ a mn multiolicity 5 
Words in our tretung Ir converſe, Theſe the lacted 
Icripture every of ere condemns; it Dnkures ids 
fellp 3 “ A tooi's voice is known by the multitude | 
* Seeſt thou à man belt, n 


„ W agg i as Lin; lu 


the motitucke of ro ds, there Wwaneth ziot 
N Ka An . 1 
11104 USL A 1 


* 8 in 4 e 2.4 4 [COT AS I0- 
poured cut about dle Tlalleſt tr. tf in 
con mogly atkith unreaſonably b ib, While the 


but er as commenty ors Unreaionoly cw; and 


Þ long controverſy theie is vuluce they come to: 


der; 


(5) Eecleſ. v. z. (i] Prov. Kix, 20. (%) Prov. 


IQ, h 5 — 


108 Of Truth. 
ther: The one affirming, he will give no more, 
and the other as poſitively ſayipg, he will take no 
leſs; and both receding from their words before 
they have done. J hough it is confeſſed, that 
every alteration of mind is not a /ze, and men may 
ee cauſe in buying and ſelling ſo to do; yet when 
| theſe poſitive declarations are made, without the 
deſign of adhering to them, which I believe is 
uſu: Jy the cate, 1 cannot ſee how the minds of 
men can acquit them from the charge of fai/hcod. 
Sute Lem, it coveroryneſs did not biaſs men on one 
fide, and injuſtice on the other, buſineſs might be 
diſpatched in two words, as well as two hundred, 
Let the Tradeſman therefore be perſuaded to 
content himſcif with a reafonable profit; in ſmall 
things to fix his price wt once, and in greater to 
con as near to the mark ns n. ay be; if he would 
tranſact his butnets with cafe and pleaſure, eſta- 
þ!1f1 a good Tepuration, and ente a good cop 
Sience: A little feſalntiom and pre cti ce, will 
make this methed eaſy; it has been proctifed by 
many with goed: fuccets; and I am aw tied, thet 
nmaene whoever ufd themſelves to this way, from 
ö a principle of integ 8010) and jaes had cver Caule 
10 deren N. 
th, Truth certainly obliges men to be cauticus 
in making, and cual in reps ne oaths Ks ce - 
nantes. Þe erjury. common as it is, is almett as 
| great a CI1i1ie as men are Ca, able ef com mitting: . 
. It i 19 a li fue Of tlie 860 of heaven, to whom 
the appeal is made; it pre cl..ims the verk n vho 
can be guilty © It, d-Fiture the our of GroD, r 
7. gd 14 MN g Ad id uttetl, „eſt:uCet'we to wi hus | 
ein r „For v Fut bands cn hold that mar that A 
acres caths will rot; There cannot potably be a * 
ſecurity 114 Civil ret or ee ner t, Were thite 


ale 


v. 3, 4. % Lrek xvü 


Of Truth. 109 
are broken through, and violated. It is no breach 
of charity to ſuppoſe that perſon capable ol all 
imaginary evil, who can allow himfef to be 
guilty of perjury and porfediouinys — And as it is 


. exceeding evil in its nature, it is no leis ſo n its. 
conſequences, bringing Jown the jusrmunts of 


Gor on nations (1), familie: (, and pertons in}. 


And being the fee of te];-toimenting deſperation 


to thoſe who commit is Even the he athens thought 


that man and his fe mily jj to veltrndtion, that 


was guilty of it. — And yet, how dos this nation 


groan under the weight of this evil? Wat num- 
berleſs fer juries are continually committed, tO the 


horror 4150 amezement of all conſt icrote minds ? 
Atifing no doubt, in fome Cegiee, from the num» 
ber of urnecliiry, impe luble oaths, which are 
forced upon men, on Various occations. An evil, 

which it were to be withed the le, 2tzatuie would 


. to, as none elle can provive a reEmedy for it, 


N . po 1 the whole, how abjir 4 and [551th 


a part do they act, wno exic themiclves to the | 


Jt uſt refentment of j eaven, violate their own ecn- 
ſciences, and profiitute their FEPULations, by de- 
cert and fe 7110554, tO gain that wichen net more 
effect allꝭ be (ccured by truth and integrity ? And 


which when it is 6 Waren by ſuch means, can al- 
ford no true latisſaction! To GD of ituth c 


never bellow / 73 40. feng upon it; that were to give 


a fandion to the rebellion of his creatures ; zen | 


himfelf, and to ſmile en what hi> I. ul 4 0e und 

„hat real chinfort or good can men ex boa! fron 
the ir acquititicns without this? Does wealth when 
PKC reuder men independent On Gp, and 


OY 
Taure 


3 KAI 1—3. jr xX1!1. 10. () Zech. 


"IG Of Truth, 


— ñ — — EE RD 


ralſe them abore the it: oces of his juft providence ? 
808 1:36 he lend ſiek nals and Joltes, blaſt their de- 
falls, and fiultrate all their E for wealth and 


happinels ; and e caute chem to labour in the 


* ve: v fire, alu! 1 chemſelves lor very vani— 
er t % £2 And utter they have pen 4 log” of 
{:irr EV 411 0 tn! pp! I; tn; (35 he: e 1 bar tn t! 12 into 


Ml. Or if ve 111 wid, 1ſt. dginent, pe ae Hs 
Hing to gne to be [+ eoidluls can the wealth 
8 tlierebhy be che _ in any other light, 


tau as a all 19.1947: to fink them the de e into 
3 


pereitien? Weite 1 den s witdom of fag icity . 
heile is there luve to chem. ver, in putluit 12 a 
= Cuurie att; nütd wil fuch cvil conſequences ? — 
1. you Va:ve theret re your extermad credit; if you 
value your 174!2raz e mafort, er your eternal hap- 
Pivels 3 han n from you img tips, Let truth and 


72 1e Try; 888 n VOUr mops; let them rule in Your 


hearts 5 and ge your couttant attendants in every 
| butinets ard company. Recommend them to your 
Chlidren, and charge thera upon your ſervants; 
tor if you permit them to die for your advantage, 
they will noc (cruple to do it to your p- -ejudice. 
And wher.ver you have been defective in re gard 


to trunb, thew the fincerity of your concein for it 
by ſincere repentance and univerſal reformation. . 
T o Which wa. i 

I. Su: une covetrnſnr 5. He that loveth money 


3 than Gop ad conſcience, will for money 
diſpleaſe (30D aud conicience, by this or any 


other fin. Covetoulnels is the root of falſhood, 


and many Other vices.—2, Learn to tr aft Got 


and his providence in the way of duty. This will 
jet you above every mean and unworthy artifice 


| Jor ne that belcves and conſiders that he de pends 


upon 


6) 15 f. 3. 


Of Truth, . 


upon Gop for all things, will e: fly perc.ive that 


tne 17 ack, CE of virtue, alu! 4 6 ( * .t Vice, 18 wok I. e 413 
tO be biet d by 57 — Pre rve vu. war 


m 0 a Cc! tiny) CFP? 1 LIN. of the 2 eilig 


8 and ehief gig. Mien e OE 13 


- 


reac 0 commit tins of any k nd, if teig ccnlci⸗ 


ences were not ſtä: 114 and lnten übte eftne cebit 


ature Ot th m — a. . er h- freer. O 64 6200 bg 


2 Curb to Vous Wencver vou are kene a to his 
ſin. Surt hz none cn dare tO t(. 1 ail be ate ul 
truth, who tericnſy confiders hit fin Ee cons 
tinual pref nce af the Gon uf.t "I : lan een 
thoſe lift up their actes With (ate rt to Him in 
plever at right, vnd hive os alt ched His 
Truth ard O: niſeience in the dy. — 5. Fp ally 


* * 
4 — 


| ſ. ck to Gp for tis 1 = 7 ad fant", ug 
N grace, and labour to à cuin a un b. % trams of min. = | 


It is a n attempt to putty the fir. ams of vices 


whie th fountain of it Ga a COrupt nature, 
 FEMAPE in 21 its vi ur: ut hen thaci: Coanicd 


b; the p „cigus bade 0 Jus Chriſt, aud Itch fied 
by the Spirit of Con; then only wil the ifiucs 


from *F te mrs and aceuptalne. A re. ewed 


„ cbneience is the great prefirvaive 4 trom all 


-$6. evil. 


7 A 
Bn us ] have. et t von, the nature 4 ©. 
f 1 * REF | 
ce ſſ. y of. venerabie %, and enfceavoured-to 
excie you tc tie pricuceof it; wiztimpretion. 
it P: ty | 
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„ "Theſe fix things doth the Lord hae; ;vea | 
40 | 


* lock, a hing tongue, Cc. Prov. vi. 16, 17. 
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12 Paſſages of Scripture. 


« Ye ſhall not ſteal, neither deal fa//ly, neither 
lie ove to another, Low ix. 11. 

% Lord, who fhall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill? — He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteouſneſs, 
and ſeaketh the tra in his heart. — Thac 
fawveareth to his own hurt, and changeth not, 
V. XV. 14. 


« What man is he that de 1 life, oa loveth 


many Gays, that he may ſee good. —Keep thy 
t: ygue from. il, and thy __ rom” "rang 


gnite, Pal. xxxiv. 12, 13. 


„ Thou giveit thy mouth to evil, nd thy 
tongue frameth deceit. — Thou thoughteſt that 
I was altogether ſuch an one as thyſelf : But I 


will reprove thee, and ſet them in order before 5 
thine eyes, Sc. Pſul. l. 19— 22. 
„le that worketh deceit ſhall nut dwe! l within 


my houſe : He that telleth lies, ſhall not taryß 
in my flight, Pjai. ci. 7. | 
& | hate and abhor ſying : But thy law do 1 
love, Pſal. cxix. 163. 


ſeven are an abomination urto him ;—A proud 


The lip of truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever; 
but a hig tongue is but for a moment. Lying 
lips are abomination to the Lord; but they chat 
veal tri y are his delight, Prov. xii. 1922, 
A rightegus man hateth hing: But a wicked 
man (or har) is Rs, and cometh to 
ſhame, Prov. xiii. 5. 5 


©« A falje witnets ſhall not * uct. and | 


he that ſocuketh lies ſhall not elcape, - — Shall 
perifh, * xx. 55 9. 


« De- 
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ce „ not with thy lips, Prov. xxiv. 28. 


2 Hic. vi. 


Paſſages of Scripturo. 113 
They bend their tongues like their bow for 
hes, and know not me, faith the Lord, — They 
will decerve every one his neighbour, and will 
not ſpeak the Heth: They have taucht their 
tongue to ſpes :k fees: and weary then.tcives ta 
commit iniquity. — Shu] | not vitit then for 
theſe things, ſa th the Lord ? Shall no: my tout 
de avenged on ſuch a nation as this f 
xi. 3-9. 5 
6 thereof avs 
ji their tongue is dee / 
Therefore will | meke thee 
+ 8 > | 
T hele are the things th. it ve ma! Go, ſprakye 
every man truth to his neigh Cur; execute the 
judgment of truth. and Pe in j cur gates, 
Zech. viii. 16. 155 | 
« Ye are of your father the ow I, an ' the 
luſts of your father ye will do; he abode not 
in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in him. 
When he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his 
own ; for he is a liar, and the father of 1 it, John 


viii. 44. 


es t %. 
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e Pat on the new man, which altos God is 


_— in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, (or 
halineſs of truth). M herefore, putting away 


bour : For we are members one of another, 
Epheſ. iv. 24, 25. 

« Lye not one to another, eien ye have put off 
the "Id man with his deeds, Colo. iii. . 
„ Without are dogs, and forcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and whoever loveth and maketh a 


he, Rev, xxii. 15. c 1 1 P. 
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dire: c ate ta. e ER, 
as aiubition, 25 e, EE e een 
"dexcey,. and p irn ES; I 
ftenciy cenlinuance :: ir „ ndr a. 
Aiſa. vanlag. LY & l. 1.9; mert en. 
forced by Tarts H fu. - & IV, 
Means to aliain i.. — c tres fo e i0 
the ſubjet, 8 


— 
1 * 
— 


$ ; 8 0 INTENT 15 NT, as it relates to this 
| ſubzect, tS a ch. 1 7 fie en in ne 
place and callin; uber in 8 D Rath ſet us. 1 
there is a r feupidliiy in fm peiſne, there 
is a floical pride in others, who would e u-ỹ 
to appent indifferent in every Rate and cucum- 
ſtapce «f life, from an obttinne and rf tullicient 
temper of ming: But chrijhtan cantintheri isa met 
noble thing, ating fron a POTS EN. of 
 Gonp's Cenyinion over us, as our Lord and ener, 


WO ty Uicretore do as he Plc. ates wien lis OWL: 3 


and 


07 Cont: tentment. 113; 
and an dende troſt in Him as our Father and 
Friend, 'whoſe wiſdom and goodneſs ditects every 
part of his diſpenſations towards us, the low, at- 
flicted fituations of liſe, as well as the more plea- 
ſurable aud pr e Ty "Co 3 Sd thete nerfua- 


ſions, by deine races enable us 5 ro lcarn ia 
« whatever ſtats we arg, therewith to be con- 
tent. — But. alas W.YziC 8 tes, amiable pirtue 
to de faund? Alen arc vfually ned with their 
8g | pretert condition, lopg ing alter fire gauge or 
Rs alterutic n, which whan hey have 3 tal ed, they 
7 | are as tar freun h Al anels äs tney Wire betone WM 
WEE The child or as 3 Gi rellen, long: 
rde el 2erty of the h tet GN ten Her — 700 pi at 
15 | - OT maler weary of bak L. 7 Ss and roubles, Wills 
„„ | for reticement and eaſe.— The vnmaricyd are not 
3 || contented with their condition; end the married 
4 | often leis with theirs—The poor envy the plenty 
] of the rich: and the rich admire the quiet and 
Pg health of the poor, Nor is the Tradeiman free 
7 | from this refilets diſtetnper; often preferring, not 
ON . only the gown or the ſaord; but this or the other 
10 trade bef te his own: And iinleed, ever ſince our 
father Alam grew eilacicle: d with the delights of 
| Paractiz, all 'his poſterity a'e infected with the 
ot lame unhappy diſeaſe, until the grace of Gd re- 
me | NEWS their natures, hunts their dcſires, and news 
1 them a more durable, at ſubſtantial good, than 
e tne pieaturcs of time, GE the acquiſitions ot honour 
aur - 158 
um- 6 | 
Our very wiſhes give us not our wð. vil 


How diitant, oft the thing we dout on moſt, 


„ Frum that ror which we doat—" elictty. 
Liss then trom earth, the graſp of tond denre, 
wb 15 | Y. k rH Cher 4 and ole hap * (ume explore. 
OW 
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35 Tk of Contentment. 
or wealth can beſtow, even the favour and enjoys 


ment oi his great: ani blfley) Self, | 
$ IT. Let us conſider fome tnft.ances wherein the | 
Tradefnen is called to the exetciſe of is virtue 


of canteut nent. id, 


"Bf, Ii chcariully und ergoirg the + nt 
and ances d his calling. Þt here aweſome in 


COnvenences in A tt achg life in 2e ner) ; ard in- 


deed no canditi n tn lite is tree r. m1 ihe; a One 


4s, that the "Fraveſnar is ſul.jsct ta / p, u,ẽʒjẽ. 
5 1 3 now 7. [i it 15 a PCC}: © btancis, ö 

ulually depe nds on waz hc 10 75.526 COMETS in 
nere, ON many we Knie, ll neter; 


ſome fant ti Kal, uns pennrio. en iter, 


others inconſtant e idle: - Which tal axons: 

of patience to thoſe employed in rade. — Another 
inconvenience the Tradelman viten meuts with, 
is bad jervants Theſe are idle, cuelets, untaithtal 


or vicious. No ſooner is bis back turned, but his 


| buſineſs is neglected, his cuſtomers lighted, or his 


goods embezzled, and he loſes more at home, 


than with all his care he can get abroad, — And 
| 4% the Tradeiman's buſineſs uſually lies among 
l 


orts of men, from whom he meets with dil- 


appointment and falſhoog in ſome, treachery and 


fraud in others. — Beſides theſe, there ate particular 
inconveniences that relate to ſeveral employme...sz 


| ſome of which require hard labour ; others conti- 
nual care; ſometimes being overdone with bufi— 


neſs, at other times having nothing to do. Theſe. 
things meeting with a diſcantentedl ſpirit, make it 


inwardly to broil, or outwardly to flame : And the 
man cries out, who would lead ſuch a life?; Never 
was man thus perplexed ; this vexation is never to 


be endured ; no man was ever ſuch a flave; and 


the like: And ſeeing he cannot reform utaers, he 


tor- 
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torments himſelf, and can take no reſt, and expa- 
tiates largely on the miſeries of a trade. 
But who art thou, O man, that thou ſhouldſt 


think to be exempted from the common lot of man- 


kind? Canſt thou expect that a new world ſhould 


be created to give thee ſatisfaction ? Or that the 


tempers and manners of men ſhould be changed, 
from what they always were? Why ſhould we 
think to find men wwith:nt infirmitics, who are 


_ conſcious of ſo many in ouſelues? Or hope to 


ride through the ſtorms of life, without being 


j tijjed by it. weves ? Does it not better become us 
td poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, and reſolve, that as 
ue cannot make othe1s better, we will be watch- 
fal that they do not make us worle, and increaſe 


the unavoidable difficulties of life, by fretfulneſs 
and impatience ; to conſider ourſelves, as placed by 


divine providence, in this thzatie of action, to ex 


ercije our wiſdom, patience and humility, in order 
to prepare us for a better ftate, and make the en- 


Joyment of it more delightful to us. | 


2. Let contentment be ſhewn in a thankful ace 


 Rnow!e.igment of the ſeveral alu intages of your 
callings: For Gop hath jet the one over againſt 


tf; c.er, to the end that man ſhould find nothing 
after hin; that is, no juſt cauſe to complain of 


his proceedings. The Tradeſman's calling, is 


uſually more comfortable for the body, than that of 
many others: You have, for the moſt part, leſs 
toil han the huſbandman, and leſs danger than 
the ſeaman or the ſoldier; and are not expoſed 
to the inclemencies of the weather, and other in- 
conveniences which many undergo, to ſupport 
yourſelves and families. You are ſeldom kept 
from ſleep by the aches of your bones in daily 


| labour; nor will you be content with the fare and 


apparel 
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apparel of the poor Libourer : You know bel how 
it is 27tin, b it one may eatily percvive by your ozt- 


ward appearance, that you have cvery way the 
advantage; and therefore ſhould be contention and 


thant/ul—An then, your calling is mere in 


te the mind, You hive ulually a more liberal 


education, than labouring perſons; and are fixed 


catly in life in families, and among perſons where 


you have cpporiunities to cultivate and improve 


vour anciftanding. In 1 trades there is time 


and leifure, wherein by reading and converſation, 


you may g gain that wildem and knowledge, which 
may 44 In your minds, and capacitate vou for 
nore eatir/iuve uſeftine/s, Þ% enſure and happineſs.— 
You have generally grcater advantages for your. 
etcinal intereſts than others. You are > often placed 
where the word of Gp 1s preached ; the tacred 


ſcr'ptures, and other books of e ee ee put into 
your hands; the examples of religion and virtue 


h-to;e vour x es; and every help afforded you that 
can be defired, for the making vou wiſer and bet- 


ter. Whereas che #7.vations of many others are very 
diſtant trom the meats of knowiedge, and vey 


rnfriendiy to the aids of religion, either as to hears 


in or converſe, —And, for temporal odvantaves, 
70 re far excels the common lot of multitudes, 
IF n is pleaſed to add his bledinsg to yeur dili— 


gence, You e127 more of the comt »7t5 of life, and 


are capable of making Letter pravi iam for your fa- 


miities whei you die and leave them. If others 


can precure plain food and cioathing, and a 


place ta cover their heads; it they can teach their 
children to reid and write, and then advance them 
t {ume of your ſervices, it is the higheſt of cheit 


ambition — und laſtly, tne Tradehna: has often 


greater Opportunities of daing good than many 
others; 


Vu ta: An Th ! 
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which is man's o-cateſt honnur and . 
You hove tt, 
21:1ty to eacate and lr «dt thulc youths bon 
are unter your charge; and by cunſe ant cxaine 


pie, to Zirect them in the patus of religion and 
virtoe ; * huraby tho'e principles and habits may 


others; 


Prey next to the Featilic viſion. 
bh 


be imp aitev in them, (titoegu the grace of Gop). 


WRICH may makes them happy in future life, and 


bledings wo all around them, In divers trades, 
many Fos 255 emplohed; whole loins, by mercy 


and cougyirelr, you may Cauſe to bless you : And, 


if Gop proſpers your undertakings, YOu are capa- 


b'c cl contidctable ſervice to the g. eat iuterets 1 
religion, an che geed of the communi. y to hic 

mutt be ſaid in hoaour t 

the 2.4 ding we ne tat moſt of the nobleft cha- 
exiſeng, Owe their oundations, or 
their cor Ninuarce, to the benevolence oi this 
dortant part of man ry . 

But: the = the Tre lej nnun fir ,uld 12 conſider 
wich r ανν,jũIñueis, the adventag's of 415 cw? * 
ticblir callir g; for every Caliihg has advantage 
a veniences, PECUltar to itlelf. n $4 | 
eis uſually more fre from cares, 
If it conlitts in com- 
merce, or buying or wwiling only, you have com- 
molti? More 2 nd % 2407 lf ie 0 hazardous, 
it is gerertly he g2inful than others? In ſome 
callinge, you become acquainted with the beau- 
tics of 4 2 in Hthers, with the curioſities of 


2 


Art. hee ani the hike advantages, ſhould be 
chHierpcd ty the Tradeiman, end then he will con- 


l 
ciude, “ Jam very Rifb. iy, fitted, it 1 did but 
kn it's ang tea d © Vyt; 185 t! 18 condition 
z at roy vin T only nee 
a niere thankful toirit for he . Lin, s 1 enjoy.” 
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Za, Let cantentment be exerciſed, by a chear- 
fell patience under liſſes and d: [appointments i in trade, 
Here the Tradeſman often finds employment for 
all his patience and virtue. Sometimes his lofles 
are great, by the corruptible nature of the goods 
he deals in: At other times, chapmen and cor-— 
reſpondents fil; or ſtorms and tempeſts make 
great devaſtations in his ſubſtance; and it is not 
little that many ſuffer, by the frequent changes of 
the faſhions. Theſe, and the like occurrences, 
fill the az/conten!tcd mind with uneaſineſs and con- 
fuſion; the man calls out with his buſinefs; con- 
demns all mankind, becaule ſome are diſhoneſt ; 
and, I fee, toooften frets at divine providence, 
if he is not ready to deny it, becaule it does not 
favour his deſigns; and thus, he neither enjoys 
the comfort, nor gives to Gop the praiſe of 
what he poſſeſſes, becauſe he has not all that he 
deſired. | 
But chriſtian „ heh it is not in- 
ſenſible of loſles, labours to digeſt them ; and if 
things are bad, will nor make them worſe by de- 
| ſpandency, or the neglect of proper duty: The good 
man knows, tl. at conſtant happineſs is no where to 
be found but in Gop, and the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience; and is ſenſible that afflictive provi- 
dences, as well as proſperous ones, flow fiom the 
wiſdom and g59dneſs of his heavenly Father; and 
that the more humble and ſubmiſſive he lies under 
his lofles, the ſooner they are likely to be made 
up to him. Though he ſufters by the breaking of | 
others, yet ne is thankful to Gop that he himſelf | 
is not the bankrupt ; and is ready, if he finds no 
treachery in the caſe, to compaſſionate thoſe who 
labour under that affliction. 


ab, 


— 
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4th, Cꝛutentmelit is to be employed in watching 


a24inft thaſe vices which are contrary to it. Among 


which arc the! e; 
I. Hnilitian; which is for aiming at things out 


of the Tradeſman's ſphere, making him reſtleſs 


and uneaſy in his prefent condition, becauſe his 


mind is too high for his calling, or his ſucceſs un- 


equal to his deſires; ; and the thoe is uneaſy, be- 
cauſe the foot is ſwelled: This diſtemper ruined 
our firit parents, and has been of fata] conſequence 
to many of their poſterity : Many a Tradeſman by 
2 foolith ambition, has engaged in enterprizes 
which have deprived him of the comfortable ſub- 
ſitence he before enjoyed. Perſons, indeed, may 
allowably endeavour to raiſe themſelves, as far as 


the ſeber improvement of their time and capact- 
ties will admit of, but thoſe devres and purſuits 


are certainly criminal, which render them 4*/co- 
tented aud unthan ful for their preſent en] 25 ments ; 
wich ahtruct the love and duty they owe to Gob, 
and their neighbour; and have only the motives. 
of pride and fancy, initead of the deſires of bene 
vulence and charity for their foundation. 

2. Envy; when men indulze an envions dis- 
doſitiyn at the profperity of othets. There is 
one, ſays diſcantent, leſs deſerving than I, in mote 


ciedit; another leſs diligent, but more ſucceſsful: 


there are others, who live without care or pains, 
and yet riches flow in upon them, and they haie 
that heart can with: Sure the world is very un- 


equally divided, that we muſt have labour and dif- 
eppointment, and they wealth and: eaſe. 


See, 
favs cavy, wa a fine houte, what rich furniture, 
Wheat a ff wing trade, and the like, 1 and luch 
enjoy. And what is all this to hos e T5 thing 


eye evil, becauſe (30D 15 good! 2 A little more 


ö W ds by 47 Weil at zach Vet, that the Gevernor of 


ww the 
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the univerſe, knows beſt where to beſtow his gifts; 
alas! He fees that thy neighbour 5 bigh eſtate, and 


thy hich ſpirit would undo thee : He Knows what 
is fütelt both er him and thee: and tnerefire be 


content to be at Hi, diſpoſel. The ne cflaries of 


this, and hopes of a better life, js ben als 
enough for you, if you are intereſted inn : 
of the Gop of heaven; but it is too 5 
x ou are diſobedient ſubjects to Gb; ub. 


fore you have more then you dejerue, repine 112! -; 
what others 5e. But as to thoſe you « envy, Yeu 
know not the burdens they feel; you le2 their 
. ſeeming happineſs, but not their real miſery 3 and 
are little ſenſible of the cares, and fears, 20 ſor- 
rows, Which are the attendants upon a fplend:d 


ſtare ; as weil as the powerful temptations to 
pride, ſerſualicy, and A ones of Gob, wich. 


their proſperous condition expules tham to: So 


that they are rather the objects of your coOmpate | 


hen, than of vour emulation. „ Le nut, ter? 


Hire, diſturbed when one ie made rieb, Wan 


2 


o the glory of nis houſe is increaſed (4). For 
he that r-joices at the pio, perity ef ot hers, makes 


it Vis can; but he that envies it, deprives himtelf 


of the comfort of what he fes. 
3. Cevetouſueſs is another vice, repugnunt to 


contentment. By coretoufnes, I mean 29 njati- 
alle fire of riches; when mea wil be rich, or 


elſe think they cannot be hoppy: Tris -eſtieis de- 
fre, when it is indulged in the Tradetman's 
heart, perpetually torments him; and he Can 
enjoy no fat facdon in what he hat b, through 
his eager defire after azrre This cauies him to 
fret at every little lol, d iils him with anguiſh 
at every difippointment z he denies himſelf con- 
veulences, cuts mort his family of neceſſaties, 

neglects 
4s) Pal, ls 16. 
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neglects the pour, and deſtroys his ſoul, to pet 
monty; and his deſires of wealth are like the 
thirtt of a fever, the more he d-ints, the more he 
longs, But how unbecoming is this of a reaſon- 
able creature? Riches neither make men more 
wile, happy, or good; and are no further deſire- 
able, than they are procured with a good con- 
ſcience, and employed to good purpoſes: And is 


beneficence and charity, the real end of your de- 


fires af.er them ? Judge of your ſincerity herein, by 
the uſe you make of your preſent acquiſitions; for 
e that is wifaithful in a little, will be unfaithful 
allo in mu:h, and no man can be a good ſteward 
of many talents, who does not wiſely employ a 
few : It you dare not truſt God in a charitable 
and pious ule,of what you poſſeſs, the pride and 
pleaſures of life, or the increaſing love of money, 
will render you as fruitleſs of good works in 
larger acquiſi:ions of wealth.—[ know men aim 
at ſt/5/action, but this is not to be obtained by 
_ enarging their eſtates, but by contracting their 
deſires; for “ he that loveth filver ſhall not be 
& ſatisfſied with filver, nor he that loveth abun- 
© dance with increaſe (b).” And the word of 
truth, as well as conſtant experience, ailure us, 
that ** the happine(s of man's lie, does not con- 
„fit in the abundance which he poſleſſes (c).“ 
Taerefore, „if riches increaſe, ſet not your heatt . 
upon them ;” or if they decreaſe, break not our 
heart for them ; but rather linitate the exampie of 
the good man, who laid, “I take Gop to wit- 
* neſs to my conicience, I defire of Go, to my- 
„ {elf, no more in this world, than that without 

& which I cannot keep His laws.“ 
4. Deſpindency and dejection of mind, is another 
evil Contrary to caientment. I his commonly 
| 1 G2 „ JEESeS 

% Eccleſ. v. 10. („) Luke xi. 13. 
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ſeizes the Tradeſman when bujmeſs is dead : He 
furn:thes his hop with goods, but finds few cuſ— 
tomers: He ſeeks and waits for trade, but little 
comes. Others with pains and coſt prepare their 
2 but know not where or how to di poſe of 
: Debts are contracted, but little comes in to 
5 ee them; the neceſlary expences of their 
| houſes and familie s, are conſtant and unavoidable; 
and ſometimes his futu.e proſpects are more for 
midable than his preſent diſcouragements; and he 
ſees not that either care or in luftry can relieve him: 
Theſe things fuk the Fradeſman's ſpirits, and he 
is ready to give up a hopes, and put an end to all 
endeavours to mend his condition. Amidſt theſe 
fears and ol my! anprehentions, et the religious 
Traded reſolutely perſevere in dilig-nce, tru- 
gality, and every neceffary ſelf-denial, let him uſe 
every expelieut vhich prudence may ſuggeſt, and 
conſcience approve; and in this corrte let him 
| ſtrenzthen his mind by a tteady ttuſt in the divine 
N and providence; and aſſuredly believe, that 
all things are ordered by Gop in perſect wiſdom 
and goodneſs; who wil never leave. nor forſabe 
ale that feer and truſt in Him: And though he 
hometimes brings good men low, to humble and 
to prove them, and teach them their dependence 
von Him, yet it is always with a defign of doing 
them g in the latter end. The fountain of be- 
ig alu heppineſs. can euſily make up weep 
beings, the abſence of any temporal good 
aud in the molt proper time and way, tupply 
vour needs, an} exceed your defires. Rouſe up 
tnerefire your fat inting ſairits, attend ſtill upon 
your calling, and eafe your minds of a and 
care, by a ee ee truſt in Gop. * They 
„ thut know thy name, will put their truſt in 
a4 LICE ; 3 for od, Fad, halt nat forſaken them 
* that 


F 
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« that ſeek thee (4).” „ Therefore, take no 
* thought for your life, what ye ſhall eat, or 
60 what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for your body, 
« what ye ſhall put on. —Beho!d the fowls of the 
6 Air; they ſow not, neicher do they reap, nor 
de gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
* feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
45 they . (ol | | 
3 Loft. y, Incading others calliues is contrary to 
this contentment. Diligence and conteatment are 
no enemies to each other; but when perions en- 
2AVOur to graſp at ail the buſineſs in their own 
callings, or to invace thoſe of others, meetly to 
increate their riches; it is too plain an indication 
of a covetous diſpoſiti m. — In ſome cates, indeed, 
it may be allowable for one perſon to engage in 
two or thice calhngs; but then a j neceſſity, and 
not an avaritious defire of wealth, muſt obiige you 
to it: In tome caſes and ſitustions, one trade not 
being ſufficient for a comfoctable ſubſiſtenge.— 
Then, they muſt not te morn ftent ti each other? 
If che one hindert th ther, or both tc a 
tu: b and hinder you; om other indiſhÞentaly.s dutls 
to Gon or man, they are to be cſteemed ws 
avoided as ſnarrs. Ane fat ther, vou may not 
foilow them to the pre: 467 C0 / WC COTA ed: 
For we are not {5 ta love ourtelves, as to exclude 
all regard to others. Other families nay be fup- 
ported by the trade which you can live well 
enough without; and in. ile and good Cop, who. 
is the common parent of mankind, will be far from 
apptoving tuch teh and uncharitable enterprizes. 
In like manner alto, you theu'd be careful of inva- 
ding any thing elle, that i; proper to your neighbour : 
It tus hauje or ſap be ever ſo convenient or advan- 
tageous to you, you ihould neither defire ror en- 
5 . deavour 
I Pial ix 10. le) RE 25 34. 
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de av Our to procure them to yourſelf, to his preju- 
_Gice; nor ute any method in oder thereto, which 
you would think unreaſonable if the caſe was your 
on; but govern nn by equity and charity, in 
8 * cry part of your conduct toward others. 
Sth, A flady centintiurce in our callinge, under 
the ſevetral Hitze venktages of them, is another 
branch ef the Trüdeltnun's Cententment. There 
ate many who when they rect with ſome conſi- 
deinble check in then buttock, 0 DEN indolence 
tA ails upon the, are in hafte to leave their 
calhngs, and enga, e ö hiinie other; and there are 
others, who arc pom pied to it by Fn unfable diſ- 
Pt ice of nund, wh ch nevel. iufcrs thera to be 
at reſt in any deut ion of life : Rut theugh we may 
form plealing chimers: S of " 0 advertiges attend 
ing other eimploycicuts than cur own; yer it will 
; uitally be fcund, that if the calling wherein we 
have been educated, and with „ hich we are 6% ace 
1 ee will not anfiver our de ſires, we are not 
31kely to meet with better ſucceſs in thoſe empioye 


ments, the nature ang diffculties of which we are 55 


/trangers unto: And therefore, perſons ſnould be 
very cautious how they undertake a change of this 
kind; and lee that they have a 2 proper knowledge 
of the natute of their new emp! oyrment, and (uit e 
able abilities fer conducting it, as well as a resten 
ab'e proſpect of advantage from it. As to each of 
which, it will be pre per to tuke the opinio: of wite 
and experienced friænds | 
Ine inconvenierces atifing from the hams of 
a tra e, often attend the change of face or ft 21 
for carrying it on; a deſite of which, many times 
proceeds from the like unſteady, dis conte nted tem- 
per with it; to the former, but c{pecially to this !at- 
ter circumſtance, that obſcrvation of the wifeſt man 
may be applied; as the bird that wandereth 
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et from her neft, ſo is the man that wandereth 


* from his place (f):” And perſons of Reuben's 
character generally meet with his fate; 8 Unſtab.e 
* as water, he ſhall not excel 2)“ | | 
$ III. Permit me to enforce the necc/ſity and pro- 
priety of this amiable and happy d. e of con- 


te ntmaut, by obſerving that, 


_ Iſt, The command of Gob obliges us to it. 
M 14 your Conveilation be without covctoufuel! 3 
„and be content with luch things as ye have; 
* for he hich faid, I will never leave nor fortake 
& youſp),” Than which, no precept can be 


more plain, nor any reaton more porter ful. Ob- 
ſerve, He favs, be content with tuch thing S as 


* ye hade; it is not what ert have, that is to 
bo your ſtandard; their ſteps may be attended 


with mere proſperity, aud th. y may be better 
Fitted to bear it.—Nor are they iuch things as ye 
| have had, that are to produce this contented { diſpoli- 
tion; you miy have lived hi; aher, and farcd better, 
when younger in lite; before the fire chu! umed 
your ſudſtaace, or marriage multi; lied your fa- 


mily, and the l.ke : Bur be content with ſuch 
things as ye new buyve, Nor is a ſatisfied mind to 


be laſpended until jou acquire ſuch things as you 


word have; lay not, had I more trace, leſs fa- 
n. y eXpences, a better houte, or fewer loiles, Se. 
I huld be content; for there is no virtue in being 


Pirate when every thing is to our minds; but 


be caly, chnearful, and trankful in your preſent 
coalition; and confider yourſelf as placed therein 
by divine providence ; who may have ſervices for 
you to do, and bleffings for you to receive in 


that tuation, which vou know not of : It is 
GoDp that “ chuſes our interitance for us (i).“ 


wn G4 I I 
(f) Prov. xxvii 8. 9 Gen: zlix. 4. 
% He. uin 5 n Sal. ztvii. 4. 
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Ard when He hath choſen it, ſhall we enter dur 
di er, queſtion His goodneſs, or cenſure His 
y/iiCom ? | 
2d, Diſcontent contraCict: the proviacenttal will of 
 Gup, and 32 own prayers ; ard is evil in its eau/es 
aud Heels. he bleffed Gop is the Lord of the 
un! verſe, and the abſolute dipoſer of all perſons 
ard things; and we. my y be aliured from the in- 
finite recti: uce, v. 1} don, 1d WE? Ounels of Fi:s na- 
fure, that none of THe dit enteo can vary from 
theſe amiable perfectiens, nownver they may con- 
tradiét our fogiifh debres and s&xp ede tions: And 
1- it reaſonable to expect that Hie ſheuld alter the 
uu, of nature, and the dg of 115 previceue, 
to ſaiisfy the weak, Mort: 65 ted u Hes of cvery 
Norm? That whien ts hurtte ; to me, may he be— 
veftcial to min, others; the win 0 _ daſhes niy 
| ſhip againſt che rock, may, at the ſame time, blow 
; Iwo others fran: of the finds, and u chi t Cx uit bave 
I then to murmur f— Do we not confute our aw? 
pravers, when we ſay, “ Father, thy will be done,” 
and yet repine «hen He does H:> will upon us? 
It either ſhe ws our hypocriſy, in praying for what 
we do not deſire; oi our fol, in en 
our own requeſts. 
Many other evils attend a diſcontented mind, 
wh! ch thould deter us from it. It is evil in its 
cours 3 as it proceeds from pri de cf heart, envy, 
covetouſnels, diſtruſt of Gor, and an ek 
ful ſpirit for the bleſſings we enjoy. It i is evil in 
Its ; it unhts us for the duties 2nd pleaſures | 
of a fel gious life: The diſcontented perſon is 
whclly indilpofed for love and delight in God, for 
praiſe and gratitude to Him. Tt s and Wiſe 
\ zurbs our own ſouls; like bullocks unaccultomed 
tote yoke: we gall eurfcives the more by ſtrugalin; 
azainlt che burden, and deprive curiclves of che 
mus 


to perform then is nere Vega ds; 1 {#) > dy tae Ji: 1 
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true enjoyment of the being we poſſeſs, by re- 
pining at the abſence of t 10ſe we deſire 3 and often 
make our © troubles longer (&), by preventing 
thoſe bleſſings which an humble patient diÞo- 
ſicion, would incline our ma. father to > be [tow : 
wu us. 

3d, If vou are eh" iſtions in truth, vou h v2 


enough to ſhame all diſcontent. You have the per- 


fections of Gop; the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt; the influences of the holy Spirit of Gon; 
an in: terelt in the promites of the goſpel; tde di- 
vine image di Your Own ſguls; them fallible af- 
ſurance of al} needfa] good here; and the hope 

and proſp:t of conſunimate blefledneſs in the 


life to come, to be your portion and happineſs : 
And if theſe are not ſufficient to content you, 


muil f;y that vou ſhracfully undervatue your 
bigh privileges.“ Brat thy Conv ion quietly, 
* know that thou art a nan, lays the reathen 
philoſopher ; with much more proprizty) mas L 
fav, be conteute 4 with thy ſtste, know tit tho 
art a ch. Yjltan. Thou profuitcſt 1G ve by foils 2 
do not ct below 77. af 7: 

4th, "Phere is u cam itim of li, how low and 
mean foever, hut ine fairkful difcharge of the 
duties of religion (30D zuy be Gintuired in it, au 
by it. Your prudence and piety, your paticnce 
dijgence and integrity, Nay Neo. mmend religion, 
not only to our cquals, bat to perions in ſuperiar 


| lations ob liſ-; ; and thote act; of liche rainy, ow 


ever ſmall in their kin, mit proceed from 2 heart 
lo full of generous bene, „bence, an! weed With 
piety, that a man is willing to deny bimſelt of 
many innocent gistificatians that he W be able 


- 
my 


of all, than large, donations from the ſuper; aitic; 
G5 | ct 


5 % _ 1 my q a BD » 8 
( Nu 19D 4s. V. r = 16 Luke 1905 | I 


— —_— 
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of the rich. —And it ſhauld be conſidered for the 


conſoJation of the poor, that the {2we/t employ- 


ments are as neceſſary for the benefu and comfort 
of mankind, as thoſe that have a more / dendid ap- 


pearance ; as ina weil compoſed builuing, not the 
beams and pillars only, but the very pins are ne- 


ceſlary to its beauty and ftrenyth : Common _ 


chanic traders, often contibute more to the well- 


being of a ſtate, than more polite and gcnteel em 
ployments; thele often, at belt, only ſerve to the 
611ament of it, the cthers are ncecc{[; ry to its 
: ſra}:jtonce, Let this confideration, clip: cally in 
_compariſon with the otters, mk the content, 
whom providence has placed in che lowelt l. ua- 
| tions of life. 


3 IV. In order to which happy eiſpcfition, 

. Impreſs uſfon your minds the reality and: inf or- 

ance a a future / ate. The man that confiders 
h.miclf oy as a ſhort probationer here, for an 
ett: nal exiſtence; and is corfiifting with enemies | 


without, and enemies within, for de lite of his 
Aoul; will f ſee the abu: wity of a tolic [rule for trifes: 
Look into tlie {tate of your own fou's, and you 
will find ſo much mercy Waiting for them; and 
ſo much rectitude and gvodnets wanting in them, 
as will quench 1 Vour thirſt a ter other things: How 
| deep 1 is the infatuation of finful mas that he can 
be fo perpetually and anx;ufly ſolicitous about 


me mentary anc] empty vanities ; while the image 
of Gad is luſt in his foul ; and the anger of 


ob is ready to conſume kia; - and his eternal. 


unchangeablc ſtate depends on the brittl- thread of 
human lite, which death may trap in ſunder the 
next hour or mement? 
2. Cet an humble ſpirit, if you would have a 
2ntentid one. Pride Caules men to be unthankful 


for their meicies, and impatient under their croſtes; 


but | 


— 
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but afflicions are en ſily borne, and benefit are 
ever gratefully acknowledged, by the mind that i 15 
truly humble under a ſenſe of its defects. I have 


2 poor trade, and mean fare, it is true, ſays humi- 


I:ty ; but it is more than | deſerve : I might be 


be ging, or ſtarving, or pining away in pen and 


itiery : There zie others, indeed, who eijuy 


mere, bit then I ſuppoſe they deſerve | beiter; 
however 1 ain ſure I merit nothing, and {- may 
ell be contented with a little. 


3. Rijftram your fancies, and miderate your de- 
es, if ever you wouid attain to this kappy ats 
of conteritirent, © Nature znd grace are con- 
„ tented with little, but price and humour with 


„ nothing.“ Mens real wants are few, and ſoon 
ſupplied ; but if our fancies and dcfires are made 


the late of our neccilities, we fall find no end 
of our imicoinary wants. I 1e only way to hap- 


Piveſs is to bring our mind to our condition, 
Wh ch is in every one's power, by divice albftznce ; "8 
Whereas the ralfſing dur condition to our mind, ! 7 


What few Car attain; and we find that when men 
have ariived to that ſtate, in which they thought 
ka; pineſs conſiſted, their minds twell as their 
Wealth increa es, nid they are as far from c 


ftentitent as ever: do that if dur circumſtapces ale 


moe rete, Wwe may as well lit down caly aud cnear- 
ſui nod as - chow. | 

4. Laſtly, Lire in ds frondence hc the 2 
Gop, : ad place 3 72% Happ! 'Rels in be; Favuur : and EN 


then you will eafily be contented with what the 


world affords. The ful that lives with Gop, 
and centers in Him as its felicity, enjoys delights 16 
nub; and excellent, that it looks with pity on 
deluded Wi who are purfuing the empty! 
dows of cart! bly h ppineſs, and n-elctin.: 
only true ſabſtantial good, of a _reaforobi. 
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mortal ſpirit. He that knows that Gon is Lic 
and that all the perfeCtions of Gup are engaged 
for his goed, will be very eaſy and fati-ticd in every 
ſtate of life. —L ern, tnereto; e, to be coMtont with 
His allowance, to acqui:ſce in His providence; 
believe Him to be buth ui e and good, te ke ow 
what is beſt for you, and willing ro beſtow it 
upon you, if you are careful to pleaſe him: He 
that hath promiled glory ard happineſs in the end 
to thoſe that love and fcar Him; will not de ny. 
them any real neceſlary good, in the won y to it. 
Live then upon His intallible word and promiſes, 
under all dicourzgements; and you will certain 5 
nnd that your hope ven not abe 70 aſhamed. 


«© Then Job (id, nat come [ out of my 
40 _— s Womb, end * fhill J return thi- 
40 : The Lord Sve, "ed the Lord hath 
«6 N rg ; bleſſed be the name ef: the Lord, 

* 700-4, £0, 2 - 

* Job bak, what l fh we receive ood ax the 
ee hand cf the Lord, and tall e not receive evil 
« alſo? Feb i u. 10. 
6 Reft in che Lord, and wait - patiently for 
« Him; fret not thyje} becauie of him wh pro. 
40 vereth in his way, becaule of the man who. 
*« bringeth wicked deyices to Paſs. —:.. ca fe from. 
anger and forſake wrath ; free nat ilaſelf in 
4⁰ any wiſz to do evil. — For evil Coers ſliall be 

« cut off: But thoſe that wait vpca the Lord, 
=o they ſnall innerit the earth. — little that a 
20 righteous man hath, is better than rhe riches 
80 of many wicked, Piel. XXXVII. 7—9, 16. 

Iney tempted Gop in . heart, by aſk- 
wg meat for their 4%. — Yea, they wake a- 
« gaintt God; They ſaid, Cn Go furniſh a 
* Rk fe the wilde tuels — Can te give bread 

- .*. alfo ? 
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alſo: ; Can He provide fizih for His s people fo— 
*Feruforec the Lord was wretii, and 4 1:7e wus 
kindled ag :inſt Jacob, — B: cauſe they believed 
not in G: „b, and truſted not in Elie alva on, | 
Pal. \xxv ii. 18 22 | 
Butter is a litt'e with the fear of the ? 
than great tteafurr, and tree theiewüh, 048. 
xv. 16. 


* : . r_ 
6 uo thirgs ha ve req LITE: f l nee, deny 
cc 2 


4 
me nit beo 1 dis Remove far f umme va 
ity and TRE 3 e 1 6 1 5 * . * 10 To 

1 N - 

! 


?1une5, FEEU nie VEL STU TORVE nient lor Ii 


the gat of the eyes, than the 
wanderiiig of tte ecars ; Inis is alu vanity 
aro VEX ati rt; Ch! int. — Sec tere be ili a > SE 
ing: ihn ncrea dan, whit is man the 
Veiter r in, Nee, „n, - 

«@ J torin the le aht, "ny Erule:durkvels2: } 
make pen. N $i. CirEo TE TY 15 1 we . rd d. ) all 


thel e THiÞ 323, Vo £30) Ne a 11 Tv W113 
his Maker: Sgali the y key uin kim 
that faintened it, 5 mant heu ? Jia. 
ns | h 


4%) = 4 5 9. 


„ He Faid unto them take heed ang! heware of 


cdet i 27% L for a man's life contttn rot in 
the zbandance of the Ur nes that he pefie ſleth 
Sc. — Con ſaler t the tarens; for ty reithet low 
nor reap; Which have neither Core-houſe nor 

ns het Gop feedeth them: How much are 
ye « better than the fovels? Sc. Luke xii. 15, — 
31. | 
have 3 in whatſoever ſlate I am 
therewith to be cancel, Fil. iv. 11. 


„ Godlinels with chte, 18 great W SD 
For we biongbt nothing into this world, and 
it is CERAm WE ca carey nothing out. — nd 


ue avi ing | 
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baving 5 and ranrernt, let us be th 
0. ent — Aut they tnat will be rich, tall into 
FempLatioin, ft d a nave, and into mz ity fo0l- 


iu and hurtful lufls, which don men in de- 


fi uction and perdition — Hor be ve of maney, 


is the root tal cvil; which wile femme 4% e 
ulter, they have bee lecuced trom the faith, 
ad pierced incinfeives through with many tore. 
raus. 5 tov, 0 nan of GuD, flee cheſe 
thing Ln. vi. 11. | 


$ 


CHAP. VIE 
5 
I + br; ef bferi pe fon ct Allele as it re- 


1 fs n. Tt, c # ecchily Gf 2 YENOVALION 
of 7177711 in order to it. — II. Some in- 


© anal wirerein it is lo be exerciſed. — 


152 Pr perative knowiedge of the per- 


fein, Us Gop, and bis relation 10 Us. — 
2. fo achering 16 the word of Gon, as the 


File Of our aid and practice. — 3. Ii 

Ireing by Jeiin tr Goo in every flate of 

25 — 4. In ts ſerious and conjlan! wor- 
Hip of 5 N 5. In the religions ebjerv- 


pee of the Laras day. —b. In uſeful and 


ſericus conv? rſatiin. —7. In pious medita- 
tion and refiiftion. — 8. In vigilance aud 
watckſulnzſs againſt tcmplations. — & III. 
An ei nds into CUT or conformity to theſe 

1UCS, 


> -- — —˙——. . — 
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— 
py 


| rulzs. —\ IV. An attempt to remote ſome fre 
| Judices to a religious fe, — 8 V. Tie fin HEAR 
adoantags and nece{/ty of reltgion. der * 
| tures wited to th: [ut 
5 1 a . 
* | 
8 E 1 Do not he re intend to deſerihe 2. lin: in 
i | | its full exten: 5 for % it includes all the du- 
EE tics altea. y [nc few, i 4 P. ende, 41 ice, ue 
7” | tice, integrity. C pet EEE? MY „ 
chiefly to cha her iT as * reip ets dur bela, ur 
10 Gup, RU on, in this lente, cenüits in ha- 
ving ji 2p; . ent ns of nien, and wands and 
prod. 7 i bree 2 2 ; it 18. Th ten L M1thT= 


ed out to us in tie ſucred (orptures, by ſome obe- 
rative p mene which has a general influence 
upon out temtars and lives; as the fear of 
“ Gup ; the love 'of Gop (%; the 
ng eile of SED (c) „ walkiny beture 
"= (2.0 (4) „„ N nes of heart. (e) I 
& berg ſpiti ily mind 0 9 ” and the like. 
Dit ales fr ie, theſs are principles not natural 
to wan; His bind is 4% lun by ignorance; his 
affections are enfiranged from Gop and goodne!s ; 
all his powers and taculties are impaired ai:d 
perverted by fin; d the original rectitude of 0 8 
 Pature is Conti [Qed by ſenſual and evil ar 
ties and affections, Such is the depravity ot tic 
human mind, that, when religion takes place in it 
niet are ald to be born avain/g) ;” to be 
made „ new creatures (4) ;” to be © created a 
gain in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works (1); 


4 an 


(a) ful XXX1V. 7, 9, 11. Eeclef. viii 

(4) Rom. viii 28. (c) Dan . \ Gen. 
XIvifi. 15. (e) Pal. Ixiv. 10. (f) Rom. vii. 6. 
g] John wi. 7. ( Gal vi. 15. (z; Eph. ii 10. 


[ 

1 
* + 
4 5 
1 

- 


„ and is net ſukje ct to ti: Eo of 82 „ Neither 


l 25 | Cf Rei; in, 


ard tenewen 1 the ſpirit of their Mmunds (K).“ 


Vein is the attempt to heal this or that folly of 
the mind, or treguiazity of the life, until the 
cmi form am of 2 * ciqus heart, from whence 


the pode d, be purified : | nt fre? __ '114{t be 
made good, before the fr wit can be iv (i). Our 


.con{ciei ces mult be purged from Cai Works 
„ (1), and our firs uh,“ ta Chr. it Jejus, by 


ati and isn faith (a) before we can accept- 


ably ſerve h- einge (3 0. | CS... Fo I vain a! 4 


* ag!  6vr ccnteſtons of fin urle's rh: e Row from 


„ on torte „%, and nate atterded with a fincere 
„ faith in ihe &rcat ReCeemet's wterceffion, ard 
ee an unkeie zen TEPe mance but te Goon? What 


cc arc 110 FO pralſes ane * 387 3 Kigivings tO Gon, 


6 wink they vw proceed from Fe eve 0 tlim, 
. cre gratituce for his niercit?? What are our 


„ pruyeis an peritons, but ea“ mockeries of 


| | . 3 . „ 1 ED 
cc Eis eite ift, LDCS they are tne Ne 
«ard betty Cite © „f fouls 7 And how vain 


* 
1 


cc gte ail 3 do the tore and te. 'ErE-:Ce of 


* 


% (30b, unless they ate procuct.ve og ſincere and 
« yniverſa! Beds to kiis will?” In a ward, 
— Gep's 10 muſt be done according to God's 
mid, if we expect that fle ſhould accept it at our 
Hands; and this cannot be without a renewed 


ſoul] 3 „ Ihe catnal mind is entgit againſt fron, 
«© indeed can be — 82 3 hey that are in th 
« fleſh cannot picaſe (30 fa). On 
II. The fourditicn- of. 4 1 life, being 
thus laid by fit in we Lord Jelus Chr. |, ard 
a redituwe < ” heart towards Gon, we proceed to 


| cop fi der ſome nſtances Wihele 171 it 15 9 be exerted. 


And, %%ͤͤ;ö WS 
(2) Eph. iv. 23. J Matt i z 24. PST: eb. 


14. () Joan Av. 4. (e, Rem. v1. 1 
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tit, In the eperative kunvicdge of the per fections 
of Gs. and the relations in which we ſtand to- 


wards Tim. His glorious perfection mutt have 
ſome ſuitab'e influence upon us. His A and 


_ Greainezs wet atiect us with bunble reverence, in 
all our thoughts ard ſpreches of lim, and in all 
our appro ches to hum in religions worſh'p. 


Trifiing, diminutive thoughts of GoD, the bold 
and irreverent uſe of Fig name; and careleſe ad- 
d tees to Hun in worſhip, are affronts to the ia- 


inne glory of tis nature, If we would ſerve 


60 acceptab iy, it malt be“ with re detende 


5 75 and godly fear; for dur (30 is a co ſumi 


© fire (o) —tlis wnlew ate Cane and exce. 
lente, claim our w-rmeſt Aeciimny and highett 
dest; to fix dur ſupreme ive en an interior 
F od, is to flieht and unde: value his glotious 


Flajeſty, and can only atiſe from 2 flange perver- 


Treateſt 


ſian of our judgment. He is ror &:.ly the 8 


good in Himfelf, and the inſinite fountain of 1 


that is Witt, amiable and gncd in the univerſe; | 


but He is the beſt ord for ur; the only ſatisfy- 


ing ſubſtantizl deli icht of a reaſoneble immortal 
ſpirit ; q and therefore demands “ to be loved Wh 
4e ail our hearts, and with all our ſouls, and wich 
de all our ſtrength ().“ ils benefirs too, as well 
zs bis ate, claim this our ſupreme affection 


and love to H:m; as He nas given us our beings, 
and ail the enjo3 iments of them, and we continu- 


ally partæeke of His good neſs, and depend on His 


beniynity.—His put and lines, as they are the 


four. dation of our UNCFALCH A) * les 2m, lo they 
mould af. us with an Lumbliiog /erje of our own 


gue and depravity, and Caule us to fly to the grace 
ard Spirit of our adorable Re! icemer, for the par- 
an, O Our guilty and the Heu, Of Our hetu ee; 


and 


5) Heb. zu: 28. () Matt. xxii 37. 
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and never reſi, until we attain a nearer reſemblance 
to Goh in Holineſs, that we may be better fitted 


for thæ enjoy meut of Him. His Omniſcience ſhould 
induce us to watch over the inward diſpoſitions and 


thauahts of our hearts; and deter us from all 


di ſmulutiu and hypocri;y, both in the duties of 
_ T+:4ipton, and in our concerns with men; 2s being 
co inal! in the pretence, and under the eye of 
tha: Gon, “ before whom all ihings are naked 
« and oben (r). — And, Tailly, His wwifdom and 


priver, Fris gagtice at ad truth, ure to be rev. renced 


in His threatiungs ; to be reſred on in His promiſes; 


to be crete and ſul mitted to in all the declirg- 


tions of lis wog, 4¼ 11 every event of His pro- 


Vt: le; n 


mult be aniwered g amt diipolitions and behas» 
viour. As creatures we are to remember that He 


is our abiolute Lord and O r; that we are His, 
much more than any thing we poſſeſs is cur own, 
having only a derived right from Him to all that 


we enjoy; and therefore, it is our indiſpenſable 


duty to yield ourſelves is Him, and uſe ourſelves, 


and all our capacities for Him, as our higheſt 
end (5). To pay an univerſe] obedience to His will, 
render an entire reſignation of ourſelves to Hi; 


providence z 2nd, thus, we nend not fear but He 


will preletve an nd bleſs us, employ us in delightful 
and horourebic ſervice, 0. retuin us to vu! "elves 


infinitely betterfthan He found us. © Ye are not 
your Own therefore olorify Gop in Your body, | 
& and in your ſpitit, which #re God's (7). — A3 


our Preſerder and Beneſactor, we ſhould 7 in 


_ Hi- g otneſ®, ard en ourſelves to His care; 
fee TO HIM continually, tor all the bleſſings we 


: need ; 
(r) Hb ive 13. 15) Rom. vi 15 — 19. 
(t) + Ter. vi. 19, 20. Rom. iv. 7, 9. 


LI l His relation te 13 * and ours to Him, 


>... Ban ©.  Y Gs amp a 


—— 
f — 


1 1 


| nature; 


| hte. (x); attending to His gcFrines, 
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need ; retain a prateful ſenſe, and offer Him our 
thankful acknowledgments, for all. benefits we re- 
ceive at His hand; which is alſo to be expreſted 
by the /zve and 4z1y of our hearts and lives: theſe 
are duties, which the light of nature confirirs s our 
obligations unto; and which all reaſonable beings 
are bound to pay to Cop, as ther iovereign | Lord | 
and Creator. 

But then, as we Lo raidy, FA W creatures, 
N ROTH: in manitol inftances, brought ourſclves 
under the condemnation of Gop''s holy lav, and 
rende red ourkcives odiaus to His pure and unſported 
a: hopes of his f.veur and geceptance 
Would have been cut off, if in infinite goodnels 
and mercy He bad net ofercd Himlc!t to us, 
in the new relating of a REDEEMER, and a 
SANCTILIER, This is the great detignu of the 
goſpel of Chriſt to propoſe and coniirm to ad, 
who, ſenſible of their gwit and juſt cemerits, ſin- 
cerely and cordially embrace Hun as their Saviour, 
By theſe we are obliged, if we would be ſafe and 
happy for time and eternity, to reſlect with ſhame. 
and forrow upon our diſobedience and apaſtaſy 
from Gop; to * fly for refuge 6.00 from His juſt 


Vengeance, to Jeſus Chriſt, as the only Recpner 


of ünners; fring in His acrifice and me:!ation, 
to procure our acceptance wich God (10); liv- 
ing as His a:ferples in the imitation of His. hot $8 
as my QiCat 


Teacher and Refiorer of mankind and 


obey ing His heavenly precepts, as the un iverſal 


Lord and Head of His chu-ch (z) In order to 


| is, we mut implote the fluences of the holy 


Spirit 
e Heb. vi 18. (as] Aas iv 12 


Rem v3. 23 
Cor ni i. ( t John ii. 6. 23 


(3) Acts in 22, 


5 cb. V. 9. Lube vi. 40, 
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Spirit of Gop, to ſanfify and reneto cur natures, 
to reſtore the image of Gop loft in our fouls, 
and give us the temper and diipoſi ion of His 


children; that we may he fitted for His preſent 


ſervice, and future enjoyment, "Thus the prac- 


ical Ab of Gen, mult influence us in the 


whole frame of cur hearts and lives. | 
2d, N cuniiſts in dhe 16 the wird if 


God, as the rule of our faith and practice. A te- 
Verenti al regard ro the boy [oripimures, and an hum— 


ble ſicbjeciion of foul to rhe lacted contents of 


th em, is ur int e par ible co nν e e nt of tue religion. 
Je that 1s of Ich, Wi HD, and rev ercnce God's | 
wordia), and be rey by It in every ſituation 

and ciroumil nc of fit Ihe more we ſtudy it, 


ard he neter we conform to if, the more Wilt) 
_ TEatonable and happy we tnall be; ard we never 


depart ſ m the imporcant dictates of} it, bur igno- 
rance, foiiy and unhappinets take piace I: has 


ever been an invariable rule, without any excep- 


tion, that the more any live been influenced by 
a ſpirit of true m eligien and virtue, the more their 
e/leem and luve to theſe blefied records have en- 
creaſed ; and we may venture to arm, that the 
neglect ani contempt that is thrown upon the 
Bible, is the near. {t cauſe of all the protareneſs 


and icmota ity of the pr cſent ave, his is one 


inſtange th S of the Tradelman's S religicu, not 
to govern himſelf by the examples of others, by 


humour, appetite, or ſelfiſn views; but by the 


Holy 1001 , God, and fuch directions as found 
icalon will deduce from thence. I am apt to be- 
Iicve that very many of the indiſcretions and 


misfertuges of Tradetmen wou! Id nave been pre- 


vented, it they had wiked more ſteadily by this 


krxule. « Bin id them thei continually upon *Nine 


„ hatt 


(4) john viii. 47 


one 
1, not 
85 by 
y the 
{ound 
49) be- 
5 and 
n pre- 
5 this 
thine 


heart 
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thou goeſt it ſhull lead thee ; when thou fleep: | 
it hall keep thee; and when thou awakeſt it 


e ſhall talk with thee 3—for the commandment is 
ee a la; np; and the law is light; and the  reproofs 
v6 


of ini{iiuCEtion are the way of life (5).“ | 
355 he Fradeiinan's relig ian les in living by 


Jos on Gob, under ell the changes and wes. 
tudes of an in onitant work: 


1 3 91s, like an anchor 
fure and fletjuſl, will ker 5 the 10u} quiet and ſe- 
rene in pil the Koz Ms of 282. enen the cart- 


bin 1 in every f. te and ms oxy 


Thou 
„ wilt keep him in perfect peace wh 8 mind is 


40 frayed on thie, b-cauſe he truſteth in thee e (e. 


But how contrary 10 this is the ſtate of every un 


guGly, Callily mind ? If the world ſmiles upon 
nim, he idolizes it as nis deity; it i: frowns upon 
him, he deſpeits 2ad dite. As ail his hopes and 
proſcetts center here, his comfort ar ſecurity | is 
as fQuctuating as the toundaiim on which it is 
built; 1. e. temporal pruipericy ®.—V/lcreas the 


goed man, ou oh te is not nent of the dif- 


| ference between profperity and auverlity, vet is 


not aux vuily ** atiatd of ci tidings, tor his hart 
6 66 | 
18 


(c) Lia. xxvi 2 


| (5) Prov. n 2123. ; 3 


** Oh how hs dream ot FEE 78 impofſitle ? 

9 Jay's perpetual, in perpetu: change.? 

Ct itabie pizaſures on the tolling wave! 
Eternal ſun-ſhine in the turms or lite? 

Pill at death's toll, or heaven's relenticls blaſt, 
Starting they ale, and find themſelves ado: 
The ſpider” s moſt attenus ted thread, 

Ie cord, is cable to man's tender tie, | 
Ot earthly bliſs; it breaks at every-breeze. 


Dr YoOUuxc 
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is fixed, truſting in the Lord (4).”—And then, 
what ate all the great concerns of religion without 
faith? which 15 the evidence of things not (een, 
and the ſubſtance of things hoped for.“ W hat 
influence will the word or worſhip of Gop have 
1:pon us, heaven or hell, Gop or Chriſt, without 
faith? In a word, we mult live by faith, and 
breathe by prayer. _ 
4th, The /erimas ard conflant wirſhip of Gon, is 
another principal branch of religion. | he fame 
light of reaſon and revelation, which maniteſts to 
us the being of Gop, proves that it is our indiſpe nſ- 
able duty to worfhip Him. This is a truth fo 
deeply impreſt upon the mind of man, that ſcarce 
ane of the human ſpecies under heaven, except 
among the degenerate part of thoſe that call them 
. ſelves chriſtians, but in fome way or another, pay 
their adorations to the Deity by worthip. This is 
the Trad:ſman's duty as well as others, for how. 
can he be lid io *abidewith God in his calling(e), 


who never comes zear him? By medita ion an . 


prayer we draw nigh to Gop, and by His word 
He fears to us * turcly c:eatures whoſe hap- 
Piacts for boch woilds depends upon GoD, ſhoutd 
not ftand in need of arguments to ſeck continu- 
al y unto Him; for “ will not every people ſeek 
« unto their Gun H) But the Tradeſnan's. 
| religious 20 hip thould nat de conhned to the 
church or the cloſet. Ie has family-wants to 
be ſrclieved, family. ſins to be forgiven, and fami! - 
bleſfings to be tnarkful for; z family. worſhip the e- 
fore is his reaſorable and indiſpenſable duty. Ac- 
cordingly we find thoſe families repreſented as the 
lubjecis of divine vengeance, „ who call. not 
upon God's name (g).“ At the fitteſt time, 
3 there - 


4 Pful. exii. 10. (e) 1 Cor. vii. * O Iſa. 
vill. 19. ( Jer. X. 25 
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therefore, morning and evening, let your "TION 
addreſſos be made to heaven, with all your fami- 
ly; let not company or buſineſs tempt you to 
„ this duty, or io du it anſeaſonably : Remem- 
be, t!.:t the moſt bigh God claims your firſt and 


higheſt regard, apd that nothing can excuſe your 


allen of tis worihip, but ſome neceflaty and 
greater duty. Say not, you want t/zze for it, for 
men mult find time to cat, and fleep, whatever. 


_ buline(s is left undone ; and none of thæſe are 


more neccſſ y, nor can You be leſs excuſable in 
tne neglect of any of them, than of wo: Thip, An 
hovr in twe aty four, may be ſaſacient ion this ne- 


| ccflary and 4 ANTUgEOUS duty; Av it i, nat the 


length, but the n. erity of dur ſervicet, which. 
render them acceptable to Gp; and it is inçre— 
dible, that with proper care you cannot feru e 19 
much time fer ſuch an important affair, —Ne.ther 
plead that the bulinels of your cal! unge cave YOu, 
in the evening, 207 nt flrenath or 5 riet fot it; 


for imm oberate labour may be as criminal, as im- 


moderate feeding : GO requ res, and Vill acc ps. 
and bleſs no ſuch eo :rne's in butinzts, as untis 
men for his tervic? , bur, however, let it be te— 
meinbercd that this a be 1:0 excule in the 2797 n- 


ing; your ſpirits are then frelh and vigorous. It 


is to be feared, that ſuch pleas as theſe, are ra- 
ther the cfrects of a want of anclmation, than of a- 


bility, We ſhould with much more rcaton ſay, 


1 have lebuured al! the day for a little fozd and 
raiment, &c. ſhall I not exert mytelt in the even- 
ing for the b.ciings of (50 D's forgiveneſs and 
grace? I have wearicd my body tor a Hing on 


earth, ſhall I not ſtretch forth my ſoul for the 


eternal craun ? O] let not your diligence and ſo- 

licitude for the treaſures of this world, condemn 

your llotutulacis and incolence tor heaven riches, 
but 


— — 
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but let each have their de tine and place in your 


hearts ard empfap met its. 


Sth, The religious alſervance of the Lord. s- dax, 
is another branch of true rclizicn. This is one 
of the ful things which the grace of Go reforms 
in the fincere chiiſtian; no ſconer does he begin 
to look in earneſt tewarts Geb and heaven, but 
he value, and employs the holy day of Gon in a 
different manner than he did before; and as reli- 


gion more or lets flouriſhes in the ſoul, fo this /a- 
4% tie is ever more or lefs efteemed and impro- 
ved. Remember the abbath. day, therefore, Her- 15 
it cines, and endeavour to clear your minds of 
worldly cares and incumbrances, that you may be 
fit for the noble and divine employments of it ; 
fit to adore and praiſe the Majefly and perfections 
.of Gp your Maker; to celebrate and ſcek the 


bleſitings of redeeming love and grace, thro' Jetus 
Chit our Lord; to hear his moſt holy word, and 


rec-ive the ſb: Hows of it; to acknowledge 


with gratituce and joy the mercies you partake of ; 


and with ſincere forrow ani contrition, to lament 
and conf; is the {ins and follies of your hearts and 
lives; in a word. to obtain and ſtrengthen all 


thſe holy temp: rs an dit itt ons, as may fit you 
or A wie, happy, and ret; zious His 2 On carth, and 
the gloties of an geeibiſting f date in che world to 
come... Let not the lade or grit of any fin, enter 


into this pl; acy to defile it, but © wafh your 


© hands in innoceney, aud 10 Comp: aſs” the altar 
SS of oh (þ):: hongh chearfuln: ſs and 
holy joy are elpeclally the guties of this day, 
yet be careful to abitain from /erlrent pleaſures, and 
not only vile, but va 2nd aeg thoughts and 
couverſe. Let no 127 «ily bulineſs be either con- 
| | trived 


rrived or done, which might have been done be- 


e bin , (4) Den 14 5 
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fore, or may be deferred till future time, but 
„call the ſabbath a delight, as it !5 holy to the 


„„ Lord, and honeurable; and honour Him 
e therein; not doing thine own ways, nor find- 


„ ing thine own pleaſures, nor ſpeaking thine 

c own words (i).“ Conſider how great the bleſ- 
ſing is, that you have leave to approach to Gop, 
and time to prepare your ſouls for an eternal ſtate, 


and improve it accordingly. 


Let your families alſo partake of the ſame ad- 


vantages: This is one reaſon why the common 


88 of life are prohibited on this day; 


that /ervants, as they have fouls of equal value 


with the greateſt, may have the means of improve- 


ment in knowledge and holineſs. ** The ſeventh 


« day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy Go; in it 


«© thou ſhalt not do any work: That thy man 
. ſervant, and thy maid-ſervant, may reſt as well 


c as thou (.“ Give them ſufficient time for the 


worſhip of almighty God ; and let not their ſouls = 
be ſtarved, for the ſake of feaſting your bodies. 
Not only allow your children and ſervants time for 


the religious duties of the day; but watch over 
them to {ze that they attend upon the ſame. I- 


firuf4 them in religion and virtue; encourage them 


ia what is good, and ſeriouſly reprove what is amils 
in them: You deal worſe by them, than you 


would by your very cattle, if you ſuffer them to 


go on in the paths which lead to milery and de- 


ſtruction, without doing what in you lies to prevent 


it. Never give them reft, therefore, until you 
have, with the help of Gop, either cured their 


ignorance and In: or find them incurable, 


Remem- > 
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Remember alſo, chat it is ** the ſabbath of che 
& Lord, in all your duellings (2). And there- 
fore, let Him be Hν,&xed and ferved there, as weil 
as in the places of public worſhip : Read His 
Word with reveience and attention; fivg His 
praiſes with unceritarding and Gelight ; and ſeck 
His favour with humility, faith and fincerity ; ; 
that by theſe later ſe vices you may be fitted for 
the heavenly fate, and carry the bl-YJing of Gop 
into the labours of the enſuing werk; for it was 
the obſervation of a great and good man *, © thi 
«© in long experience he had foun t, chat a due 
« obſervation of the duties of the % d, had 
erer joined with it a bleſſing upon the reſt of 
„„ his tune, and the werk (5 begun, Was pro- 
4 ſpetous to bim; whereas, when he hai Lect 
„ neglig igen in the duties of this day, the feſt of 
© the week was unfucceſ>tul, and unhappy to his 
» own ſecular employments.” Aud this is far 
from being a ſingular obſervation. | 

th, An habitual diſpoſedneſs unto, and be Ce 
of religious conves {c tien, is another materia! branch 
of the chriſtian's Cu y. I mean, to employ the 
noble faculty of ſpeech in a manner becoming 
reaion and religion. 1 ae mouth of the righte- 
* ous ſpeaketh wiſdom, and his tor ue talketh 
ef judp ment. — The law of Gon is in his 
* heart (-).” Particularly we thouid abſtain 


5 n vl converſe ; ſuch as reflects up the | 


honour of the blaſſed Gobp, or tends to en 
mens regard to Him; ſuch as defiles and corrupt 
the mind; inj ares the reputation of choſe that ae 
2 or provokes s and inſults thoſe that are pe- 
7 Or 1 mcicly idle, empty, end vain; in a4 
word, 

% Neu, xxni. 3. ( Plat. vii. ze, 31. 
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ry, religten, or chat, ſhould be baniſbed from 
our lips. But 1 8 bs ns mult atm at ſomething 
rofl, at well as abitain from every thing 2 
in our e on: A negative goodne 15 18 9 
more fufficient in this, than in other parts of ti: 


chriſtian character; the Tongs of man was given 


him to be emplozd to his Maler“; 5 prais e, and 20 
be uſefu! and 7n/trucive to thoſe aroun nim; and 


angels themſelves have not nobler or more d- 


Nahttful ſubjects for the emp'oyment of it than 
we: „ The £10! 4958 perfecti ns ot Gp 
6 "the 2miable Jets; the holy word ot (iob; 


„% this wonderful wor is 30 patio, DTOViGERE; 


| 850 and grace; tag h PDC (N the Of 5111) 55 
5 define w$3 the means 216 lick tour fig 


& rival there, ang trels tur ity ant tie danger 
& tollies, and ſnaree, that lic in Hur Way, Oh 
« | act our progrefs to it, 24 pochen of it. 
The e& are topicy Gi converjation, the: ny. 37it tut 
tag and Jemutify:, and nothing bat tie paorfootioy 
ct madnets and fol y, can ineer at eu lein in 
troduced on al! proper occaiions; or ink that 
the ſhifting of the wind ; the gave or ths A ca 
ther; the conduct of their neignbaurs; and a 
thouſand other impertin2nces, aue fuloits {ows!! 
becoming man's rational ſoul, ani imnavintzÞieture; 
am ſenſible, that as we hive concern. of a 
wer Nature to ;evard, whic remain in tie 
prelent fiate, they bought t Pave a prop.r iccith's 
Care of out thouuhts and worde; neither it 
Proper at 211 ti: mes, to expefe ine CTU truthe 0; 
rciig tun to the contemp: Ek che e e or profane 
Burt lat 2 CONV ic ould be baniſhed f *VONN 


* hs 5 thole that C ill themſclses mer and 44 A0 


ler, as m. lachs! le, mean or improper; is as 
| | A 2 2 ably 
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abſurd as to ſay, that the world is better than Gon, 
or money than heaven; and the pleaſures of appe- 
tite and animal ſenſe, better than grace and glory; 
and the ſneers of a fool, worſe than hell or hn. 

fta, Pious meditation, is another branch of 
true religion, Much of the temper of our minds 
may be diſcerned by the currency of our thoughts - 
In the covetous, thele run cut with the greateſt 
_ conſtancy and delight after gain and riches : In 


the voluptuous, various ſenſitive pleaſures and gra- 


tiſications, employ them: Honour and applauſe | 
engrols the thoughts of the atbitious ; but as the 
hopes and happineſs oi the fincere chriſtian center 
in God and bis favour, he canaot but employ his 
frequent, ſerious ehoughts about the ſecuring and 
enjoyment of it; for this is one of his intallible 
dictates who formed the ſpuit of man, and knows 
all the operations of it, thut“ waere the treaſure 
is, there the heart will be alto (n).“ While 
the Lands of the pious Tradeſman are employed 
in the common buſineſs of life, his heart will be 
_ afpiring to Gop, and delighting itſelf in His per- 
f. ctions, word and works. As no ſh p is ſo laden 
but it will contain many jewels more, ſo no buſi- 


neſs can fo conſtantly fill up your minds, as not 


to allow of ſerious intervening thoughts. — There 


is no need to retire to a cler, in order th prt ſei ve 


religious diſpoſition of mind, or lead a vittuous 
„ Lots 5 : | 
But our meditations ſhould be conſidered as the 
means to a further end; namely, to ance and 
offe? our fouls; we ſhould be mutt: until the 
fire burns: For which pu po'e, we ſhould co: uſe. 
thoſe ſubjects that 570 mg/t porver fred and gperative : 
Great and important truths, as they are uſually 
la] Mat. vi. 21 e 
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the fureſt, and leaft controverted, ſo they moit 
effcaually impreſs the mind, and Jeave an happy 
influence upon it. Among which are, the perfec- 
tions of G09; His wonderful [ve and goodneſs, as 
revealed in Jeſus Chriſt; the awful folemnities 
of a future judgment: The importance and certainty 
of an eternal "ſtate of exiſtence ; the ſhortneſs aud 
inſtabi ity of fine, and all the enpcyments of it: 
'Theie are included in thoſe mentioned before, 
which if attended to, would, by the grace of 
God, produce a religious temper | of mine, and an 
Holy life. | 

Somet mes we may turn our meditations into 
eracu/atory prayers and addreſſes to heaven: Such 
as that of Nehemiah, ** Remember me, O my 
God, for good ();“ or of the royal Pſalmiſt; 
© Lore, Jam thine, fave me (p);” and the like. 
Tack, vehen you feel the gut of ſm to preſs 
you, or the ſenſe of wercy to affect you, or any 
danger or due to afright you; will be a pre- 
ſent relics to your ſpirits, until the more ſtated 
time for devotion returns. Sometimes our {ob ts 
may be well employed by way of /2li{:7zy, or con- 


= verfing with ourlelves : Either rouſing up our i157) - 


fu! ſpirits, or comforting our druoping lotls, or 
pleading with our own hearts by convincing Ic. 
ſons ; theſe methods pious men have often taken 
to good purpoſe : ** Why art thou caſt down, O 
„ my ſoul, ſays the Pſalmift; why art thou di- 
„ quicted w.thin me?“ Having thus reproved his 
unrealonable fears, his faith revives, and he 755 
Hope thou in Jop, for I ſhall yet praife Him; 
„ who is the health of Py eee and my 
+ Gop (. 

BS ͤͤĩĩꝛ; Liftly, 
555 Nein Xl, 31. (e) I'. cxix. (2) Ptai, 
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Laftly, Great yaicty of waictul refleetiums may 
be Crit (ron the commom 5ccnr? ences Of life. 2nd 
the watt ceets vnoch proejent thenielves to or 
Vit 5 1 oY the [uUOVET Grat of 6 Fert, * 
qu cken iS in preparing for our We, ans ſhew 
us ce vanity of carny puttüt: The fc it of the 
& Le init and mifcratie, hey krach vs an uletul 
ellen cf grotitute to (0D for his greater goodnets 
tous, {he mabitold dangers, and excetiie la- 


bers N hic 0 11. ers unde go tor 72 fl JS deli at la Ze; 
258 I. EY LR 8 N ige . Ce IN Our pur: uit 


tome alu B10 7468 25 A tat! inde cd, there is lea: 

Ss thing Lek 41 ic TYCUS tt. d 7.4 27 tp 0 wo 
400 dun. wage, I hie, ro doubt, was the ccſigu 
ef the fieqt ent milie: and purubies of the werd of 


-Gc D,! that we might be tar whe infleeticon from 


ſc! ted! CS: Ob. Tag BS. Þ bus e alt {cit 10 > e Q:1t (r) 


to learn z and . to the Porter ( 


far lb mind 2 to the will f Gon to the rg» 


fie cr (t) r C' rivieticn 4900 en under 
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Cen. And our blefcd Saviour's goſpel is 
ES. „in emlint, tor the lame purpcies-: 

ieh aſt, the Vue, the Fig- tree, tlie” 
ij 872 it trite, The: importurate Vide, and 


a dn. E 60 wouid re the ae ane grund 


the ac vantage, if the lelgious Travdeiman would 
thus, hike the ndufirious: ty Carher vi from 
every flower, gute!y, the coritceration is fad, 
that chiiltians ſhould know Tool 5 Wich 
men, and ſemetimes with Gon bimſelf, and yet 
be «ta loſs to commune with their own vearts. | 
3:h, The practice of Religien neceflarily in- 
es watchfurneſs. Wherever the love and fear 
ny (30D b in ſinceritè, there wil be a conttant 
ECD ern te pale ihm; and this can never be 


„ „ „ er, 7,18) Ber $100; 
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attained | oy beings whole natures are imperfect, 
and appetites and paflions ſtrong and irregvlar, 
2midit ſurrounding ſolicititions to evil from an in⸗ 
{raring world, and vigilant fpiritual adverfaries 
unleſe we watch, as well as pray againſt every temp- 

_ tation, — This 10e the chriftian ſhould 
eſpecially maintain againſt the particu, an ſins to 
which his calling, ftuation and conſtitution, ex- 
paſe him. The ture fign of uprigymeſs of heart, 
ronhits in 3 ourſelves from our own ini- 
* quity (u); that which our diſpoſitions moſt 22 
cure us unto ; which we find molt det, to refit, 
and barccit to overcome; for which conſcience 
moſt frequently reproves us, and we condemn _ 
_ ourſelves when under on, or in the appre- 

henfſions of death. 
But the vices which human nature are moſt 
prone unto, are covetoſneſs and ſenſuality ; the 
| Traigman therefore ſhculd be peculiarly wa- 
ful againſt them. They are the root of all evils; 
they range the heart from, and deaden the e 
tions to Gop and Goodneſs; they ſenſuælize the 
very fouls of men, and give ſuch a cr1minal viafs 
to their appetites and inclinatiuns, as produces 
fo rgetfulnets and contempt of Gop, a diſreliſh to 
the purity and ſpirituality of His laws and wor- 
hip, the neglect of their immortal fouls, and the 
concerns cf another world; they clzud the under- 
ſtanding, pervert the judgment, extinguiſb the 
principles of religion, juſtice, truth and bene vo- 
lence, in the hearts of men, and dev: 7e their na- 
tures to a reſemblance of the beaſts that perifh: 
In a word, the prevalence of them is every where 
in {cripture, reprelented as abſolutely inconſiſtent 
EI 3 | wit 


4 Pial, xviil. 23. 
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with the chriftan life, ard ce fruQtive of our 
veauently hepes. ** This Je ktiGw, mat no covet- 
ous man, Who is anidol t, Feth any inherit— 
ance in the kingdor co: 3.1 and ef Gon (w).” 
They that are alter tt {.% : do mind the 
things of the fleft+; 7: . 1 that are after the 
* Spitit, the things te Spirit. For to be car- 
nally minded is dea!) — Becauſe the carnal 
mind is enmity agalnſt Gep: Fer it is not 


5 ub et to the law of Geb, neither irdeed can 


be —sothen, they that are in the ficth cannot 
pleaſe Gep.—Fer if ye live alter the ficfh ye 
++ {hall die, &c (x).“ : 
$ II, Having thus confidered f ſome inflancc s of 
a r«lipicus temper and lite, let us »: fre? upon cur- 


ſelues, and contider what our t,, dipsftions and 
Practice has been. Have we ever experienced ſuch 


a rencvation of mind, as has given us a prevailing 


biais of joul towards GoD and Chrift, neaven and 


holinefſs? Or are we the ſame ſelf-righteous, ſen- 
ſual, dead and dif. ffe &ted beings to GoD and good- 
neſs, that ever we were f—Have the glorious per- 


f<etims of the adoreable Gop, and the relations 


in which we ftand unto Him, had an habitual 


practical influence upon our tempers and our 


lives? Or have we fo:gotten Gep that formed: 


us; neglected to glorify that ſupream and tran- 


ſcendent Being in whoie hand our breath is, and 


whoſe are all cur ways; and lightly citeemed the- 
Lord Jcius Chritt, the Rock of our Salvation? 


Have we ſtudicd and reverenced the bly word of 


Gep, and wade that the rule and guide of our 


t:ves ? or have we made the callcan and exain- 


| pies of an evil world, or our own ſelfiſij intereſts- 


„ ack 
( Eph. v. 6. Cor. vi. 10. fal. x. 3. 
(x) Rom. vin 73. * John ut 15, 16, 


Of Religion. PRI 
and humours, the rule of all our condutti— 
Hive we {iced by Valtl on (50D, for ail the ſun- 
ports and ſupplies of jife ? Or + have we made 
e gold our hope, and fe id to fine gold thou art our 
confidence f '—ti]:s the 101 ſhip of the Almighty 
becn performed with feriouſnels, faith, and con- 
| Rancy, in cur families and retirements ? or have 
we lived as without Gon in the world, and caſt 
oft Bis fear, by rettraining prayer before Him ?— 
Have we honoured, reverenced, and delighted in 
the /abbaths of the Lord? or have they been e- 
teemed a wearineſs unto us, and the time thought 
long, wherein we were detained from the com- 
mon buſineſs and pleaſures of the world? Have 
we ſet a watch before the door of our lips? Has 
our conveifatien been ſober, rational, uſeful and 
religious? Have dur hearts been frequently a- 
ſpiring to Gob, by ſericus reflection and niedita- 
Tian, in order to 2nimate and ſtrengthen the life 
of God in our fouls? or has not the vanity and 
folly of our thoughts and words, becn too plain 
an indication that a wiſe and religious diſpoſition 
of heart and temper of mind, has been want- 
ing in us ?— To conclude; have we been watch - 
ful and circumipect in our Chriſtian courſe ; ; eſpe- 
_ clally againſt the predominant fins of covetouſnefs 
and (entuality ? or have our ſouls been buried in the 
earth, or drowned in carnality ; and Gon, Chiiſt, 
and the eternal world, been forgotten and ne olected 
by us: — Theſe are gue/ticns we ſhould put cloſe 
to our conſciences, whiic there is time and ſpace 
for repentance ; before we are called to the pre- 
tence of Gop, from whoſe judgment there is no 
appeal; and whoſe ſcrutiny into our hearts and 
ves, Will be more particular and exact, th: nz any 
ve can enter into ourſelves. 
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174. / Ke.igion. 
3 iv. I ſhall enétavour to remove ſome of 
thule prejudices which ariſe in the minds of men 
aga: intt a relrgezors lf, 

One is, the d:piculties of religion; that the 


rules of it are too ſelf denying, and the path 0 


heaven tœo narrow to DE. cenito: table anch happy. 


o ſchis it may be repic i, that there is, nothing 


witch 0D requires but wha © is conducive to the 
pond Hef tine js et reuionable creatures; and nothing 


that | a torbids but what is confittent with it. 


The cite indulgence ef animal appetitcs, ant 
d 2 5 affe dion, whatever low latisfactians 
they. may give at preſent, ate 35 deſtructve f 
the true e as they are of the pur ity of tbe 


human ning; and we theſe reftrictions of rel 
2 OT then fix f rivets 2 compla nt? It Our 
vitiated naturcs Rd form of the rules of religion 


u reſiraiut upon dur inclicqations, can we think 
that our ajpretites and efiections: are alwazs lo 
abis as never to needa π % Or 
hall we repent, hen se arrive at tne regions of 


? 
i 
a 
f? 


pi. 5 os it our lat Gur: has “ % nuh; r Cur 


fc: 15 oc tao great . in order to attain that happy 


Rate? So ;ely not. ins hes is really notbing jo 
bard in ſeligion, but the grace of Gon, and the 


habits cf virtue, will male it eajy to us; the 
greateſt difficulties are ulually at firit, before the 
mind is heated of its prevai! ing diem bers; the I 
Wr ger we travel on in the paths of religion, the 
mote ſweet and delightful they become unto us 
A3 ail tne emp lovments of life appear erfiicult, 
when we fit enter upon them, why ſhould dith- 
eoltes in rehvion oxy aff! ight us? It we believe 
op, 2nd ere dit thote who have made the ex- 
p-tulent, they aillue us, that © al its way: 
;;- 8 Wen 
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6 pleaſantneſs, and its paths peace Wh , and ** iu 
8 5 keeping of them is great rewe:d (z). 

If it de fai id, that fuch /triftneſs ad circum » 


Section i is more ado than needs, Let ſuch only con- 
fu't the ſacred word of Gop, by which we 


ate to be judged, and ſee whether “ denying all 


© ungodlineſs ard worldly luſts, and living ſo- 


2 belly, rizhtcouſly, and godly in this preſent 
* evilworld (a),“ is not every where made the 


_ qual fication for enjoying the happine' s of the next: 


And then conſider, whether the dak and de- : 


: preved mind of man, or the dccla;ations of infi- 


nit? rectitude, wiſdom and goo: nels, are the 


| fittei to determine what ſtate of ſoul is neccliary 
for His own acceptance and enjoyment. 


Some perhaps are unteilling to engage in the 


chriſtian courſe, from an apprehenſion that it may 
| expoſe them t contempt from others, as being ſin- 


gular and preciſe, — But what I pray you is there 


that can merit contempt in the belief, reverence, 
and love of the (Gor cf heaven and earth; in own- 


ing vour dependence upontHim, and expreſiing your 
gratitude to Him, by humble prayer and praiſe? 


Wat in a itr & regard to goodnets, truth and 


3 to man, and the government of your 
petites and ball ns? Yes theſe are the /ubſtance 


2 telig on; It is by theſe that you are afraid 


Ot being made ridic: tous; man which, nothing 

can moe ennoble, adorn Ind bleis human nature, 
J: was the obſervation of one of the wiſer nea- 
then: het victue was fo beautiful, that if it 


could be rendered vittb'e to the eyes of man, 


de every Che would be in love with it.” Where 
10 1% ts ret mM&med and deforined by its pro- 


ey. l. 17. ( bia xix. (a] Tit. i 12. 
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of the divine precepts. 


thoſe who will foon conde mn themſelves, 
5 neglect Sf what they now defpiſe ? “ Whoforrer 
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- Of Religion. 


eſſots, it commands reverence and reſpect from 
the obſervers of it. Certain I am, that there is 


not the moſt profligate perſon now on carth, who 
would nct ſhortly give ten thouſand worlds, if 
ſuch he had, 


that his own life had been in every 
teſpect as /trictly conformed to the wiſe and holy 
Will of God, as that of the moſt diligent obſerver 
Which then moſt de- 
Approbation of God, of 
od men; or the cenſures of 
for the 


ſerves our regard, the 
angeis, and © 


« will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
&« take up his croſs, and follow me. For who- | 
6 focver ſhall be end of me, and of my 


e words, in this adulterous and ſinful generation, 
of him alſo ſha'l the Son af man be aſhamed, 
«© when He cometh in the glory of His Father, 
i with the holy angels (5).” 


SV. Only let it be further obſerved, that a 


tife of f rioue, practical religion, is recommended 
to us by the moſt weirhty canſilerations. 


7. It is the zrue/t w/dom. He certainly is the 
uw:jeft man, who by ſerious diligence, and pru- 
dent torcſiaht, {<cures to himſelf the greateſt good, 
and eſcapes the greateſt evil. As heaven is better : 


| than earth, and. eternity longer than time, fo 
much more wiſe is he, who by faith in Chriſt 


Feſus, and a conformity to the preſcribed rules 
_ obtains the invaluable bleſ- 
\ngs of it, than ne that gains the greateſt 
cart} ly good ©, 
— 18 
43) Nark vii 38. 


34 3 


* Frernity depending on an hour, 
_ Blakesſerious thought, man's a, joy and praiſe 3 
Nor need you 


nh wit your act: n on hoaven- 


Our 


lf Go, the fountain of widom, | 
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rs the proper judge, we have His deciſion in theſe 
words; Unto man He faid, Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wifdom ; and to depart from 
evil, une erſtanding (e).“ But how vain is 
that man's pzetences to wiſem, how much ſoever 
he ſhines in wealth, wit, or leatning, whoſe mind 
is eſtranged trom Gap, and his eternal felicity 
neglected, for the dreams and ſhadows of earthly 

purſuits 20 enjoyments? | i 
2. A Life of Religion affords the moſt /o- 
tid haprineſs, There is nothing ſo much nn 
bes and regulates the faculties of the foul, and 
crowns it with peace and tranquluty, as the 
faith and fear of Gon, and a ſup:eam affection 
to Him; a relation to the Lord Jeſus as a Savi- 
our, &. The delights of fincere religion, do as 
far ſurpaſs the pleaſures of the covetous, the ſen- 
ſual and voluptuous, as the pleaſures of a mar do 
rhoſe of the brutes, If the bleſſed Gop is the 
m*/t happy Being, then they that bear the neareſt 
reſemblance to Him, mult neceffarily be the mo/? 
happy creatures : They not only enjoy the divine 
| pleaſures of a religious life, but have by far the 
trueſt comfort of thoſe bleings they poſſeſs in 
common with other men. Rel gien reitrains us 
ttom no pleaſures which are con/t, tent with reaſon, 
and our trueſt intereſt: Nothing can afford ſo much 
ſupport under the unavoidable attlictions of the pre- 
jent ſtate; and I may venture to affirm, that ever. 
the penitential ſorrows of a good man, have mor- 
ue ſatisfaction in them, than the greateit delights | 
that the vicious and profane ever enjoyed 


3. Laſt] 75 


t Job xxViit. 28. 


Our {chemes to plan by this world, or the next, 
Iz rhe ſole ditf rence between the <viv- an} fol; 
Ai worthy men will weigh you in this ſcale. 


* YOUNG, 


O! Religion. 

1 1 * True Religion 18 ct the wwente/t neceſ< 
A. All other conceths compred with this, are 
but as. the toys of children to the /abours of 
lifes This is © the one thing neeciul, * without 
„nich, the end of man's creation is lott, the 
40 13. of Grup in his works is fiulirated, and 


the we exilence of reaſonable beings in vain. 


— 


It were infinitely better never to have had a being, 
than leave this wor d with the guilt of fin unpar- 
dente, and the power of it. 19a: ue. — And it is 


alto veceſſury for a blelling upon all 


Gur tempo! al concerns. (75:4/ine 8 hath the Pre- 


mije of iti; life, as well as that which is to come (4). 
It we vu etre Gob, He will co tainiy bleſs us. 
Men may increate their riches by other methods, 


but © the projjerity of ſuch tools only tends to de- 


oY 10705 them (e).“ And Gop can caſi y biaſi the 
moſt vieuruus endeavours for this lic, if we neglect 
th.c ove ard duty we owe to tim. The Trades- 
mon would do well to conſider whether meny of 


his loſſes and Cecavs may not be the wa; liſeiment ot 


2 his neglect of the fe | 10. PG? cant concerns. 


% This . hich command thee 

& this day, 1> not hidden from thee.—But the 
© word iSvCry nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, andin 
&« thy heart, that thou mayeit 4 it.— See, | have 
78 ſer tetore thee ti.is day % and good, death and 
© b. In that I comniand thee this day to love 
« the Lord thy Gon, to Walk in his ways, and 
* to keep” | hie commandments, his ftatutes, and 
ce his judgments, that thou maveft live; aud that 
« the Lord ty $50D may biel thee, — But if thine 
©. heart urn ut. 10 that thou wilt nat hear; 3 
Fo dengunce unto g this day that ve Pall fure!y 
« periſh, 


VV „ 
655 1 TAI. v2 80 8 Lie. 20 
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periſn.— I call heaven and cart to record ih, 
day agair.{t you, that I have 00 be fore vou fe 
and dae. b ell g and Curie: 1 herefre 
ce life thut taou and thy eed inay 11 e. 


: D. "ws XI X. Li=20, 


„ae Lord Con of Iſtael faith, "1 hem tet 
Loni 1150, i Wil! 11 U. ONCUT, an c th CY that as; 77 


me nail be ligt oy eltcemed, 1 San. ii. 30. 


Only fear the Lord, end 1 ce Lin. mn tr uth 


with all your heart; for conſider bew erat. 
things he hath dore for you. — ut if ye mall 
ſti do wWickedly, ye ſhall be cdatume l. 1 Cœ. 


ors £45 2 7+ | a : : 
Thou haft fhewed urto thy Grant David 
— 


| great mercy, according as he Wa: 1 before 810 
in trat) and in . g bes, wt, and in apriz/ine 


8 a 


| / 
of heart with thee, 1 A? 11's wy 0. 


„ Bieiied are they 1 Ru bs ina, 22 4000 


60 


© that [eek him with the whole heart. —Thcu hat 


comm.nded us to Keep thy precepts ditt igentiy. 
I hase iejoiced in the way of tr; 55 e as 
much as in all riches. —D-parg from me, ye evil 
docrs, for [ wilt keep the coimmandinents of m 

GOD —vSalveation is far from the wicked, * 
they /cee net thy ſtatutes.— Lord, I have hoped 


for thy ſoivation, and dune thy commandments, 


Se. Hſal. exix. 2, 4, 14, 175,155. 166. 
In the way of \ightean, neſs i2 life, ard in the 


| way thereof is no Ceath, {'rov. xii. 28. 
Who , piſeth the Kor, 1thall be deſtroyed: 
But he that feareth the commandment {hall be 

rewarded, Prov. xili. 12 

e Now als the ax is laid to che root of the 
trees: I'nerefore every tree which bringeth not 
forth god fruit is hewn down, and Calt into 


the fire —His tan 15 Inn bis hand, and he will 


0 throughly 


ro pat of Seripture. 


s 
60 
&% 


I 


cc 
$6 


throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat | 
into ne tort * he will burn 12 the chalf 


wh Nat every one "wal faith unto me Lord, 
Lord, thall enter into the kingdom of Neven: 
But he that deth the will of my Father TOR: 
is in heaven, Att. vii. 21. 


Ihen ſaid they unto him, what hull we do 


Bo 
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that we might work the works of Gop*—Jeſus 


ſaid unto them, This is the work of Gop, that 


ye be ieve on him whom he hath tent, 7 gs 


vi. 28, 20. 1 Jm iii. 23. 


cc Herein do I exerciſe mytelf, to have always a 
conlcience void of offence towards God, and to- 


ward man, As xxiv. 16. 


„ What fruit had ye thaw in thoſe things 


cc 
cc 


whercof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of 
thoſe things is death —But now being made 


free from fin, and become /crvazts to GoD, ye 
have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever- 


laſting life.—For the wages of fin is death: 
But the giſt of Gon is eternal life, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. vi. 21—23. 
« This is the will of Gos, even your ſanctifica- 


tion,—For Gop hath not called us unto un- 
cleanneſs, but unto ha/inefs, 1 Fheſſ. iv. 3, 7. 


66 Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glori- 


ous appearing of the great Gop, and our Savi- 
our Jeſus Ch. Who gave himſelf for us, 


that he might rede em us from all i iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, Tit. ii. 13, 14. 
He ſuffered.— And being made perfect, he 
became the Author of eternal ſalvation unto all 


them that bey him, Heb. v. 2, 9. 


« Follow 
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Follow peace with all men, and Bolineſe, 
* without which no man ſhall fee the Lord.— 
Looking Giligently, leſt any man fail of the 
grace of God, Sc. ic. xti. 14, 15. 

be day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens thall paſs away 
with a great noiſe, &c.—Secing then that all 
© theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 
« perſons cught ye to be in all holy conver ſation 
«and godlineks? 2 Pet. li. 10, 11.“ 


— 2 * — ry 4 —— 


— — 7 r * 
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Conſt deration to be uſed therein, —Coſes where 

in it may be allowable. As when ſuperio 
authority requires it ; when perſons are 
totally diſabled by diſcaſes of body or mind ; 
when unſurmountable difficulties attend car 
calling: or age oblizes, or eftate enables us 
to quit. then. — Preparation for dall 
. zl e and tale. 


WE come in the laſt place to confider 2 
That caſes it is allowable and fit for per- 
fons to leave their callings. Nectilury and impot— 
tant occaſions may detain or d. vert the Tradeſiman 
from his buſineſs, as the reſtoration of his health, 
and various other occulrences which happen in 
life; or he may for wiſe reaſons contract his 
trade, and leflen the cares aud labouts that at- 
tad it: but what I mcan, is the wholly ſ2rſaking 
of buſineſs; which is a great and important affair, 
1d mould never be done without due conſidera- 
tion. 


— > 
= * 
a _ - Saad 
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tion and advice. Pretert ines, or the to! terable 
mnconventiernces cf trace, can never juſtify ſuch a 
conduct, u:;icis the rules of wiſdom and prudence 


ener. Ho fat 8 or tne love of a 
retired life may fete it, arg confiueretd in the 
ft part of his 0 | in imc Cafes no doubt lit 


18 eg able, of which) 1 apprehend are their 27 


it, When Haberer exthirin requires it. Thus 
a wfe may allo baby, Ft! lake the ca ung hcrei. il 


= 


fe 105 bo en edCated, whe enkor huſiang fnes any 


conſidetabie lata ener 5 theres: rr pecds her 
I CY kn O Ster 97. — — 13 15 1217 7. being 
called and advanced 19 ieme place Ko honourab 5 


employment ad truſt in the governments, Way 
lawfu iy lende his former calling, becauſe this 15 
ſuppoſed to ERC more to the public good. lu 
like manner, when perſons are put under re/lraint 


or confinement, either by the magiſtrate, or by the 
ſuit of. an adv=rizry, he is ſo long at leaſt dii- 
cha ged from bis former calling, and poſſibly ren- 


de red incapable thereby from erer following it 
2 "ill, | 


2d, When perfor: are tetally diſalled by the 


dieses of bedy or 2nd It is ack eve: y diſtemper 


or pain of barky, which will juſtify the deſerting 
our itations In lite; for diſeaſes are inſeparable 


from ſome conſiitutions, and from ſome callings 


too: And contidering the curious frame of the 


bodies of men, and the irregularitics of their ap- 


petites and puliions ; ; we have more Caule to ads 
mire at % e day's vigour and health, than an hun- 
are4 do IL 4cknets and pain: But the aged or infirm 


Fradeſmen may, like the plot in the hip, be fer- 


viccable in his protciion 9 his advice? and virece 


tion, 


Of leaving our cal ing. | 163 


*, when he cannot employ his abe Peter of 
Frenzth and lebour. That difalility only releaſes. 
tur Iradefmnan from his calling which renders 
him incapadle cf tall wing it t he en for 
11 U.. 5 tl, 2. at managed: W. hen his budy (uFecrs 
on the one haud, and his employment on the 
other, ard there is no rati s:1 proſpect of being 
reflurod to a Capacity for it: In this caſe, Gop dy 
his provide ence 720. 1jes him f om bis cal:! 1585 it be- 
comes a neccflury ceſlation, and not a ctiminal 
indul, Zence.— Let the yo wer 7. adeſman confider | 
this, and be prowdtent for the future; let dim not 
per: 0 his Income as falt as it arlies, but im de- 
per dence upon the divine providence, and in a 
prudent and charitable uſe of what he poſſelles; 
let him remember the days of evil, for they may be 
many : Particularly Jet him be watchful againſt 
that intemperance and vice, which tuins both 
health and ſub/lance too. 
Z 4d, [ncapacity of mind, may alſo diſcharge per- 
fons from their ſtations and callings. Not that 
every trouble of mind, or melancholy humour, 
will excue us from attenchng to the proper 
buſinels of life : The means muſt be uſed, and 
remaedies applied; the drvine, and the phyſician 
c::nivited, and it may be no remedy is more ſuc— 
cefsful for the cure, (under the blt ſüng of heaven) 
than an {net diligencè in our cailings. But when 
reaſon is witeriy clouded, or the faculties ſo en- 
ſechled, that there is u preſfec of future capacity, 
tht is a ſufficie catdichures Sins this J an afflic- 

ien fo grievous in its nature, and hurtful in its 
conf: quences, let the Tradeſman beware of thoſe 
th.ngs which introduce it, Subeue hich Puſftzns, 
either of love, anger, or fear, Provnie 61 Gon 

and conſcience, by \ violatiohs of truth, gt ICE and 
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religion; Beware of worldly forr:0, pore nat 
upon lofles and ditappointments ;—Gra'p not at 
more buſineſs than your minds or circumſtances can 
bear ;—26/e not your parts, nor meddle with 
abſtruſe ſpeculations, or things that are too high 
tor you; but be humble :—Maintain an innocent 
chedrſulueſs in every condition; labour to inſure to 
yourſelves the comforts of religion; and habituate 
| Joutſeives to temperance and exerciſe of body, 
and you will be ſafe from this calamity, which 
renders lo many a terror to themſelves, and a 
grief to all around them. 
th, When mifartunes in trade have aired 
them incapable of being carried on. It is not 
_ every leſs or abatement of trade or ſubſtance, that 
wil! jultify the for faking our callings; many have. 
been reduced to a very low ebb, who by the bieſ- 
ling of providence, aud their own care and induf- | 
try, have recovered themſelves, and made conſt- 
_ Cerable. acquiſitions of eſtate; But when buſi- 
_ neſs requires that ſucſtance to carry it on, which 
by loſſes and other cccurrences we are diſÞ2/e/ſed 
%, and the maintenance of our callings lige us 
to contract debts which we are iel 12 repar, 
juſtice and prudence require the cefl.tion from 
them. In theſe caſes, a peiſon does not properly 
leave his calling, but his calling leaves him, — 
Under theſe circumſtances, it becomes a Tradef- 
man to revteto his pait behaviour, and fee, Whe- 
ther a criminal neglect of Gop, injuſtice and op- 
preſſion of others, er ſome ſinful ndulgences, or 
extravagance, has not procuted this eil to him; 
left thole fins which have driven him from his 
ſbop, exclude him fromm heaven alſo. 

WD Tradeſmen may allowably h their call- 

5 when a conſiderable degree of age and lat; 

inclines 
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inclines and capacitates them ſo to do. It is not 
only lawful, but becoming in thofe who are ad- 
Vanced in wealth, and declining in years, to make 

roba !or the increaſe of younger Tradeſmen; and 
not like aged trees, ſtand to obſtruct the growth of 
thole below them : An increaſing love of wealth 
in the decline of life, is a fight ſhocking to human 
nature. — But then the retired Tradeſman ſhould 
remember, that though he is diſcharged from the 
Eee of life, he is not ſo from the duties of it. : 
His leiſure ſhould be employed in preparing his 
mind for another ſtate, in acts of benevolence and 
Kindneſs to others; in pointing cut to younger per- 
| ſons the paths of virtue and proſperity, and not 
uſcq only as an indulgence to Noth and ſenſuality; 
leſt ne come under the character of the fool, 1 
e faid to his [ou!, thou haſt much goods laid up 
* for many years; and knew no other uſe of 
them than to eat, drink, and be merry ;” inſtead 
of being rich teward Gon (b). : 
Itch, Laſtly, Any of thele appear to be ſufficient 
cCauſes for reſigning a trade, and there may be 
others; but while the tradeſman meets with no- 
thing to recommend or warrait a voluntary re- 
treat from buſineſs, while he is purſuing it with 
the greateſt chearfuineſs, diligence and ſucceſs, let 
him « ever bear i it in mind that Death will ſoon gif 
wand, 
* Tonering e. o'er the grave, 
Shall we, ſhall aged men, like aged trees, 
Strike deeper their baſe root, and cloſer cling, 
Still more enamour d of this wretched ſoil? 
Shall our pale withered hands, be ſtretch'd out ill 
Trembling at once with e. igerneſs and age? 
With av'rice, and convullicns, graſping hard ? 
Craſping at air! for what has carth behde? 


N ieht Thoughts, 
(i) Luke xii. 19. 
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charge him trom his employment whatever it be. 


This puts an cnd ty all our cares and Jabours 
% ut breath goth forth, we return to thz caith, 
% and in chat Yery day all Gur oupmis Gd C7 vg 
& cerus for 1s life periſh (c).“ Ti lis dar will 


ſurely come, and it often comes when it is leaſt ex- 


pected, Therefore let the Tradsjman be adviſed, 


| ſ-t his ſeu in order for it. What mauaneſs and Cty 


is it to live unconcetnedly in a conditim, when we 


' know not but the next day or hour may introduce 
* . 
us into incvitable miſery and deftruction ER N 


ſent}. ſtupidity has ſe:zed the minds of finn- 


that they can f{ard fc on the brink of inen a 
precipice! For ro ue the et Of 2 171 eminent en 


When Gen hach been pleaſe din infin te nucy, 


4 fo clearly to reveal the ha Pp inels of Reave' H aid 


&« the miieri's of hel; if nien were not 442 Y 


WE: Hupe by fin, th 5 Could never poile!« A c 


c men's vale 61211 they bed forme 60 Alle 


| 3 : 
C6 Cer t ci; 11; 59 of en „ing the me, zn . = een 
+ 


e other. How can periuns preferve their muas. 


* from terror: 41G an. az en. of l. * ben they kinn 
« of a juſt and fl; God, and know nin kurt te 
6 js their enemye He car they open tue Bible wieh 
« comfort, whea they ko- nn tut they real 
* their Ae ee eu in every page? One: 
& would think, that the Uricertainty I thew own 


“ ſalvation, ſhould keep them waking UF , 
| G4 2 I: } a} e, and dit if: 7 $4 2 Rei erp ov ven 


& they know not it they ſhut their eyes, but ihn 
&« may aivoke torment) ; ae * the 5 Bones 0 ; 


« fill then with horror _ aft onithment. 
% cecd, if the vncertainty was conftruinecy or the 
6 caſe remedileſs, it mult then bs bern as oh 

. un- 
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unavoidable evils are; but when the ad 0% T. 
ot mercy and grace through jctus Chilit -: 
made to repenting and cCeiieviig finners; 27, 
the characters of thoſe who ate in 2 N ef | [a 
vation or condemnation, are [5 flam!y t [cr i924 
in the goſpel, that if men would with bs out el 
"66: arft- ſearch the. ferro tn es, and then faithtully_ 

examine their eten hearts by them, they might 
&« fee whlen ſtate hey boon dito; nothi: 2 dat 
un zccountable Rup dity, can omite petſons tn 
os 3h | 5 live. oy oc, „Ent Of their rea 4 1. er h or Con- 


eie itte 11 C ert inte at tlie 2 
58 Gans: Ne 8 de. 7924 
until your peace 
jelus Catult, and your heart patifted from Ciel y 
corrupt affection by his Spirit of rice, and then 
_ & th may be vie wed with peace, and embraced 
with joy. ih 
And, to eohelude, the fache proſpect t tb, 
and uncertainty at hie, rout ada. 18 ever con- 
-  thlerate Yradetm an to tet his 5 in „ 6, bit 
un b. (0; ES, 412 } cchunts be ke A8 Cient and Vein 
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a ma y be; ſulfer not long rock mms to lie vor: 
mant bet eee vourielf and otnets; for wow es ol 
prove very troub! eſame, Or it may be very pr ep; - 
47% to thoſe you leave behind : An after you | Ave 
compute, as near as may be, the true value of 
your eſtates, mate your Lill. Des th Wi! be mer: 
eaſy, but not 2 minute the ncarer for Going th. 
After you have ſettled a reafunabl: portion ue! 
your wife and children, ir GoD has io far die 
jou, let your poor relations be remembre by 
you ; and torget not to acknowledge the goo, 
of divine providence, by dedicating ſome pett 
| : your. gains to pious and charitable ufes ; this, if 
is Cone from a principle of talth and love, w:. 
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be the beſt means to entail a bleſſing upon what 
vou leave to your poſterity. Being thus prepared 
by internal piety and external prudence, death may 
be expected, but need not to be feared: You may 
then chearfully leave your calling on earth, to re- 
ceive * the prize of the high calling of Gop, in 
* Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.“ To whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Arien. 


E 0 that they were wiſe, that they 33 - 
c this, that they would conſider their latter end, 
% Deut. xxxii. 29. 

« [f a man die, ſhall he live again? All the 
days of my appointed time wil I wart till my 
« change come, Fob xiv. 14. | 
„ Whatſoever thy hand findeth todo, doit with . 
«© thy might; for there is no work, nor knowledge, 
nor device, nor wiſdom in the grave whither 
<« thou goeſt, Eccleſ. ix. 10. 
In thoſe days was Hezekiah ſick unto death : _ 
© and Iſaiah the prophet came unto him, and 
ſaid, Thus faith the Lord, ſet thine houſe in order, 
4 thou ſhalt die, and not live, //a. xxxviii. I. 
lam now ready to be offered; and the time of 

© my departure is at hand.—l have fought a good 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
„ faith, —Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
« crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
«© righteous Judge, ſhall give to me at that day, and 
e to them alſo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
„ Blcfled are the dead which die in the Lord, 
& from henceforth: Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that 

„ they may reſt from their labours, and their 
8 works 4 Tun them, Rev. xiv. 1 3. 
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APP EN. 


Shewwing the only way to obtain power for 
Chriſtian duties, or the neceſſity of a change 
of ſtate and nature, before we can ac. 
 ceptably ſerve Gov, and prac- 
ice the precepts of 
Neligion. 


II is the common error of many, when their 
conſciences are convinced of the excellency 
and neceſſity of chriſtian duties, to ruſh imme 
_ Liately upon the practice of them in their own 


 frrength and natural flate; and not attending to 


the method and order, which the infinite wiſdom 
and mercy of Gor has eſtabliſhed in the goſpel for 
ob taining holineſs and happineſs through Chriſt Je- 
lus, they often labour long and zealouſly in religion 
without effef?, Whereas until the perſonsof ſinners are 
reconciled to Gop, and juflified by his grace through 
ſeſus Chriſt ; and then by virtue of union to the Lord 
fetus and faith in him, they derive from him the 
Spirit of life and holineſs, it is impoſſible they 
mould pleaſe Gop, or find acceptance with him, 
| Rim. v. 1. Fahn xv. 5. For, 1ſt, (as was before 
obferved) our natuial ſtate is a ſtate of enmity d 
int Gop, and is ne? ſubject to his holy and ſpi- 
;itual government, neither indeed can be, Rom. 
iti. 6-8, And there is an evil inclination in us 
dy nature which 1 powerfully to fin, /e 
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duing and captivating us to the love and practise 


of it, Ram. vii. 20-23. Inſomuch that we muik 


be born: of the Spirit, becauſe we can live a ſpu- 


tual life, 7% iii. 3—6. And be created again 


in Chriſt Jeſus unto 200d works, before we can 
have power to perform them, Eph. ii. 10.—2d, 


While we remain in our natural ſtate, we are un- 


der the curſe of Gop for all our fins, Fohn iii. 18. 
Eth. ii. 3. The benefit of remiſſion of fins, and 


freedom from condemnation, is not given unto us 
in our unrenewed ſtate, but only in Chriſt Jeſus, 


through fuith in Him, Rom. viii. 1. Eph. i. 7. 


How can we imagine, therefore, to ſubdue fin, 
and practice holineſs, while God is againſt us, 


znd curſeth us ?—3d, As we are by nature children 
of wrath, ſo we are under the pater and influence 
ef th- uit; 3 that evil ſpirit, who ſecretly worketh 


and rulcth in all the children of diſobedience, Eph. ii. 


5. from which ſpiritual bondege and captivity 
we are only delivered by the Loid Jeſus Chritt, 
| dugus k faith, As xxvi. 18. 


So tbat if you aim at pleaſing Gon, or obeying 


His will, without firſt ſeeking jutification by 
hrilt's precious 2%d and riehteau, neſs, and ſancti- 
ſicatiom by bis Hy Spirit, you will had both wind 
and tide againſt you, Your corrupted natures, 
guilty conic.ences, and Satan's power and malice, 
will certainly deſeat and bring to nought all your 
Furpoſes and attempts to love Gop and ſerve him 
1 fincerity and truth, Lute xi, 


This glorious privilege of felluſtip with Chriſt 


Feſus, . hereby believers ate enabled to perform 
oceaprable obecience to Gon, is molt feecly offered 
10 all ünners of mankind, who, ſenſible of their 
tet, 4.4% ard 14 Rats and condition in 
them- 
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themſelves, ate fincerely willing to receive the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as their only and all- ſufficient 
Saviour, and all- wiſe Diſpoſer and Gove. nor, Iſa. 
Iv. 1-5. John vi. 37 —40.—f t you thus ſeck 
to pleaſe Gop through faith in Chriſt Jeſus, (in 
the diligent uſe of the means cf grace) hoping 
for all wiſdom and ſtrength en from him, 1 Cor. 
j. 29. Truſt aſſuredly, that he will enable you to do 
every thirg that is neceſſary for his glory and your 
own happineſs ; ; pardoning your failings, and com- 
forting your hearts by his love and grace, 1 Car. 

5 * 7 9. Gal. V. 17. 
when you have done all you can in the bier 
of Goo, be ſure to look for ſalvation and happi- 
neſs only as the free gift of Gop's grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus: and not as er ited or de/crved by your obedi- 
ence, Rom. iii. 24q—28. Gal. 111, 18, 22, Thoſe 
= endeavorr (eicher in whole or in part) to pro- 
cure for themſelves a right to ſalvation and eternal 
life. by their obedience to GoD's commands, do 
ſeek ſalvation by the works of the lato, and not by 
the fauh of Jeſus Chrilt, and will never obtain it 
1 theie means. For this is a great and fundu- 
zental error in religion, deſtroying the ſuuls of 
men, Lute xviii. G—14. Gal. lii. 10—12. For, 
1. J directly oppoles the deſign of Gob in man's 
talvaiicn, which is fo glorify his own free mercy 
and rich grace in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph.ii. 9. —2.It 
makes void the precious ſacrifice and juſtifying 
righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Whoſo- 
ever thus leck to be juſtified by the law they are 
tallen from grace: Chiilt is become of no effect 
unto them, and profiteth them nothing, Gal. v. 2,4- 
ch. iii. 11—22. 
Depending on our own obedience for ſalvation, 
is a ver) witul, as well as à fruitleſs confidence. It 
| 13 
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is deſp:/ing and centradicting all the infinite perfec- 


tions of (z0D diſplayed in man's recovery. His 
glorious mercy, unſearchable wiſdom, awful juſ- 


tice, &c. Rom. iii. 21—26.— lt is contemning 
the at? Herity of Gob, who commands us to 
believe in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
we may be ſaved, 1 John iii. 23—lc is denying . 


the truth of Gov, in not belreving the record which 
He hath given us of eternal lite in his Son, 1 70% 
v. 10, 11.—lt is trampling upon the unſearchable 


riches of the Redeemer's love and goodneſs in his 
great undertaking; and ſetting up our own perverſe 
ills and fo3lifh conceits in oppoſition to the countel | 


of God. 


Let every one be perſuaded, 3 (as they 
value their preſent comfort and everlaſting happi- 
neſs) to ſeck for ſalvation and holineſs in this way 


of faith and ſelf denial; receiving them as the 
Free gift of God in Chriſt Jews. By faith lay- 


ir hold cn the infinite grace, mercy and power 


of the Lord jetus Chritt, to juſliſy and fanctify 


them. Which hath this excellent property, that it 


25 a ſure, and effectually foe ful, eaſy and com- 


fertable way to all holinels and happineſs ; ; being 


_ preſcribed by the unſearchable wiſdom and good- 


_ neſs of Gop himſelf. All other ways being weak 
and inſufficient; ſtrengthening rather than ſubdu- 


ing ſin, and ending m deſpair.—4nd thus Ty yore 


wall be bleſſed for 4e. Amen. 
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